
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCOPE: 
 
This bulletin applies to County MH/MR Administrators, Community Based and Inpatient Mental 
Health Providers, National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Pennsylvania, Parents Involved 
Network, Pennsylvania Mental Health Consumers Association, Pennsylvania Association of 
Rehabilitation Facilities, Mental Health Association of Pennsylvania, Western Pennsylvania 
Partnership for Family Support, Pennsylvania Protection and Advocacy, Pennsylvania 
Community Providers Association, County MH/MR Administrators Association, Pennsylvania 
Psychiatric Society, Pennsylvania Psychological Association, Pennsylvania Psychiatric 
Healthcare Systems, PA Marriage and Family Therapy Association, PA Chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers, Child and Adolescent Services System Program 
(CASSP) Institute, County CASSP Coordinators, Pennsylvania Council of Children, Youth, and 
Family Services, County Children and Youth Administrators, County Juvenile Chief Offices, 
Probation Administrators, and the Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission. 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
The purpose of this Bulletin is to:  
 

1. Advise the behavioral health community and other interested parties that the 1987 
version of the MH 781 “Consent for Voluntary Inpatient Treatment Form” is being 
revised. 

2. Share examples of a tracking sheet for mental health consent and a petition form on 
which a minor may object to mental health inpatient treatment. 

  
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Department has received requests for a sample petition of a minor age 14 or older but 
less than 18 years of age and a signature block on the MH 781 to include signatures of both 
the adolescent and the parent/guardian to sign when consent is being sought for a minor age 
14 or older but less than 18 years of age, based upon the passage of Act 147 which was 
enacted on November 23, 2004 with an effective date of January 22, 2005.   Act 147 amends 
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the act of February 13, 1970 (P.L. 19, No. 10), known as the Minor’s Consent to Treatment 
Act, in regard to the age of consent for inpatient and outpatient mental health treatment (35 PS 
10101.1).  
 
VOLUNTARY TREATMENT FOR MINORS OVER 14 AND UNDER 18 YEARS OLD UNDER 
THE MHPA AND ACT 2004-147 
 
Outpatient.  Either the parent1 or the minor can provide valid, effective consent.  If consent is 
provided by either, objection of the other is without legal effect.  No formal appeal mechanism 
exists to hear any objection. 
 
Inpatient.  Either the parent or the minor can provide valid, effective consent.  If consent is 
provided by either, objection of the other is without direct legal effect but either the parent or 
the minor can have any objection heard by the court of common pleas, which can terminate 
the voluntary treatment under applicable legal standards. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
While the Department of Public Welfare was not granted an official role in interpreting or 
enforcing the provisions of Act 147, there is nothing to preclude revising the existing MH 781 
form to encompass provisions of Act 147.  
 
Without changing the intent of the form under the Mental Health Procedures Act, the 
Department has updated the MH781- BCD Explanation of Voluntary Admission Rights, and the 
MH 781Consent to Voluntary Inpatient Mental Health Treatment so it may be used to consent 
for treatment by an adult, a parent of a minor of any age, or a minor age 14 or older but less 
than 18 years of age.   
 
Prior to Act 147 parents had the right under section 204 of the Mental Health Procedures Act 
to object to inpatient treatment of their child age 14 or older but less than 18 years of age by 
petitioning the court.  This has not changed.  Parental consent to treatment of their child may 
not be abrogated by the child, but now the minor aged 14 or older but less than 18 years of 
age may object to parental consent for inpatient treatment.  Inpatient facilities are required to 
submit a petition to the court when the minor age 14 or older but less than 18 years of age 
objects to the placement in the facility or the proposed inpatient treatment.  Based upon 
specific criteria in Act 147, the court determines whether inpatient treatment in a specific 
location should or should not continue.  Although the Department does not have the legal 
authority to mandate a particular form to petition the court by the minor age 14 or older but less 
than 18   years of age, the Department agreed upon the request of interested parties for such 
a form to develop a sample of the type of information which is appropriate for inclusion on such 
a petition.   
 
 
 
 

                                            
1 “parent” here includes “legal guardian,” if any. 
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PROCEDURE: 
 
Providers may make copies of the attached forms for completion as needed. 
 
1.  MH 781 

a. MH 781 Form- The form issued in February 1987 is replaced with the new version, 
effective on the date shown on the form and is to be used for voluntary inpatient 
treatment for children or adults. 

  
b. Form completion - The explanation of voluntary admission rights (MH 781 BCD) is to be 

given to the consenter, and in the case of a minor age 14 or older but less than 18 years 
of age both the parent(s) and minor.   Page 2 of the MH 781 is to be reviewed with the 
prospective patient and/or the child’s parent/legal guardian prior to obtaining signatures 
on the MH 781.   Please note that both pages for the form have space for: 1) the 
consenting party to sign as well as 2) the parent or legal guardian; or minor age 14 or 
older but less than 18 years of age, along with 3) a witness.  Obtaining the signatures of 
both the consenting party and the subsequent parent/legal guardian or minor age 14 or 
older but less than 18 years of age is not required.  

 
c. Voluntary admission to treatment may be withdrawn at any time by giving written notice. 

However, if at the time of consent to voluntary treatment, a waiting period is agreed 
upon (to remain in treatment for a specified time period after having given written notice 
of intent to withdraw from treatment) and is entered onto the consent form, it must not 
exceed 72 hours which is the maximum allowable waiting period according to the 
Mental Health Procedures Act. 

 

2.  Sample forms 
a. Tracking Form- Providers may choose to use the sample tracking sheet to keep a 

record of the documents used in the admission treatment process.  The use of this form 
is not required and providers may choose to develop or not develop such a form. 

 
b. Court petition-  In the event that a minor age 14 and older but less than  18 years of age 

objects to the consent given by the parent or legal guardian,  Act 147 at Section 1.1 (b) 
(7), requires “ the director of the facility or his designee shall file the signed petition with 
the court.”.  The importance of filing a petition as quickly as possible is emphasized  in 
Section 1.1 (b) (8) ” The court shall promptly  appoint an attorney for such minor person 
and schedule a hearing to be held within seventy two hours following the filing of the 
petition…”   If the facility has not already developed a form to be submitted to the court 
that is known to meet the local court’s requirements for such a petition, the facility may 
use the attached sample as a basis for developing a form which will meet the local 
court’s requirements for petition.   

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. ACT 147 Forms Consent for Voluntary Mental Health Treatment for Minors 
2. Mental Health Bill of Rights 
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 COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 
 

Bureau of Children’s Behavioral Health Services 
Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
P.O. Box 2675 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 
Telephone (717) 705-8289 
 

 


