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Dear Pennsylvania Community Providers Association Member, 

The Pennsylvania Offices of Developmental Programs and Mental Health/Substance Abuse have 
been working closely together to improve services and supports for people who have intellectual 
disabilities as well as mental health challenges.  It is well known that for years this has been a 
group of people who challenged both systems and the need for targeted joint attention has been 
recognized.   

Several initiatives are underway including the development of an official Pennsylvania 
curriculum that will increase the knowledge base for direct support professionals working in 
either the ODP or the OMHSAS system.  Attached for your comment, is the draft outline of 
topics and a brief description of the contents and learning objectives for each session.  The 
committee that has been working on this project has included a broad range of providers, county 
representatives, clinicians, educators and health care quality unit (HCQU) staff.  PCPA has been 
involved with the creation of the modules from the outset of this undertaking.  Currently, the 
Health Care Quality Unit staff is in the process of pilot testing each module for content, length 
and efficacy which we hope to have completed by November.  Following the pilot testing we 
will finalize the content for each module. 

We would like to offer PCPA members the opportunity to review the outline and brief content 
description and offer any comments.  We previewed a portion of Older Adults and Dual 
Diagnoses at the Building Bridges Conference.   We also previewed a brief portion of one 
module, Dual Diagnoses, Past, Present, and Future, at the October PCPA Catch the Wave 
conference.  As you are reviewing we would like to hear if you think the courses outlined will be 
useful to help direct support staff work more effectively with people who have dual diagnoses; 
do you think all the topics that need to be included are covered in the outline; do you think the 
number of courses will be in any way a barrier to getting staff trained; and do you have any 
concerns about the development and roll out of such a curriculum in PA? 



Please be aware that this is just the first step in the development of curricula to bolster the 
supports for people with dual diagnoses.  Yet to be created is training for clinicians, families who 
support their sons or daughters at home, shared living providers, first responders, and other 
groups.  Training for individuals about mental illness taught by individuals who have mental 
health challenges as well as intellectual disabilities is already underway.   Training for Certified 
Peer Specialists has been provided in the SE Region.  There are many other facets to the joint 
initiative but the curriculum for direct support professional is one of the first to demonstrate the 
commitment of the two state offices, ODP and OMHSAS. 

To access the draft curriculum, the outline and curriculum descriptions, go to: 
http://www.pchc.org/Education/Dual-Diagnosis-DSP-Curriculum/Dual-Diagnosis-DSP-
Curriculum.aspx. 

You will be able to comment directly on the website or direct comments to Dina McFalls, 
Philadelphia Coordinated Health Care, dmcfalls@pmhcc.org or 215 546 0300, 3674 and copy 
Linda Drummond (linda@paproviders.org).   Thank you for your interest in this project.   

On behalf of the Offices of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services and Developmental 
Programs, we would like to thank you for your input and support of this initiative. 

 

Sincerely, 
Dina J. McFalls, M.S., NADD-CCP 
Director, Philadelphia Coordinated Health Care 
Chair, ODP/OMHSAS Curriculum Committee 
 
Cc:  Philip Mader, OMHSAS 
 Lynn Patrone, OMHSAS 
 Kevin Friel, ODP 
 Fred Lokuta, ODP 
 Patty McCool, ODP 
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