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Legislative Call-In Day 
 
At the time this Legislative Alert goes to print a 2003-04 state budget has not passed in 
Pennsylvania.  The Commonwealth has remained for another week as the only state in the nation 
without a budget. Next week – the week of December 15 – is the only week left on the legislative 
Session calendar; at the end of next week, the General Assembly is in recess until January 2004. 
We must tell Governor Rendell and the legislators: RESTORE THE CUTS NOW!   
 
What YOU need to do 
The Pennsylvania Community Providers Association (PCPA) and the Mental Health Association of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania (MHASP) ask that you please set aside 20-30 minutes on Monday, 
December 15 to make several phone calls – preferably, to legislative leaders and the Governor’s 
Office (Harrisburg telephone numbers appear on the second page), or to your local legislators. 
The prime time for calls would be between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
 
If you wish to call your local legislators and do not know who they are, visit the following link in 
the Legislative Affairs section on the PCPA web site (be sure to know your zip code!): 
www.capwiz.com/lwv/officials/state/?lvl=C&state=pa. Or, visit the new look of the General 
Assembly’s web site at www.legis.state.pa.us (in the upper-right corner of the page), where a 
search engine has been added to quickly locate an individual’s legislators.  
 
The message to the Governor and the Legislature 
The message must be clear and succinct – whether speaking to the Governor’s Office, a legislator, 
or a staffer: 

 
Hello, my name is [   ] and I am a provider/staffer/consumer of services OR person in recovery. 
I live in [   ] county. I am a voter and a taxpayer and I live in your district [if appropriate]. 
 
The current state budget cuts $170 million from drug and alcohol treatment programs, mental 
health services and other human service programs. 
 
Pennsylvania’s drug and alcohol (D&A) programs were cut by almost 50%. 
 
Millions of dollars have been eliminated from Pennsylvania’s mental health (MH) services. 
 
In addition, over $33 million has been cut from other crucial human services funding. 
 
We support revenue enhancements and/or additional revenue sources that the Governor and 
Legislature deem necessary to properly fund programs. 

 
We MUST restore the cuts now – thank you for your time! 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
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How to contact the Governor and Legislative Leadership 
 
Governor Edward G. Rendell:       (717) 787-2500 (800) 932-0784 
 
Sen. Robert Jubelirer (R), President Pro Tempore:   (717) 787-5490 
Sen. David “Chip” Brightbill (R), Majority Leader:   (717) 787-5708 
Sen. Robert Mellow (D), Minority Leader:    (717) 787-6481 
Sen. Robert Thompson (R), Appropriations Chair:   717) 787-5709 
Sen. Vincent Fumo (D), Appropriations Minority Chair:  (717) 787-5662 
Sen. Harold Mowery (R), Public Health & Welfare Chair:  (717) 787-8524 
Sen. Vincent Hughes (D), Public Health & Welfare Min. Chair:  (717) 787-7112 
 
Rep. John Perzel (R), Speaker:     (717) 787-4610 
Rep. Samuel Smith (R), Majority Leader:    (717) 787-2016 
Rep. H. William DeWeese (D), Minority Leader:   (717) 783-3797 
Rep. David Argall (R), Appropriations Chair:    (717) 787-9024 
Rep. Dwight Evans (D), Appropriations Minority Chair:  (717) 783-1540 
Rep. George Kenney (R), Health & Human Services Chair:  (717) 787-8523 
Rep. Frank Oliver (D), Health & Human Services Min. Chair: (717) 787-3480 

 
Additional resources available 
The www.restorethecuts.org web site has additional information available, if needed, which 
includes talking points, press releases, etc. The PCPA web site, under the special “Pennsylvania 
Budget Information” area in the Legislative Affairs section, also includes detailed and historical 
information on this year’s budget process. 
 
Follow up with PCPA and MHASP 
In order to track Governor and legislative contacts, as well as the success of Legislative Call-In 
Day, PCPA and MHASP ask that you contact one of the Associations by emailing either Melissa 
DiSanto Simmons, PCPA Director of Legislative Affairs, at melissa@paproviders.org or Eleanor 
Daly, MHASP Director of Advocacy Services, at edaly@mhasp.org, with the following information: 

 
Your name/title/agency. 
Time of your call(s). 
Whom you called and with whom you spoke (name of staffer). 
The message you shared. 
Comments made to you during the call. 

 
PCPA and MHASP thank their respective membership and other concerned parties for your support 
and hard work to restore these cuts. Stay tuned to PCPA and MHASP for the latest in state budget 
information. 
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