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Limited Support for Mid-Year Freeze of State Budget Spending  
 

On January 13 state agencies and branches of government not subject to Governor Tom Corbett 

were to respond to the request made by Governor Tom Corbett that they reduce their own 

budgets. The Governor had announced a freeze of $222.4 million in state spending, reduced the 
budget under his control by $156.6 million and was seeking the other $65.7 million from 

independent entities such as the State System of Higher Education, the General Assembly and the 

courts. The only affirmative responses he had received by the deadline date were from state 

Treasurer Rob McCord ($1.2 million) and the Health Care Cost Containment Council ($80,000). 
The courts were asked $9 million but said that that most of their discretionary spending has 

already been allocated. The smaller State Ethics Commission said it would strive for savings but 

did not set a number. Senate President Joseph Scarnati, R-Jefferson County, said his caucus 
would try to freeze its share ($8.2 million). House Republicans are considering a midyear freeze. 

House and Senate Democrat caucuses have not responded.  There has been no response from the 

Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency which was asked for $21.1 million and the 

Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education was still considering the request for $20.6 
million. So the administration says that it is planning for reductions of $156.6 million. Through 

December, the state reports that revenues are running $468 million under projections thus far on a 

$27.16 billion budget. Revenues are running 1.5 percent ahead of last year at this time. FMI: 
Contact PARF at parfmail@parf.org. 

 

DPW Contracts for Audits of Providers of Human Services   
 

The PA Department of Public Welfare (DPW) has notified fifty (50) organizations providing 
services under contract with various DPW offices that they will face an examination to be 

conducted by the certified public accounting firm Maher Duessel. The scope of the examination 

is described in a contract between the Department of Public Welfare and the public accounting 

firm Maher-Duessel. Organizations to be examined are listed. The contract beginning January 2 
and ending June 30, 2012 requires Maher Duessel to follow an examination process and report on 

various compliance areas, including: Real estate - rental and owned, cost allocation plan, related 

party transactions, motor vehicles, and direct/indirect administrative costs. The listed amount of 
DPW and/or county funding for providers under review totals is near $594 million. The number 

of providers contracting with state offices include one (1) provider contracted with the Office of 

Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL, 23 providers with the Office of Children, 

Youth and Families (OCYF), 14 providers with the Office of Developmental Programs (ODP), 
three providers with the   Office of Long Term Living (OLTL), and the nine (9) with the Office of 

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS). The examination process will be in 

accordance with the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants' Statement on Standards 
for Attestation Engagements (SSAE) No. 10 and 11, Agreed-Upon Procedures Engagements,. 

These standards are at http://www.aicpa.org/Research/Standards/AuditAttest/Pages/SSAE.aspx. 

FMI: The contract can be accessed online at 
http://contracts.patreasury.gov/View.aspx?ContractID=171867.  
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PA Supreme Court Rejects State Legislative Redistricting Plan   
  

On January 25 Pennsylvania Supreme Court rejected the ordered the Pennsylvania Legislative 

Reapportionment Commission plan to change state House and Senate redistricts and said that the 

current approach is contrary to the law. The plan to redraw the state House and Senate boundaries 
was approved last month by the five-member commission comprised of the four PA legislative 

caucus leaders and a retired state court judge. In the 4-3 decision on the plan, the court majority 

said their opinion would be released later. According to the January 25 order, the 2011 
Legislative Reapportionment Plan has been remanded back to the reapportionment commission. 

The two-page order that was released said the current district lines will remain in force until the 

commission comes up with a new plan that meets the court’s approval. Part of the court order 
changed certain deadlines for the primary petition process for candidates, and the majority said 

any signatures on nominating petitions that were collected on the first two days of the three-week 

petition circulation period would be considered valid.  PA Republican legislative leaders say the 

plan was developed fairly and in keeping with population changes in the 2010 federal Census. PA 
Democratic legislative leaders said that the plan was too partisan and did not reflect the interests 

of communities. FMI: For a copy of documents see http://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/. For 

comments by PA legislative leaders see www.pasenate.com and www.pasenategop.com. 
 

PA House Committee to Hold Hearing on New DPW Assets Test for Food Stamps 
 

The Pennsylvania House of Representatives Human Services Committee is scheduled to hold a 

hearing on the new assets test that the PA Department of Public Welfare is planning to impose in 

determining an individual’s eligibility for federal food stamps. The hearing will be held on 
Thursday, March 15 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 60 in the East Wing of the Sate Capitol. FMI: See 

www.legis.state.pa.us. 

 

PA Moves Forward with Health Insurance Exchanges 
 

On December 28 the PA Department of Insurance submitted a request for $33 million in federal 

funding to complete planning and begin development and design of a health insurance exchange. 

On January 22 the PA Department of Insurance announced its intent to move forward with the 

exchanges which are scheduled to be established in 2014 under the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act (PPACA). States are given the right of first refusal regarding 

implementation of the exchanges, but if a state refuses, the federal government will operate the 

exchange as well as the eligibility determinations for a state’s Medicaid program. The exchanges 
will operate as insurance regulators, as gatekeepers to the state’s Medicaid program and as 

administrators for a new federally-funded income subsidy program related to health insurance. 

The Commonwealth faces a deadline of January 1, 2013 deadline. If a state is not deemed ready 
for the 2014 exchange implementation deadline, the states will be placed under the federally-

operated exchange.  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/health_insurance/9189/health_insurance

_exchange/1064758 
See also http://pahealthaccess.org/blog/pennsylvania-moving-forward-insurance-marketplace-

industry-working-influence-lawmakers-do-bare- 
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DPW Implements New PA Medical Assistance Limits and Co-payments  
 

On January 26 the Department of Public Welfare (DPW) Medical Assistance Advisory 
Committee (MAAC) was updated on the implementation of new co-payments as well as limits on 

pharmacy and dental services. The DPW Office of Medical Assistance (OMAP) reported that 

pharmacy limits were implemented on January 3, and since then, there have been 934 appeals, 

none of which cited circumstances based on the specific criteria which would permit benefits to 
continue.  There have been 246 exception requests involving 294 medications, and of those 

requests approximately 50 percent have been approved.  OMAP says that consumers will be 

charged for a prescription only when DPW has made the determination not to pay and has 
informed the provider of its decision, the provider has offered the consumer the choice to receive 

or not receive the prescription, and the consumer has chosen to receive the prescription.  At this 

point, two MCOs are implementing the prescription limits. Concerning limits on dental services, 

from September 30 through November 30, there were exception requests for 2,219 total line 
items.  Of those, 85 were approved and 54 are still under review.  There have been 24 appeals 

with five (5) hearings being scheduled. DPW also reported that it has identified 38,107 families 

with incomes greater than or equal to 200% of the FPL and therefore subject to a co-payment 
under Act 22.  DPW is working on the changes necessary in the system to implement the co-pay 

requirements, subject to federal and state requirements and expects to implement the co-pay in 

September.  Implementation will occur under provisions of the Deficit Reduction Act rather than 
Medical Assistance rules.  There will be an overall cap of five percent of family income and no 

co-pay will exceed 20% of the cost of the service or item at the time the service is provided or the 

item purchased.  DPW said that providers will be responsible for collecting co-pays and DPW 

will be outlining the methods which providers may use. FMI: See www.dpw.state.pa.us. See 
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/provider/doingbusinesswithdpw/medicalassistance/whatsnew/S_0014

92 
 

DPW Reports on Results of Mid-Year Freeze in State Budget 
 

On January 26 the Department of Public Welfare (DPW) Medical Assistance Advisory 

Committee (MAAC) received a report from various DPW offices on the impact of recent cuts. 
The Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) said that the recent 

budget freeze calling for a 2% cut for mental health services resulted in reductions for various 

OMHSAS programs, including: a $8.1 million cut in state mental hospitals, a $6.2 million cut in 

county programs, a $1.9 million cut in the mental health portion of Behavioral Health Services, 
and a $1.4 million cut in the Drug and Alcohol (D&A) portion of Behavioral Health Services. 

There are no cuts in either Act 152 funds or in mental health capitation funding. The OMAP 

Bureau of Managed Care indicated that as a result of the twenty percent (20%) cut in the FY 2012 
budget for the Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP), some counties are concerned 

that they will run out of money for transportation services.  DPW said that efforts to work with 

counties on cost savings initiatives will continue and that the DPW staff is working with the 
budget offices to determine whether there is additional funding available.  DPW is continuing to 

work on the details around implementing co-pays for transportation services within federal and 

state requirements. The Office of Long Term Living reported that pending federal approval the 

LIFE rates will be reduced by 5%, retroactively to July 1, 2011. FMI: See 
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/provider/doingbusinesswithdpw/medicalassistance/whatsnew/S_0014

92 
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DPW Accounts for Drop in MA Enrollment 
 

On January 26 the PA Department of Public Welfare (DPW) Office of Income Maintenance 
provided data to the DPW Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC) on MA enrollment 

relating to efforts to deal with the backlog. The data included only annual reviews, semi-annual 

reviews, letters which the system might generate, and information exchanges with other systems.   

OIM said that at this point, reviews of 304,000 cases (579,000 people) have been completed, and 
of those completed 230,000 cases (443,000 people) have been determined eligible.  The number 

of eligible people includes 196,000 children and 247,000 adults.  A total of 74,000 cases (136,000 

people) have been discontinued.  Of those, 71,000 are children and 65,000 are adults.  A total of 
about 48,000 people have been reopened including 23,000 children and 25,000 adults.  Renewals 

represent about one-third of the cases. OIM said it is reviewing all individuals who have been 

closed, beginning with high risk populations, in order to determine if the actions taken are correct.  

In response to news reports on MA enrollment changes OIM noted that previous individual level 
data included duplicate counts although budget level data are accurate.  OIM said that DPW 

changed its method of counting individuals in its December MA eligibility statistics. OIM 

provided no details on the nature of the change in methodology. FMI: See 
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/provider/doingbusinesswithdpw/medicalassistance/whatsnew/S_0014

92 

 
PennDOT Not Accepting Applications for 5310 Funding of Accessible Vehicles  
 

In the January 28, 2012 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the PA Department of 

Transportation (PennDOT) announced that it will not accept applications for funding under the 

Section 5310 program fiscal year 2011-2012 until further notice.  PennDOT says that because of 
changes being made in the application process, applications will not be received until further 

notice. The notice in the December 17, 2011 Pennsylvania Bulletin relating to the receipt of 

applications for the State-administered Section 5310 Program has been rescinded. Under the 
Section 5310 program, private nonprofit organizations and designated public bodies may apply 

for federal capital assistance to pay up to 80% of the purchase cost of new wheelchair accessible 

small transit vehicles and other equipment used to provide needed transportation services for 

senior citizens and persons with disabilities who cannot be reasonably accommodated by existing 
transportation providers. FMI: Contact Ben Brosius, Bureau of Public Transportation, (717) 787-

1211, bbrosius@pa.gov. See http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol42/42-4/156.html. 

 

ODP Finds Errors in Codes, Reprocesses Claims  
 

On January 27 the PA of Developmental Programs (ODP) issued ODP Announcement 004-12 to 

communicate to direct service providers that an automated claims reprocessing occurred during 

the calendar week of January 22, 2012. ODP says that during the first ten days of January 2012, it 

discovered that error status codes (ESCs) 5578, 5590, 5595, 5596, and 5671 were not executing 
appropriately. The source of the issue was identified and corrected immediately. ODP says that a 

reprocessing took place in order to restore the logic associated with the limitation edits. Claims 

submitted from December 31, 2011, through January 10, 2012 were impacted. ODP says that the 
reprocessing would be captured on January 30, 2012 remittance advices. Any payments resulting 

from the reprocessing activity will be issued on February 8, 2012. FMI: See 

www.odpconsulting.net. 
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PA Governor Nominates Gary Tennis to Lead Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs 
 

On January 24 Governor Tom Corbett nominated Gary Tennis to serve as secretary of the 

Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP). Tennis is retired from his previous position 

as chief of the legislation unit in the Philadelphia’s District Attorney’s Office. Tennis served as 
executive director of the President’s Commission on Model State Drug Laws in 1993. In 

announcing the appointment, Governor Corbett said the first order of business for the new 

Secretary will be to analyze the provision of drug and alcohol services and streamline those 
services, which are currently provided through several agencies including the state departments of 

Health and Public Welfare. The Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs was created under 

Act 50 of 2010.It will establish a plan for the management and allocation of state and federal 
funds used to oversee alcohol and drug prevention, intervention and treatment services. FMI: See 

January 24, 2012 PA Governor’s Office news release at 

http://www.governor.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/governor%27s_web_site/2985. 

 

Pennsylvania Launches Justice Reinvestment Initiative 
 

On January 26 Governor Tom Corbett met with members of the Justice Reinvestment Initiative 

and encouraged them to develop recommendations for reducing the crime rate, decrease 

recidivism and manage corrections spending more efficiently. The Justice Reinvestment Initiative 
is a newly-formed panel of judges, lawmakers, state cabinet members and other officials studying 

ways to increase public safety in Pennsylvania and reduce spending on corrections, The panel is 

being led by Mark Zimmer, chairman of the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 

Delinquency, and Department of Corrections Secretary John Wetzel. The group will meet 
regularly during the next several months to review data analysis, hear from local government 

representatives, prosecutors and public defenders, victim advocates, treatment providers and 

others, before crafting policy proposals. Contributing to the project is the Council of State 
Governments Justice Center in partnership with the Pew Center on the States and the U.S. 

Department of Justice. FMI: See PCCD online at www.pccd.state.pa.us. The Department of 

Corrections is online at www.cor.state.pa.us. 

 

Governor Corbett Invites Nominations for Citizen Service Awards 
 

On January 19 Governor Tom Corbett encouraged Pennsylvania residents to nominate 

Pennsylvania citizen heroes for a Congressional Medal of Honor Society and Foundation award 

to be presented in March. The Citizen Service before Self honors program recognizes people who 
have demonstrated a willingness to sacrifice for others, whether it was risking one’s life through a 

single act of extraordinary heroism or through a prolonged series of selfless acts. The 

commendable acts must have taken place within the past three years. Nominees may include 
individuals who are deceased. The nomination deadline is Friday, February 10. Three individuals 

will be selected to receive the award at a March 23 ceremony in conjunction with the National 

Medal of Honor Day at Arlington Cemetery in Arlington, Va. Previous Pennsylvania honorees 

included Timothy Brooks, who rescued a woman and her three children from the Delaware River 
after a boating accident, and Dr. Pascal Spino, for his career-long commitment to treating 

children. For more information about the award and to make a nomination, go to 

www.CitizenServiceBeforeSelfHonors.org 
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President Obama Offers State of the Union Address 
 

On January 24 President Barack Obama presented his State of the Union address to Congress, His 
address offered a “blueprint for the future” emphasizing the importance of increasing the 

education and skills of Americans, changing the corporate tax structure, and promoting 

homegrown energy. President Obama made reference to health and human services in remarks on 

Medicare and Social Security which he tied to taxes and deficit reduction. The President said that 
he was prepared to make more reforms that rein in the long-term costs of Medicare and Medicaid 

and strengthen Social Security so long as those programs remain a guarantee of security for 

seniors and that in return, the tax code needed to be changed. Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels 
offered the Republican response to President Obama’s State of the Union address (watch the full 

address at left): FMI: See www.whitehouse.gov. See http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/2012/01/24/remarks-president-state-union-address. See also 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/blueprint_for_an_america_built_to_last.pdf 
See http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-503544_162-57365415-503544/mitch-daniels-gop-response-

full-text/?wpisrc=nl_wonk.  

 

U.S. House of Representatives Set to Act on Repeal of CLASS Act  
 

On January 25 House of Representatives began consideration of legislation that would repeal the 

Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) program, H.R. 1173. The House 

Ways and Means Committee and the Energy and Commerce Committee have already approved 
legislation to repeal the CLASS program provisions that were included in the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act. The CLASS program was approved as part of the health care reform 

legislation in order to address the needs of individuals seeking to maintain independence in the 

community. The program was also intended to provide an alternative to the use of Medicaid to 
assist people with disabilities and people with low income. FMI: See www.house.gov. See 

http://democrats.rules.house.gov/SpecialRules_details.aspx?NewsID=5196. For background 

information on CLASS advocacy efforts see http://www.advanceclass.org/background/fact-sheet.  

 

CMS Ready to Assist on Application of CoP Guidelines on Rehabilitation Services  
 

Officials at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) are encouraging hospitals and 

healthcare providers not to be overly concerned regarding the interpretive guidelines contained in 

CMS Transmittal 72- Revised Appendix A: Conditions of Participation and Interpretive 
Guidelines for Hospitals issued in November 2011.  The American Medical Rehabilitation 

Providers Association (AMRPA) reports that CMS staff involved with the guidelines have told 

AMRPA that they would intercede to assist those cited.  CMS Transmittal 72 includes 
interpretive guidelines for surveyors testing for compliance with the hospital conditions of 

participation (CoP) regarding referrals by certain practitioners for rehabilitation services in 

hospital programs. These guidelines state that rehabilitation services must be ordered by 
physicians or other qualified and licensed practitioners who have medical privileges at the 

hospital to which they refer patients and this order must be signed by the practitioner before 

treatment can commence. PARF member hospitals or units cited for failure to comply with the 

survey and certification guidelines should contact PARF at parfmail@parf.org. FMI: For a copy 
of CMS Transmittal 72, see www.cms.gov. See the CMS State Operations Manual, pages 412 

and 413 at https://www.cms.gov/manuals/downloads/som107ap_a_hospitals.pdf.  
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DOJ and Commonwealth of Virginia Agree on Institutional Closures and HCBS Expansion 
 

On January 26 the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) announced that the Commonwealth of 
Virginia had entered into agreement with DOJ on complying with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act (ADA). The settlement results from an investigation by DOJ of Virginia’s developmental 

disabilities system. After the investigation DOJ issued a letter of findings on February 10, 2011, 

that outlined violations of the ADA. Under the settlement Virginia will close four (4) of the 
state’s five (5) institutions for people with developmental disabilities, and over the next ten (10) 

years it will provide nearly 4,200 Medicaid home and community-based waivers. Virginia will 

also enhance its crisis services and provide family supports for 1,000 individuals currently 
residing in the community. Housing and employment assistance will also be expanded. FMI: See 

http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2012/January/12-crt-111.html. FMI: For more information on the 

Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division efforts to enforce ADA and the Olmstead decision see 

www.ada.gov/olmstead. See www.justice.gov/crt concerning other laws enforced by DOJ.  
 

Class Action Suit in Oregon Aimed at Segregation in Employment Services 
 

On January 25 eight (8) individuals and the United Cerebral Palsy Association of Oregon and 

Southwest Washington, Inc. filed a lawsuit against Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber and high 
ranking officials at the Oregon Department of Human Services requesting the U.S. District Court 

in Oregon to issue an injunction requiring the defendants to, among other things, “administer, 

fund, and operate its employment services system in a manner which does not relegate persons 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities to segregated workshops and which includes an 

adequate array of integrated employment and supported employment services, as to avoid 

unnecessary segregation.” The complaint, filed on behalf of the plaintiffs by Disability Rights 

Oregon, seeks “class action” certification alleging, among other things, that “over 2,300 
individuals are segregated in sheltered workshops in Oregon at any given time, most of whom 

could and would prefer to work in an integrated employment setting.” The lawsuit characterizes 

sheltered workshops as “an outdated service model which is based upon the stereotype that 
people with disabilities cannot engage in competitive employment and are not capable of 

succeeding at real work.” The complaint also asserts that “virtually all persons with disabilities in 

sheltered workshops are capable of working in integrated employment settings” i.e., at or above 

minimum wage. The lawsuit alleges violations of the ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act. The press release issued by Disability Rights Oregon explains that they are “seek[ing] an end 

to segregated sheltered workshops.” To read the complaint, see 

http://media.oregonlive.com/politics_impact/other/lawsuit.pdf. 
 

DOL Promotes Employment of People with Disabilities in Federal Agencies  
 

On January 12 the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) and the U.S. Office of Personnel 

Management (OPM) sent a letter to the heads of federal departments and agencies reminding 
them of their roles in implementing Executive Order 13548 - Increasing Federal Employment of 

Individuals with Disabilities. The memorandum describes several tools that can be used by 

federal departments and agencies to recruit and hire qualified individuals with disabilities into the 

federal workforce. These resources include www.eFedLink.org, the Workforce Recruitment 
Program and the shared list of people with disabilities hosted on the MAX Federal Community. 

FMI: See http://www.dol.gov/odep/wrp/DOLOPM.pdf. 
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CMS Resources Offers New Resources for DMEPOS Round 2  
 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has announced that new educational 
materials for the Round 2 and national mail-order competitions of the Medicare Durable Medical 

Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies (DMEPOS) Competitive Bidding Program are 

now available. The resources are available on the Competitive Bidding Implementation 

Contractor (CBIC) website at www.DMECompetitiveBid.com. CMS urges all bidders to take 
advantage of the new materials, including the DBidS Reference Guide and the webcast, entitled 

How to Submit a Bid, which explains how to submit a bid using the online bidding system DBidS.  

All webcasts are available on demand 24 hours a day, seven days a week. There is no charge to 
view the webcasts, and a transcript for each webcast is also posted on the website. To view the 

webcasts, please go to the CBIC website, select Bidding Suppliers: Round 2 & National Mail-

Order, and choose Education Events. For more information or assistance, contact the CBIC 

customer service center toll-free at 877-577-5331 from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. prevailing Eastern Time, 
Monday through Friday, throughout the registration and bidding periods.  

 

IRS Releases Final Form 990 
 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has released its final Form 990 for 2011. Most of the 
significant changes apply to tax-exempt organizations with joint ventures and investment 

partnerships; foreign activities or investments; and hospitals. The 2011 instructions require an 

organization with joint ventures and investment partnerships to use Schedule K-1 reported 
amounts, rather than amounts from their books and records, to report revenues, expenses and 

assets regarding these investments. Schedule H for tax-exempt hospitals has been expanded for 

2011. The change accommodates questions relating to the new health care law and hospitals’ 

community needs assessment practices, financial assistance policies, billing and collection 
practices and emergency care policies. In the section of Form 990 concerning board governance 

practices, the 2011 form requires that if a governing body delegates broad authority to an 

executive committee or similar committee, the filing organization should explain those 
responsibilities in Schedule O. The 2011 instructions also clarify that organizations should 

answer “No” if they merely inform their governing body that a copy of their Form 990 is 

available upon request, instead of having each of them review the form before filing. For more 

information on changes to the 2011 Form 990, see 
http://www.irs.gov/instructions/i990/ar01.html#d0e30 

 
DOL Examines Challenges of Aging Workforce in Health Care Industry  
 

On January 26 Kathy Martinez, Assistant Secretary of Labor for the U.S. Department of Labor 

(DOL) Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP), held a one-day symposium in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey,  examining the challenges for the health care industry posed by an aging 

workforce. Assistant Secretary Martinez told state and national experts in health care and 
workforce development that "with a workforce already older than found in many other sectors, 

health care employers will need to re-think their current employment policies and practices in 

order to retain talented older staff and create job opportunities for new trainees of all ages." The 
symposium was developed for the Office of Disability Employment Policy through the John J. 

Heldrich Center for Workforce Development at Rutgers University. FMI: See 

http://www.dol.gov/_sec/newsletter/2012/20120126.htm#odep.  
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http://www.irs.gov/instructions/i990/ar01.html#d0e30
http://www.dol.gov/_sec/newsletter/2012/20120126.htm#odep
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APA Proposes New Definition of Autism 
 

On January 20 the American Psychiatric Association (APA) announced that it has proposed new 
diagnostic criteria for the fifth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 

Disorders (DSM-5) for autism. APA said that the final decisions are still months away. APA 

notes that the recommendations reflect the work of dozens of the nation’s top scientific and 

research minds and are supported by more than a decade of intensive study and analysis. The 
proposal by the DSM-5 Neurodevelopmental Work Group recommends a new category called 

autism spectrum disorder which would incorporate several previously separate diagnoses, 

including autistic disorder, Asperger’s disorder, childhood disintegrative disorder and pervasive 
developmental disorder not otherwise specified. The proposal asserts that symptoms of these four 

disorders represent a continuum from mild to severe, rather than a simple yes or no diagnosis to a 

specific disorder. The proposed diagnostic criteria for autism spectrum disorder specify 

a range of severity as well as describe the individual’s overall developmental status--in social 
communication and other relevant cognitive and motor behaviors. APA says that field testing of 

the proposed criteria for autism spectrum disorder does not indicate that there will be any change 

in the number of patients receiving care for autism spectrum disorders in treatment centers--just 
more accurate diagnoses that can lead to more focused treatment. However, on January 19 The 

New York Times had reported that a new analysis presented at the Icelandic Medical Association 

by researchers from the Yale School of Medicine had concluded that the proposed changes in the 
definition of autism would sharply reduce the skyrocketing rate at which the disorder is diagnosed 

and might make it harder for many people who would no longer meet the criteria to obtain health, 

educational and social services. Researchers involved in the study will publish their research in 

the April print edition of the Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry (JAACP). FMI: For the APA release, see http://www.dsm5.org/Documents/12-

03%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorders%20-%20DSM5.pdf. See also 

http://www.dsm5.org/Pages/Default.aspx. To read the complete NYT article, see 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/health/research/new-autism-definition-would-exclude-

many-study-suggests.html.  

 

HHS Releases Report on Disability Data in National Surveys  
 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has released a final report that 
Mathematica Policy Research, Inc had completed on August 22, 2011 on disability data in 

national surveys. The report offers general observations on the types of disability data that are 

collected and used based on a review of 40 surveys. MPR found that the specific measures of 
disability and wording of questions designed to elicit information about a particular type of 

disability (for example, visual impairment), differ markedly across surveys. MPR found that a 

concerted effort is being made to use a uniform set of disability indicators across surveys, but few 
surveys contain measures to specifically identify individuals with cognitive or intellectual 

disabilities and measures to identify specific health conditions underlying disability also are 

uncommon. MPR also says consumption, expenditures, job accommodations, transportation and 

means for getting around outside of the home, environmental barriers, and community supports 
are the general topic areas least commonly addressed for people with disabilities in the surveys 

that were reviewed. FMI: See  

http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/publications/PDFs/disability/Data_National_Surveys.pdf. 

http://www.dsm5.org/Documents/12-03%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorders%20-%20DSM5.pdf
http://www.dsm5.org/Documents/12-03%20Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorders%20-%20DSM5.pdf
http://www.dsm5.org/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/health/research/new-autism-definition-would-exclude-many-study-suggests.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/health/research/new-autism-definition-would-exclude-many-study-suggests.html
http://www.mathematica-mpr.com/publications/PDFs/disability/Data_National_Surveys.pdf

