
2/26/13 Announcement: Developed by DPW and BOM 

 

As part of a collaborative effort to be responsive to the challenges shared by applicants applying for a 
Behavior Specialist license, the Department of Public Welfare, the Department of State and the Board of 
Medicine met together earlier this month. We are pleased to provide an update on several steps that 
are being taken to facilitate the process of applying for licensure. 
 
Updated Application: The requirements for obtaining a license are not changing. However, to clarify the 
application process, a revised version of the application will be available on the BoM site this week. In 
a DPW/BoM joint effort to address the questions we have been receiving, this version of the application 
includes updated instructions, a process flowchart, and revised forms. Special consideration was given 
to addressing the difficulties in obtaining university, training and experience documentation.  

 
The Board of Medicine will accept any version of the application that is submitted. Please note, 
however, that using the most current version of the application should streamline the process and 
increase the likelihood of an application being processed without delays or the need for additional steps. 
 
NOTE: Applicants should continue to gather as much of the information together as possible, but it is 
recommended that you do not submit your application until the updated application is available.   
 
If you have already submitted an application, do not submit another one. If you are notified about a 
discrepancy, you should use the new forms when you submit any items that address a discrepancy.  
The Board of Medicine will accept any combination of the application and required forms. 
 
The most up-to-date application will be dated 2/26/2013 or later and will replace the version released 
earlier in February.  
 
IMPORTANT: An application SHOULD NOT be submitted until you have obtained a master’s or post 
master’s degree in an approved field or a related field AND have the required Functional Behavior 
Assessment and clinical experience.   
 
Approved fields include: Behavioral Analysis; Special Education; Speech Therapy; Psychology (School; 
Clinical; Counseling or Developmental); Professional Counseling; Social Work; Occupational Therapy; 
Nursing Specialty.  
 
For “another related field”, universities are asked to verify that the major is substantially related to 
the practice of a behavior specialist, which is defined in Act 62 as individuals working with children 
under the age of 21 with autism who “design, implement or evaluate a behavior modification plan.” 
 
You should review the revised application carefully prior to submitting it to make sure that it is 
complete and that you meet the requirements for a behavior specialist license.  
 
DPW/BoM Informational WebEx: An interactive WebEx with counties, MCOs and providers to discuss 
the clarified application process, as well as other considerations specific to the licensure requirement, is 
currently being planned for March. An announcement with specifics about this opportunity will be sent 
out as soon as the details are available.  

 


