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Governor Corbett’s Proposed Budget Will Hurt Families and People with 
Intellectual Disabilities and Autism   

 
 

Families and people with intellectual disabilities will be badly hurt by cuts in funding if 
the budget that Governor Tom Corbett has recommended for the next fiscal year wins 
legislative approval, according to the members of the Pennsylvania Intellectual Disability 
and Autism (IDA) Services Coalition.  
 
The statewide coalition of advocates, families, providers and other stakeholders sees the 
Governor’s proposed cut of $30 million in state funding for people with intellectual 
disabilities as too deep. “The Governor’s budget as proposed offers no help to people 
waiting for services and reduces support for those citizens with severe disabilities whom 
the Governor has promised to protect,” said Gene Bianco, President of the Pennsylvania 
Association of Rehabilitation Facilities,. “This budget is focused on cutting funding and 
services, and those cuts are harmful to people with disabilities,” Bianco said.  
 
The IDA Coalition says that the Governor’s proposal to establish a new block grant 
program for counties will result in even steeper reductions in existing services to people 
with disabilities. “The Governor’s proposal to cut funding to county programs for people 
with disabilities and to consolidate the remaining funding into a block grant will mean 
significant cuts in services to people who are trying to live as independently as possible,” 
said Mark Murphy, CEO of the Disability Rights Network. “The community service 
system authorized by the Legislature in the 1966 MH/MR Act needs to be maintained and 
made stronger, not weakened,” Murphy said.  
 
IDA Coalition members see the proposed budget as once again failing those families 
whose adult children with intellectual disabilities are waiting for services, most of whom 
have been on waiting lists for many years. “This is the third year in a row that no funding 
has been proposed for the Intellectual Disabilities Waiting List. Even in these difficult 
economic times, we cannot walk away from our responsibilities to our most vulnerable 
neighbors,” said Maureen Cronin, Executive Director of The Arc of PA. 
 
 



  
  

 
 

The ID/A Coalition consists of statewide advocacy and provider organizations advocating for services for people with 
intellectual disabilities and autism in Pennsylvania. 

For additional information, contact any of the organizations listed: 
 

PA Association of Rehabilitation Facilities (717.657.7608)  Disability Rights Network (1.800.692.7443)        
PA Waiting List Campaign (877.372.WAIT)   PA Community Providers Association (717.364.3280)   
PA Association of Resources for Autism and Intellectual Disabilities (717.236.2374)  The Arc of PA (717.234.2621) 
 United Cerebral Palsy of PA (717.975.0611) 
   

  

 
Of great concern to the IDA Coalition are the family members who must cope with 
changes in circumstance. “The proposed budget ignores the thousands of aging parents 
who are living with the knowledge that they will have no one to care for their sons or 
daughters when they are gone. This is unconscionable,” said Sheila Stasko, Chairperson 
of the PA Waiting List Campaign.  “Hundreds of young adults are graduating from high 
school after years of developing their skills in the education system, and now they will 
have nowhere to go,” said Stasko.   
 
IDA Coalition members are also troubled that the budget fails to state clearly that federal 
and state funds will be provided to pay for any additional services authorized by the state 
for people currently receiving services whose needs change. “DPW cannot continue to 
force local community organizations to provide services that the state authorizes and then 
not pay for those services,” said Shirley Walker, President and CEO of PAR, 
Pennsylvania Advocacy and Resources for Autism and Intellectual Disabilities. “It is 
wrong and not sustainable.” 
 
Jeff Cooper, representing United Cerebral Palsy of PA, agreed. “This issue must be 
addressed by the Legislature. The ongoing practice of shortchanging community 
organizations puts at great risk the fiscal viability of Pennsylvania’s system of 
community services for people with intellectual disabilities,” Cooper said.   
 
The IDA Coalition is calling upon the Governor and the Legislature to honor the 
commitment that Pennsylvania has made to people with disabilities. “Services to people 
with intellectual disabilities have always been a core responsibility of state government. 
Everyone acknowledges that they are a priority – and so those services must be 
maintained and adequately funded this year,” said George Kimes, Executive Director of 
the Pennsylvania Community Providers Association. 
 
The IDA Coalition says that it will be advocating for a budget that is realistic and that 
offers the support required by Pennsylvanians helping people with disabilities.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
   
      


