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 The Rendell Administration 
 

PCPA is p eased to welcome Estelle Richman, Secretary-Designee of the l
Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare as the keynote speaker for the Annual 
Meeting on Wednesday, March 19. 
 

 The Mental Health/Mental Retardation (MH/MR) Coalition, of which PCPA is an active 
member, has finalized its 2003-04 state budget position.  A copy is attached.  The 
MH/MR Coalition has two meetings scheduled with Secretary-Designee Richman to 
discuss the budget and its impacts on these service areas. 

 
 PCPA will replicate its efforts of last year by finalizing a drug and alcohol (D&A) budget 

position for 2003-04.  This year, though, a Children’s component will be incorporated 
into the position.  Further information will be available shortly. 

 
 Governor Rendell is scheduled to deliver his budget address on Tuesday, March 4.  

However, it is rumored that the Governor will ask for an extension until about April, in 
order to have more time for consultation and development of ‘specifics’ in this difficult 
budget year.  PCPA will keep the membership apprised of budget developments. 

 
 A second round of budget freezes for the 2002-03 state fiscal year were announced on 

February 13.  PCPA did an analysis and overview, which is attached. 
 

 Dr. Jeffrey Beard has been re-confirmed as Pennsylvania Secretary of Corrections. 
 
 

 Update on the General Assembly 
 

 PCPA hosted a meeting with Lisa Nicholas, Executive Director of the House Children and 
Youth Committee.  Ms. Nicholas is fairly new to the position, which was established as a 
result of this newly-created Committee.  PCPA and Ms. Nicholas see several instances in 
the upcoming legislative Session for the Association and the Committee to work 
together, particularly on children’s drug and alcohol issues. 

 
 Senator Ed Helfrick and Senator Allen G. Kukovich hosted a meeting regarding plans for 

SB 26 [ending executions of the mentally retarded], to which PCPA was invited.  Both 
senators expressed deep appreciation for the role of providers in supporting this issue.  
Further information is forthcoming on plans for moving SB 26 to both a Committee and 
Floor vote. 
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 PCPA has designed a new way to track legislation of particular interest to the 
membership.  A copy of both the House and Senate tracking sheets are attached,  
along with a listing of links to bills which have been introduced. 
 
 

 Miscellaneous 
 

 The March session of GRI will be a one-day class allowing members to report on 
individual projects.  A visit to the Pennsylvania State Museum, sponsored by the 
Historical and Museum Commission, is also planned.  The April session will also be a 
one-day class, focusing on budget issues. 

 
 The Alumni Network is just about finalized!  Initial plans include considering a lobby day 

at the State Capitol, assisting to build the PCP PAC and support the Capitol 10 campaign, 
and grassroots legislative efforts.  If you are a GRI alumni and have NOT participated in 
Alumni Network discussions and emails but would like to participate, contact Melissa 
immediately. 

 
 The PCP PAC’s Capitol 10 campaign is ongoing!  Information regarding Capitol 10 is 

available on the PCPA website OR contact Melissa at the Association, a current GRI 
student or Alumni Network member, or member of the PCPA Board.  This year’s goal is 
to have 400 participants, and ALL contributions are welcome and appreciated. 

 
 If you are not currently on Melissa’s legislative/government e-mail list, and would like  

to be added, contact her at melissa@paproviders.org.  The list contains government   
and legislative information and news articles, and is not purged by region, topic, etc.    
If at any time you would like removed from the list, contact Melissa. 
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