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Deadlines for PARF 2012 Annual Conference Extended to August 22 
 

In making preparations to attend the PARF 2012 Annual Conference to be held from Tuesday, 

September 18 to Friday, September 21, 2012, at the Nittany Lion Inn, State College, PA, those 

planning to attend the PARF Conference must act by Wednesday, August 22 to reserve a room at 
special rates at the Nittany Lion Inn.  Special Conference rates for lodging at the Nittany Lion Inn 

that were in effect until 11:59 pm on Saturday, August 18 have been extended to Wednesday, 

August 22, 2012. Please make arrangements for rooms as soon as possible. Space at the Nittany 
Lion Inn is limited. Registrants should identify themselves as a participant of the 2012 PARF 

Annual Conference (#PARI12B) to receive special rates. Hotel reservations should be made 

directly with the Nittany Lion Inn by calling 1-800-233-7505 or by visiting 
www.pshs.psu.edu/nittanylioninn.  The 2012 PARF Annual Conference brochure and the 

Conference registration form are available at the PARF website at www.parf.org and on the 

PARF Conference webpage at http://www.parf.org/site2/?page_id=11. This year’s annual 

conference – Rehabilitation 2012: Challenges & Commitments – features three keynote 
presentations that open each day’s events, an annual meeting of PARF members, an awards 

luncheon and thirty-eight conference sessions. FMI: Contact PARF at parfeducation@parf.org.  
 

PA Commonwealth Court Decides PA Voter ID Law Constitutional, Denies Injunction 
  

On August 15 PA Commonwealth Court Judge Robert Simpson issued a seventy (70) page 

opinion denying a request by plaintiffs for a preliminary injunction to prevent the Voter ID law 
(Act 18 0f 2012) from going into effect for the November 2012 elections. The law requires the 

showing of identification for voting, which can include a driver’s license, military ID cards, U.S. 

passports, identification cards from accredited Pennsylvania colleges or universities, 

Pennsylvania senior care facility IDs, or other photo identification cards issued by the federal, 
Pennsylvania, county or municipal governments. The plaintiffs had argued that many voting blocs 

– including senior citizens, students, minorities, people with disabilities and the poor – would be 

barred from casting their ballots if the law was upheld. In his opinion, Judge Simpson ruled that 
that there is no proof that the plaintiffs would be inevitably disenfranchised  He said that the PA 

Department of State and other agencies showed their commitment to educating the public about 

the law.  Simpson also ruled that the education and outreach performed by the Commonwealth 

and through the Corbett administration is much harder to stop now that it has started. Judge 
Simpson also said that he was not convinced that the plaintiffs would prevail on the merits of the 

case. Simpson also said that the law is applied equally to every voter in the Commonwealth and 

not targeted at a specific group so as to disenfranchise them. He said that it was not 
unconstitutional to merely ask a voter to provide identification and it was within the purview of a 

state to regulate elections. FMI: For the ruling see http://www.scribd.com/doc/102939529/Judge-

Simpson-Ruling and  http://www.pacourts.us/NR/rdonlyres/676A25C6-3760-4376-B7EF-
71EA4A6623F9/0/CMW330MD2012ApplewhiteDetermPrelimInj_081512.pdf. For analysis and 

commentary, see http://jonathanturley.org/2012/08/16/pennsylvania-judge-denies-injunction-of-

state-id-law/. 
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PA Commonwealth Court Decision on Voter ID Law Challenged 
 

On August 16 plaintiffs that sought to obtain an injunction from the PA Commonwealth Court to 
halt the application of the Pennsylvania Voter Identification law appealed the August 15 decision 

of the PA Commonwealth Court to the state Supreme Court, arguing that that the Commonwealth 

Court ignored much of the testimony presented by individuals who said the law would make it 

difficult for them to vote in the November 6 general election. FMI: See www.pacourts.us. See  
See http://www.pacourts.us/NR/rdonlyres/676A25C6-3760-4376-B7EF-

71EA4A6623F9/0/CMW330MD2012ApplewhiteDetermPrelimInj_081512.pdf.  

 

PA Governor Corbett Focuses on Implementing Voter ID Law  
 

On August 15 PA Governor Tom Corbett responded to the decision of the PA Commonwealth 

Court to move ahead with the implementation of the PA Voter ID law, saying that Pennsylvania 

would now focus attention on ensuring that every state citizen who wants to vote has the 

necessary identification. PA Secretary of the Commonwealth Carol Aichele said that she was 
pleased Judge Simpson affirmed the constitutionality of the voter ID law and that outreach efforts 

would continue to make sure all legal Pennsylvania voters know about the law and know how to 

get a free ID to vote if needed For more information, visit www.votesPA.com. Secretary Aichele 
announced enhancements to the state’s website www.VotesPA.com, and the VotesPA outreach 

efforts on Facebook and Twitter. The Votes PA website features a new layout that assists voters 

in finding information about which photo IDs are accepted at the polls, and how to obtain an 
acceptable ID. The website contains a “resource center” where voters can view frequently asked 

questions (FAQs). The information is available in English and Spanish. Pennsylvania voters can 

get the latest news and learn from tips posted to the VotesPA Facebook and the @VotesPA 

Twitter accounts. Both outlets are available to voters as a forum to learn about the law and how it 
applies to them. Information on the voter ID law is available at www.votesPA.com, by calling 1-

877-VOTESPA (1-877-868-3772), on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/PADepartmentofState, 

or on Twitter at www.Twitter.com/VotesPA.  
. 

PA House Committee Issues Report on FY 2012-13 State Budget and County Services  
 

On August 15 the PA House Democratic Appropriations Committee (HAC-D) issued a Budget 

Briefing paper entitled County Human Services Affected by State Budget Changes. The budget 

briefing paper is posted to the website of HAC-Democratic Committee Chairman Rep. Joseph 
Markosek at http://www.pahouse.com/HACD/. The budget briefing explains in detail how the 

human services programs administered by counties through DPW are affected by the FY 2012/13 

state budget, especially the $1.78 billion in state funds for human services programs administered 
by counties, including child welfare, community mental health ser-vices, community intellectual 

disabilities programs, drug and alcohol treatment programs, homeless assistance, and human 

services development fund. In February, Governor Corbett proposed consolidating select county 
human service programs into a single statewide Human Services Development Fund Block Grant 

and cutting the state funds to counties by 20 percent. Instead, the county programs will continue 

to be funded through the existing categorical appropriations, with state funds cut 10 percent from 

the 2011/12 levels, and up to 20 counties will be able to participate in a block grant program that 
is intended to provide flexibility in how the counties use their funding to meet local needs. 

Additional budget briefings will be posted throughout the summer online at www.hacd.net. 
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DRN Issues Alert on MA Co-Payments for Services for Children with Disabilities in PA 
 

On August 15 the Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania (DRN) issued an alert on the recent 
PA Department of Public Welfare (DPW) notice that some families with children with disabilities 

will have to pay co-pays for many services covered by PA Medical Assistance. These co-pays 

will be for children under age 18, who qualify for Medical Assistance due to their disability and 

whose family income is more than twice the federal poverty level. The co-pays are scheduled to 
start on October 1, 2012 for newly eligible children and November 1, 2012 for children currently 

eligible for Medical Assistance. DRN says that most co-pays would be up to 20% of the Medical 

Assistance payment rate (so the copayment on a service or prescription for which Medical 
Assistance pays $50 would be $10), and collected by the provider of service. Co-pays on 

hospitalizations would be $20 per day up to $140 per stay. Total co-pays would be limited to 5% 

of gross family income each month. For a family of four earning $48,000 per year, co-pays may 

be up to a level of $200 per month. The DPW notice invites comments before a final notice is 
issued. DRN is asking those with concerns about the amount of the copayments, the method of 

calculating and collecting the copayments, or anything else, to submit comments to DPW. 

Comments must be received by September 10, 2012 and should be mailed to: Department of 
Public Welfare, Office of Medical Assistance Programs c/o Deputy Secretary's Office, Attention: 

Regulations Coordinator, Room 515, Health and Welfare Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120. In 

addition, DRN is asking individuals to copy their letter to their State Senator and State 
Representative! To find state legislators, see 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/findyourlegislator/#address.  

 

OLTL Updates Corrective Action Plan on MA HCBS Waivers 
 

The PA DPW Office of Long Term Living (OLTL) has posted to its website an updated Global 
Corrective Action Plan for its Medicaid waivers for home and community based services. See  

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=733116&mode=2. The update 

issued by the OLTL on the HCBS Waiver Programs: Global Corrective Action Plan and Report 
to CMS dated July 17, 2012 marks the progress of OLTL in completing tasks required by the 

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in administering the OLTL Medicaid 

waivers. Among the action items which OLTL said are “in progress” are: Action Item B.3 - 

Develop and distribute an HCBS waiver provider handbook outlining policies and procedures for 
HCBS waiver providers (OLTL says that the crosswalk with regulations, waivers, laws, etc. 

applicable to all waivers is in progress. Also OLTL says that it is now revising draft chapters and 

finalizing all waivers.) and Action Item E.2 - Develop standardized informational materials on all 
waivers for distribution to the public ( OLTL says that the task of developing and gaining 

approval for the materials is in progress in all waivers). OLTL says that is also at work issuing a 

bulletin outlining new hearing and appeals process. OLTL reports to CMS that in all waivers 
OLTL also continues to improve incident management reporting, including its implementation of 

a revised policy for standardized reporting, and that it is also progressing on the statewide roll out 

of its Enterprise Incident Management (EIM). OLTL also reports it is developing, implementing 

and monitoring the Medication Management Policy in the CommCare and OBRA waiver. Also in 
progress are annual recertification for individuals and training of providers to enter data into 

identified data collection tools verifying that recertification is done annually. FMI: See    

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=733116&mode=2. 
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ODP Revises Provider Qualification Process 
 

On August 15 the PA DPW Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) issued ODP  
Announcement # 068-12 on Waiver Renewal Implementation Provider Qualifications: Revisions 

to the Provider Qualification Process during Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-2013. The ODP informational 

memo is intended to establish a standardized provider qualification “Due Date” of April 30, 2013 

and “Expiration Date” of June 30, 2013 for all waiver providers and to explain the process of 
moving from an annual to a biennial (every two years) qualification process. Beginning in FY 

2013-2014, providers will be qualified during the same year that they are due for on-site Provider 

Monitoring. ODP says that this change in qualification frequency does not apply to qualification 
of SCOs, Vendor Fiscal/Employer Agent Financial Management Service (VF/EA FMS) 

providers, or providers that render only base‐funded services. Requirements for providers of 

base-only services are at the discretion of the County Mental Health (MH)/Intellectual 
Disabilities (ID) Program. The memo makes obsolete Informational Memo # 047-12 titled 

“Changes to the Provider Qualification Process During Fiscal Year 2012-2013” and 

Informational Memo 152-10 titled “Annual Provider Qualification Process.  FMI: See 
www.odpconsulting.net. 

 

ODP Announces Webcasts Available on Provider Information Center 
 

On August 17 PA DPW Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) issued ODP Announcement 
068-12 to all service providers (Non-Supports Coordinator Organizations) supporting individuals 

in the Person/Family Directed Support Waiver (P/FDS) or Consolidated Wavier on behalf of the 

Office of Developmental Programs (ODP). ODP announced that it has released a new webcast for 

provider staff so that they may learn more about important statewide resources. The web cast will 
explain Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) systems, services, policies and procedures.  

ODP says that this webcast adds to its catalog of web based trainings and online ODP Business 

Practice information that are available through the Provider Information Center at 
http://pic.odpconsulting.net > ODP Business Practices. In its announcement ODP says that 

providers now have 24 webcasts at their online fingertips, helping them stay on top of 

information vital to them. Some webcasts offer training credit hours (e.g. Enhancing the Quality 

of the ISP Series) and other webcasts (e.g. Certification and Licensing System) outline a standard 
process. A catalog of available webcasts is provided. See www.odpconsulting.net 

 

ICF/ID Task Force Meeting on September 5 
 

Pennsylvania DPW Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) has issued an announcement 
asking interested providers to save the date of September 5, 2012 for an ICF/ID Task Force 

Meeting to be beginning at 10 am and end at 3:00 pm. The meeting is to be held at the Rachel 

Carson Building 2nd Floor Auditorium, 400 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pa  17101. ODP said that  
an agenda will be forthcoming. ODP asked that agenda items be submitted to Kathy Deans at 

kdeans@pa.gov or L. Dutz at ldutz@pa.gov.  
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PA State Board of Psychology Proposes New Rules on Ethics and Professional Standards  
 

In the August 18, 2012 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the State Board of Psychology 
published its proposed rulemaking that updates and simplifies the Code of Ethics, addresses 

compliance with the American Psychological Association's (APA) standards and guidelines, and 

amends recordkeeping requirements to include disposition of records implicated by other laws 

and those specifically applicable to minors. Among the proposed changes the Board proposes to 
delete the definition for ''client,'' amend the definition for ''client/patient'' and add definitions for 

''approved treatment program provider,'' ''confidential information'' and ''multiple relationship.'' 

The Board also proposes adding definitions for ''approved treatment provider,'' ''confidential 
information'' and ''multiple relationship, '' formerly referred to as dual relationships. The Board 

proposes to amend the rules to clarify that psychologists may release records to someone other 

than the client/patient with the client/patient's written authorization. Proposed rules would also 

clarify when these records may be released. The Board is also proposing to completely rewrite the 
Code to move away from the current structure and language. Interested persons are invited to 

submit written comments, recommendations or objections regarding the proposed rulemaking to 

Judith Pachter Schulder, State Board of Psychology, One Penn Center, 2601 North Third Street, 
P. O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649 within 30 days following publication of this 

proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. FMI: See 

http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol42/42-33/1596.html. 
 

IPRC and UDSmr to Host Webinar on Childhood Disability and Pediatric Rehabilitation  
 

On September 13 the International Pediatric Rehabilitation Collaborative (IPRC) and Uniform 

Data System for Medical Rehabilitation (UDSMR) will present a free webinar on pediatric 

rehabilitation and Childhood-Onset disabilities. This webinar, titled "Transitional Healthcare for 
Childhood-Onset Disabilities: The Gillette Experience," will be presented from 12:00 p.m. to 

1:00 p.m. Eastern by Ronna Linroth, PhD, OTR, manager of Gillette Lifetime Specialty 

Healthcare in St. Paul, Minnesota. Participants will learn (a) What adults with childhood-onset 
disabilities reported they need for comprehensive healthcare; (b) Design elements in a clinic for 

adults with childhood-onset disabilities; and (c) Challenges and opportunities for transitional 

health care. To register for this webinar, click here. FMI: Contact Carole Stickels at UDSMR at 

716-817-7815. FMI: For information on IPRC activities contact PARF at parfmail@parf.org. 

 

Webinar on MA Policy on Provider-Preventable Conditions  
 

On August 28 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00p.m. the Health and Hospital Association of Pennsylvania 

(HAP) is hosting a webinar to provide compliance and implementation guidance on state and 
federal policies on payment policies and requirements related to provider-preventable conditions 

(PPC). The registration deadline is Tuesday, August 21, 2012. Those participating in the webinar 

will be provided an overview of CMS rules and DPW policies that were recently put forth to 
comply with federal regulations. Providers will receive guidance on how health care-acquired 

conditions and other provider preventable conditions are identified and submitted and how 

potential reimbursement could be affected. For a brochure and registration form see 

http://www.haponline.org/programs/details/VNFcWBVEUTGAUHa6ZFUW. Questions may be 
directed to Mary Barth, Member Relations/Education at mbarth@haponline.org - (717) 561 5270.  
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HHS Issues Final Blueprint for Health Insurance Exchanges 
 

On August 14 the U.S. Department for Health and Human Services issued the Final Blueprint for 
health insurance exchanges, a key provision of the Affordable Care Act. The Final Blueprint (45 

pp.) lays out state requirements for state based exchanges and state partnership exchanges where 

states work in conjunction with the federal government. The blueprints are due to HHS by 

November 16, 2012, in order for states to meet the January 1, 2013, certification date set out in 
the federal law. Health insurance exchanges will operate either as a state-based exchange or a 

federally-facilitated exchange.  A state may also operate together with HHS as a state partnership 

exchange, which provides states with the option to administer and operate exchange activities 
associated with plan management activities, some consumer-assistance activities, or both.  HHS 

may approve states that seek to operate a state-based exchange or participate in a state partnership 

exchange based upon a state’s submission of its blueprint.  The blueprint consists of both a 

declaration letter and an exchange application.  HHS requests that blueprints be submitted by 
November 16 to be considered for certification by January 1, 2013. FMI: See www.hhs.gov. 

 

HHS Funding for Electronic Health Records, Infection Control  & Epidemiology Labs  
 

On August 16 the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced awards of $48.8 
million to bolster epidemiology, laboratory and health information systems in health departments 

in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, the Republic of Palau, the District of Columbia, New York City, Los 

Angeles County, Chicago, Philadelphia and Houston. These awards represent the third year of 
funding made possible by the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Prevention and Public Health Fund for 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity 

for Infectious Diseases Cooperative Agreements. The awards will support state efforts to protect 

patients from health care-associated infections, to promote the meaningful use of electronic health 
records, and to sustain and improve their capacity to identify and react to infectious diseases. The 

awards include $45.4 million in ACA Prevention and Public Health Fund resources ($35.3 

million for epidemiology-laboratory capacity, $9.3 million for healthcare-associated infections, 
and $0.8 million for immunization) and $3.4 million in annual appropriations. For more 

information about the Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for Infectious Diseases 

Cooperative Agreements see http://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/dpei/epidemiology-laboratory-

capacity.html 
 

IRF-PAI Validation Utility Tool Now Available  
 

The Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Patient Assessment Instrument (IRF-PAI) Validation Utility 

Tool (VUT) is now available on the QIES Technical Support at https://qtso.com/vendorirf.html  
The files, including installation instructions,  were posted on August 3, 2012. The VUT is 

a software utility that can be used to validate IRF-PAI submission files in XML format. The VUT 

attempts to enforce the edits that are mapped to the IRF-PAI items, as published in the IRF-PAI 
Data Specifications. The initial VUT release incorporates the V1.10 Specifications. A Readme 

file which provides installation instructions is also available.  
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New Community-based Care Transitions Program Sites Announced 
 

On August 17 the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that an 
additional seventeen (17) sites were selected to participate in the Community-based Care 

Transitions Program (CCTP). Together with the first 30 participants, the CCTP now includes 200 

acute care hospitals partnering with community-based organizations (CBOs) across 47 sites to 

provide care transitions services for an estimated nearly 185,800 Medicare beneficiaries annually 
residing in 21 states. For more information on CCTP, including information on all 47 program 

sites, visit http://www.innovations.cms.gov/initiatives/Partnership-for-Patients/CCTP/CCTP-

Round-3.html. The CCTP is a five-year program created by the Affordable Care Act. Participants 
sign two-year program agreements with CMS, with the option to renew each year for the 

remainder of the program, based on their success.  As of the date of this announcement, CMS 

continues to accept applications and approve participants on a rolling basis as long as funds 

remain available. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis. The final panel review for 2012 
will be in September.  Applications from interested parties must be received by September 3rd to 

be considered for this panel review. Future panels may be announced as funding permits. FMI: 

See http://www.innovations.cms.gov/initiatives/Partnership-for-Patients/CCTP/index.html 
    

CMS Announces Timeline for DMEPOS Competitive Bidding 
 

CMS has announced the bidding timeline for the Round 1 Re-compete of the Medicare Durable 

Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics and Supplies (DMEPOS) Competitive Bidding 
Program. To view the timeline, visit the Competitive Bidding Implementation Contractor (CBIC) 

web site at www.dmecompetitivebid.com. CMS has also launched a comprehensive bidder 

education program. This program is designed to ensure that DMEPOS suppliers interested in 

bidding receive the information and assistance they need to submit complete bids in a timely 
manner. The CBIC is the official information source for bidders and the focal point for bidder 

education. The CBIC web site features a comprehensive array of important information for 

suppliers, including bidding rules, user guides, policy fact sheets, checklists, and bidding 
information charts. The education program will also include webcasts that will cover all the 

essential topics suppliers will need to know in order to bid. These webcasts will be posted on the 

CBIC web site and will be available 24 hours a day/7 days a week. When a webcast is posted, the 

CBIC will announce its availability through a CBIC email update announcement. To sign up to 
receive webcast announcements and other key registration and bidding information, visit the 

CBIC web site and subscribe to email updates. In addition to viewing the information on the 

CBIC website, DMEPOS suppliers are encouraged to call the CBIC toll-free help desk, 877-577-
5331, with their questions and concerns.  FMI: See http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-

for-Service-Payment/DMEPOSCompetitiveBid/index.html. See also 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment/DMEPOS-Round-1-
Recompete/index.html. 
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CMS Special Open Door Forum on Quality Reporting Program for IRFs 
 

On August 16 Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) hosted the second session in a 
4-part series of Inpatient Rehabilitation Facilities (IRF) Special Open Door Forums. A transcript 

and audio recording of this Special ODF will be posted to the Special Open Door Forum website 

at http://www.cms.gov/OpenDoorForums/05_ODF_SpecialODF.asp and will be accessible for 

downloading. The main purpose of this Open Door Forum Series on IRFs is to present 
information on various topics related to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Section 3004 IRF 

Quality Reporting Program so that IRFs can be better prepared when the program goes live on 

October 1, 2012. This quality reporting program was mandated by Section 3004 of the Affordable 
Care Act. A Final Rule announcing the IRF Quality Reporting Program was published in the 

Federal Register on August 5, 2011 (Vol. 76, No. 151). (See http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-

2011-08-05/pdf/2011-19516.pdf.)  The IRF Quality Reporting Program requires that beginning 

on October 1, 2012, IRFs must begin to submit quality measure data to CMS on two measures. 
These measures include: (1) a urinary catheter-associated urinary tract (CAUTI) infection 

measure; and (2) a measure for new or worsening pressure ulcers. To read more about the IRF 

Quality Reporting Program and to view presentation materials, visit the IRF Quality Reporting 
webpage: http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-

Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/index.html?redirect=/IRF-Quality-Reporting/. For related 

information see http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_Hospitals.html . For automatic emails of Open Door 

Forum schedule updates (E-Mailing list subscriptions) please visit the CMS website at 

http://www.cms.gov/opendoorforums/. 

 . 

Recent CMS Open Door Forums Available 
 

On August 16 the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services announced  that the transcript and  

audio file from the August 9, 2012 Medicare Fee-For-Service Recovery Auditor Prepayment 

Review Demonstration Special Open Door Forum are now available in the Downloads section of 
the Special Open Door Forum webpage at http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-

Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODFSpecialODF.html. CMS had on the previous day 

reported that the transcript and audio file from the August 7, 2012 Manual Medical Review of 

Therapy Claims Special Open Door Forum are now available in the download section of the 
Special Open Door Forum webpage at http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-

Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODFSpecialODF.html. On August 14 CMS also said that 

the slides for the August 16, 2012 ACA Section 3004: Quality Reporting Program for Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Facilities (IRFs) Special Open Door Forum are now available in the Downloads 

section below. On that day CMS had also noted that the Special Open Door Forum for Long-

Term Care Hospital Quality Reporting, originally scheduled for Thursday, August 16, 2012, from 
2:30pm – 4:00pm has been rescheduled and will take place instead, on August 30, 2012 from 

2:00pm – 3:30pm Eastern Standard Time. If you wish to participate, dial: 1-800-837-1935; 

Conference ID: 20497757. The announcement of the rescheduling was included in the download 

section. FMI: See http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
education/outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_Hospitals.html.  
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http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/IRF-Quality-Reporting/index.html?redirect=/IRF-Quality-Reporting/
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_Hospitals.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_Hospitals.html
http://www.cms.gov/opendoorforums/
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODFSpecialODF.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODFSpecialODF.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODFSpecialODF.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODFSpecialODF.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-education/outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_Hospitals.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-education/outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_Hospitals.html
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The ARC Conducts National Health Improvement Project for People with ID and DD 
 

On August 7 The Arc announced that it has been awarded a three year cooperative agreement 
through the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to conduct Health Meet, a project that aims to 

improve the health of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) through 

trainings for medical students and health professionals, community-based health assessments for 

individuals with I/DD, data collection and analysis (including longitudinal health outcomes for 
people with I/DD), comprehensive information and referral, and a public awareness campaign.  

The CDC has allocated an initial $1 million for the first year of the program. The Arc is working 

on the project with several of its chapters (including The Arc of San Francisco, The Arc of New 
Jersey, and Achieva) the Association on University Centers on Disabilities, the American 

Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, the National Association of County 

and City Health Officials, Autism Speaks, the National Down Syndrome Congress and Therap. 

FMI: See http://blog.thearc.org/tag/healthmeet/. See also http://blog.thearc.org/category/press-
releases/. 

 

Deadline for DOL ODEP App Challenge on August 23 
 

The deadline for the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) Office of Disability Employment Policy 
(ODEP) disability-related application challenge is fast approaching. Applications are due August 

23. The goal of the competition is to promote recruitment resources for employers, develop job 

training and skill-building tools for job seekers, facilitate employment-related transportation 
options, and expand information communication technology accessibility. Awards with cash 

prizes totaling $10,000 will be given to the top three submissions, and the winners will be 

featured on the ODEP website and in public outreach efforts. FMI: See 

http://disability.challenge.gov/. 

 

Guidance from U.S. Court of Appeals 3
rd

 Circuit on Joint Employer Liability under FLSA 
 

On June 28 the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit provided guidance as to what test 

should be applied to assess potential joint employer liability under the Fair Labor Standards Act 
in In re Enterprise Rent-A-Car Wage and Hour Employment Practices Litigation, No. 11- 

2883, 2012 U.S. App. LE XIS 13229 (3d Cir. June 28, 2012).For the first time, the Third Circuit 

has provided employers with guidance as to the test it will use to assess potential joint employer 

liability under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). In an article in The Legal Intelligencer, Post 
& Schell attorney Andrea Kirshenbaum analyzes the Third Circuit's guidance on joint employer 

liability under the FLSA and provides recommendations to mitigate the risk of potential joint 

employer liability. The article, "Third Circuit Provides Guidance on Joint Employer Liability,'" is 
at http://www.postschell.com/docs/publications/635.pdf. FMI: Contact Attorney Andrea M. 

Kirshenbaum at akirshenbaum@postschell.com  or 215-587-1126.  
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