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The Pennsylvania Community Providers Association (PCPA) designated 
Tuesday, May 25, as 2004 PCPA Lobby Day to advocate a 3% cost of living 
adjustment (COLA) for mental health, mental retardation and drug and alcohol 
services in the 2004/05 state budget and to try to work with legislators to develop 
a long-term funding strategy for Pennsylvania’s service system. 
 
George J. Kimes, Executive Director of PCPA, opened the press conference by 
speaking of PCPA’s stressed budget. “For the third year in a row,” he said, “we 
have been asked to accept no new increase,” adding that the increase is crucial 
for recruiting and retaining staff. He then encouraged the crowd to lobby their 
legislators, and introduced the first speaker, Sen. Allen Kukovich (D-
Westmoreland). 
 
Sen. Kukovich encouraged the crowd to put pressure on their legislators on the 
COLA issue and spoke of a shortage of human services funding in general. “We 
are seeking financial justice and fairness,” he told the crowd, “and the survival of 
an entire system upon which one million people depend.” He urged PCPA to be 
“vigilant and realistic,” and spoke of the need for both a short-term and a long-
term agenda. He stated, “It is time to begin to strategize and lobby” for human 
services in the long run, which was met with applause. 
 
Sen. Jake Corman (R-Centre) characterized the 3% COLA as his “top priority,” 
but said it “only scratches the surface of dealing with mental health and mental 
retardation.” He told PCPA members to “ask, beg and plead to your 
representatives” to include the COLA in the budget, so that next year they can 
work on “other, more important, bigger issues dealing with mental health and 
mental retardation.” 
 
Rep. Mike Veon (D-Beaver) thanked the members of PCPA assembled at the 
press conference for the work they have done and the time they took out of their 
schedule to attend PCPA Lobby Day. He reiterated his commitment to PCPA, 
saying “it is a difficult time, but you do difficult work, and you deserve a 3% 
COLA,” and he vowed to do his part to get the COLA in the budget this year. 
 
Rep. Steven Cappelli (R-Lycoming) said the PCPA was not a priority in either the 
state budget nor in the public welfare budget, and urged the PCPA to lobby the 
Welfare Department. “It is time that we start taking care of those who can’t take 
care of themselves, and time that we stop taking care of those who won’t take 
care of themselves,” he exclaimed. He, like Sen. Kukovich, acknowledged the 
need for a long-term strategy, and said he is “cautiously optimistic” about getting 
the 3% COLA in the budget this year. He concluded by urging the crowd to be 
vocal and adamant in their support of PCPA’s goals. 



 
Rep. Matt Good (R-Erie) told the crowd that his support of PCPA began when he 
visited a group home and learned what services the PCPA performed. He urged 
members to never reduce the mental health and mental retardation issue to 
statistics, to always add the “personal, human dimension” of their jobs, especially 
when they are urging their representatives to increase funding and develop a 
long-term funding strategy to create “continuity of care.” 
 
 


