
ODP Deputy Secretary Lokuta’s Holiday Message 
 
On July 4th 1966, Kimberly Ann Lokuta was born. She was a 
beautiful baby girl who struggled to stay alive from the moment 
she was born. In addition to having a diagnosis of Down 
Syndrome, she had other very serious congenital heart conditions 
that three years later would take her life. “If she had been born 
several years later, she would still be alive.“ These words have 
been spoken dozens of times over the years and still echo even till 
today. In her three short years on this earth, Kim felt the richness 
of parent’s love and devotion and the protectiveness of her two 
brothers and a sister. She was also surrounded by a caring, well 
connected family including grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins 
and many friends. Although her life was short, she experienced 
the magic of Christmas, the excitement of birthdays and security 
of knowing that she was loved unconditionally. In 1966, the 
medical professionals all agreed that her life would be short and 
they advised my parents to enjoy and cherish every day with her – 
and that they did.  
 

So how does this story about Kimberly Ann Lokuta relate to my 
holiday message to you? Well, the answer is simple. For me, 
Kimberly represented a life that reflects pureness, innocence, 
acceptance of everyone and an acknowledgment that each one of 
us needs the support of others. She symbolized a spirit of life and 
a spirit of happiness. Forty-seven years later, that legacy, her 
legacy, lives on and remains a gentle reminder of hope, possibility 
and contribution – the same reminders that seem to become 
more prominent in each of our lives during each holiday season.  

Today, my holiday wish extends to all of you and offers the 
opportunity to reflect on the importance of our work and the 



significant impact that we have on the lives of individuals with 
disabilities and their families. This reflection can help guide our 
future efforts in terms of turning possibilities into realities. Our 
planning efforts and the work that is needed to fulfill our vision 
can only exist with a continued sense of partnership, respect, 
understanding and a willingness to change.  
 

As each of us busy ourselves with the hustle and bustle of season 
preparation, please take a few moments to stop, look and listen. 
As you do, please realize that the same sense and feeling that you 
experience in regards to the season’s true meaning, can carry us 
forward throughout the year. 
 

Thank you and please have a very happy and healthy holiday 
season. 
 

Sincerely, 

Fred C. Lokuta  
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