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DRAFT County/Children Legislation June 17, 2013  

AN ACT 

Amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An act to consolidate, 

editorially revise, and codify the public welfare laws of the Commonwealth," further 

providing for county human services consolidated planning and reporting; in medical 

assistance benefit packages, providing for a premium schedule for disabled children; in 

children services, providing for payments to counties for services to children, further 

providing for provider submissions; and in human services block grant pilot program, 

providing for the expansion of the Human Services Block Grant Program. 

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby enacts as 

follows: 

Section 1.  Section 205.1 of the Act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31, No. 21), added June 

30, 2012 (P.L. 668, No. 80), known as the Public Welfare Code, is amended to read: 

 

*  *  * 

Section 3. Section 704.1 of the Act is amended to read: 

Section 704.1.  Payments to counties for services to children. 

 

* * * 

 

   (g) The department shall [, within forty-five days of each calendar quarter, pay fifty 

percent of the department's share of the county institution district's or its successor's 

estimated expenditures for that quarter]  process payments to each county pursuant to this 

article from funds appropriated by the General Assembly for each fiscal year by the date 

specified below or within 15 days of passage of the state budget, whichever is later: 
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(1) by July 15:  25% of the amount of state funds allocated to that county 

pursuant to section 709.3. 

 

(2) by August 31, or upon approval by the department of the county’s final 

cumulative report for its expenditures for the prior fiscal year, whichever 

is later: 25% of the amount of state funds allocated to that county pursuant 

to section 709.3, reduced by the amount of aggregate unspent state funds 

provided to the county during the previous fiscal year.    

 

(3) by November 30, or upon approval by the department of the county’s 

report for its expenditures for the first quarter of the fiscal year, whichever 

is later: 25% of the amount of state funds allocated to that county pursuant 

to section 709.3, reduced by the amount of unspent state funds already 

provided to the county for the first quarter of the fiscal year. 

 

(4) by February 28, or upon approval by the department of the county’s report 

for its expenditures for the second quarter of the fiscal year, whichever is 

later: 12.5% of the amount of state funds allocated to that county pursuant 

to section 709.3,  adjusted by the amount of overspending or 

underspending  of state funds in the previous quarters but not to exceed 

87.5% of that county's approved state allocation.   

 

(5) upon approval by the department of the county’s final cumulative report 

for its expenditures for the fiscal year: 12.5% of the amount of state funds 
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allocated to that county pursuant to section 709.3, adjusted by the amount 

of overspending or underspending of  state funds in the previous quarters.   

        

 (g.1)  If, after the final cumulative report for expenditures has been approved, a county 

has adjustments to revenues or expenditures for the time period covered by the 

expenditure report in addition to the payments pursuant to subsection (g), the county shall 

submit to the department a revised expenditure report.  The department may adjust any 

payment pursuant to subsection (g) to account for any revision to a county’s expenditure 

report after the report is approved. 

(g.2) Service contracts or agreements shall include a timely payment provision that 

requires counties to make payment to service providers within 45 days of the county's 

receipt of an invoice under the following conditions: 

 (1) The invoice satisfies the county's requirements for a complete and accurate 

invoice; and  

 (2) The county has received payment from the Department under subsection (g). 

* * * 

 

Section 4.  The Act is amended by adding a section to read: 

Section 704.3.  Provider submissions. 

(a) As used in this section, the term “provider” means an entity licensed or certified 

to provide twenty-four hour out-of-home community-based or institutional care and 

supervision of a child, with the care and supervision being paid for or provided by a 

county using Federal or State funds disbursed under this article. 
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(b) A provider shall submit information to the Department, in a form and manner 

prescribed by the Department, for the purposes of determining which costs of services are 

eligible for reimbursement with federal and state funds.   

(c) The Department shall use all available information to determine the maximum 

allowable amount of federal and state reimbursement. The Department shall advise 

providers and counties of the determination. 

(d) The Department shall convene a Task Force to include representatives from 

public and private children and youth social service agencies and other appropriate 

stakeholders as determined by the Secretary or Deputy Secretary for the Office of 

Children, Youth and Families. 

 (e) The Task Force established under subsection (d) shall develop recommendations 

for a reimbursement methodology for the purchase of services from providers. The Task 

Force shall be convened within 60 days after the effective date of this section and shall 

provide written recommendations to the General Assembly within one year of being 

convened. 

* * * 

 

Section 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

 


