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PA Revenue Lower than FY2012-2013 State Budget   
 

On September 4 the PA Department of Revenue released its report on state revenue collected for 

August 2012, indicating that year to date revenue fell short of budget estimates for the fiscal year 

to date by approximately 1%. The Department of Revenue reported that Pennsylvania fiscal year-
to-date General Fund collections totaled $3.6 billion, which is $33.2 million, or 0.9 percent, 

below estimate. The shortfall was primarily due to less than anticipated revenue from sales tax 

collections. Year-to-date sales tax collections total $1.5 billion, which is $35.7 million, or 2.3 

percent, less than anticipated. Year to date personal income tax (PIT) collections totaled $1.5 
billion, which is $13.6 million, or 0.9 percent, above estimate. Year-to-date corporation tax 

collections total $169 million, which is $9.3 million, or 5.9 percent, above estimate. Year to date 

inheritance tax revenue is $134.5 million, which is $10 million, or 6.9 percent, below estimate. 
Realty transfer tax revenue fiscal-year total is $65 million, which is $2.1 million, or 3.4 percent, 

more than anticipated.  Other General Fund tax revenue, including cigarette, malt beverage, 

liquor and table games taxes, totals $236.1 million in the year-to-date, which is $5.6 million, or 

2.4 percent, below estimate. Non-tax revenue year-to-date is $55.2 million, which is $7 million, 
or 11.2 percent, below estimate. In addition to the General Fund collections, fiscal year-to-date 

collections for the motor license fund – which include the commonly known gas and diesel taxes, 

as well as other license, fine and fee revenues – total $422.8 million, which is $10.6 million, or 
2.6 percent, above estimate. For more information, visit www.revenue.state.pa.us.  

 

PennDOT Announces Availability of State Voter ID 
 

The PA Department of Transportation has announced that voters who lack verification documents 
necessary for a secure Pennsylvania Photo ID (non-driver’s license ID card), will now be able to 

obtain a new Department of State voter identification card for free by visiting a PennDOT Driver 

License Center. People with disabilities are among the populations considered that may be most 

affected by the new Pennsylvania voter identification requirements. The Department of State 
Voter ID is valid for voting purposes only. PennDOT says that if a resident has the necessary 

documents its primary focus is to issue a secure Pennsylvania identification. If the customer was 

born in Pennsylvania but does not possess a birth certificate with a raised seal, then PennDOT 
works directly with Department of Health, to certify the customer’s birth record. PennDOT says 

that if a customer still cannot qualify for a PennDOT secure ID, it will then work to issue the new 

Department of State Voter ID card. Residents who want the new Department of State Voter ID 

will need to provide name, address, social security number, proof of residency, and previous 
name and/or address if changed in the past 12 months. For more information on voting and the 

types of photo IDs that can be used at the polls, visit www.votespa.com or www.dos.state.pa.us. 

For helpful tools and resources about Voter ID, see The Committee of Seventy at 
http://seventy.org/AboutUs_About_Us.aspx. See http://seventy.org/News_News.aspx  and 

http://seventy.org/Resources_Tools_Resources.aspx. The PA Department of State has also 

information on voter ID at http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/home/13514. See 
also http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/voter/voteridlaw.shtml.  
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OVR Proposed Changes to Policy on Homemaker Services Provided through BBVS 
 

On September 4 PA Office of Vocational Rehabilitation issued for public comment a revision of 
OVR Numbered Memorandum 02-300.02 - Homemaker as a Vocational Goal. OVR is soliciting 

public comments on its draft. The changes will affect homemaker services provided to individuals 

served by the OVR Bureau of Blind and Visual Services. The changes affect the policy to be 

followed when determining whether a customer may appropriately receive services through the 
Bureau of Blindness and Visual Services Vocational Rehabilitation program, with a vocational 

goal of independent Homemaker. OVR is seeking comment by Friday, September, 14, 2012. The 

OVR proposed changes would revise current policy, establishing home maintenance as a 
substantial work activity. New language is added to the policy, stating that “to achieve a 

successful employment outcome as a homemaker, an individual must additionally satisfy one of 

the following criteria: (1) performs activities that enable another household member to be the 

primary wage earner; (2) acts as primary caregiver for his/her minor children; (3) acts as primary 
caregiver for other members of the household who require care in the home due to illness or 

disability; or (4) the provision of VR services enables the individual to remain in the home.” In 

addition, language is added concerning Change of Vocational Goal. The new language states that 
“an individual who indicates a change in vocational goal and decides not to work outside of the 

home during the rehabilitation process may become a candidate for a homemaker closure if the 

following criteria are met: (1) the agency actually provided a substantial VR service, (2) this 
service contributed significantly to the individual’s vocational adjustment, (3) the individual 

meets the definition of a homemaker, and (4) approval of District Administrator or his/her 

designee is obtained.” In addition, a note is added indicating that “individuals requesting BBVS 

services that do not intend to pursue an employment outcome and who are not capable of 
performing substantial work in the homemaking activities (raising children, financial 

management, handling mail, preparing and serving meals, cleaning, shopping, doing laundry or 

home maintenance) can be served in the Specialized Services Program.” In addition, OVR is 
proposing to delete any policy statements that conflict with the new language. Comments to be 

received by September 14 should be sent to Pamela Brauchli, M.Ed., Vocational Rehabilitation 

Specialist, PA Department of Labor & Industry, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, 1521 North 
6th Street, Harrisburg, PA  17102 fax 717-783-5221 or email pbrauchli@pa.gov.  

 

Civil Penalties Proposed for Rules Violations by Social Workers & Professional Counselors  
 

In the September 8, 2012 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin the PA Department of State Bureau 

of Professional and Occupational Affairs (BPOA) has published a proposed schedule of civil 
penalties that may be imposed on social workers, marriage and family therapists and professional 

counselors for three general categories of matters that routinely arise before the Board: (a) cases 

involving unlicensed individuals holding out as licensed; (b) lapsed license cases; and (c) cases 
involving violations of the continuing education requirements. The proposed rulemaking also 

provides both the guidelines for imposing penalties and the procedures for appeals. The proposed 

civil penalties will be effective upon final-form publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Written 

comments, suggestions or objections regarding the proposed rulemaking may be sent by October 
8, 2012 to Cynthia K. Montgomery, Regulatory Counsel, Department of State, Bureau of 

Professional and Occupational Affairs, P. O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649. FMI: See 

www.pabulletin.com.  
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OMHSAS Seeks Comment on Paper on Peer Specialists Role in Supporting Employment 
 

On September 7 the PA DPW Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
(OMHSAS) announced that it is seeking comment on its draft document entitled “Regulatory and 

Funding Parameters for Peer Specialists in Supporting Employment.” A copy of the document 

can be obtained by contacting Angela Roland at aroland@pa.gov or (717) 705-8280. Comments 

on the document should be sent to Carol Ward-Colasante, consultant with the Temple 
Collaborative at c.colasante@comcast.net by Friday, October 19, 2012.  A teleconference on the 

document will be held next Thursday, September 13, 2012 from 10:00-11:00am.  Information on 

the teleconference can be obtained by contacting Angela Roland at aroland@pa.gov or (717) 705-
8280.  The document is being developed through an Employment Development Initiative (EDI) 

grant that OMHSAS received in January 2012 from the National Association of State Mental 

Health Program Directors (NASMHPD).  The grant is being administered by the Temple 

University Collaborative on Community Inclusion of Individuals with Psychiatric Disabilities. 
The grant is intended to enhance the roles of Certified Peer Specialists in promoting the 

competitive employment goals of individuals with psychiatric disabilities.  In addition to the 

development of the document, the grant is also being used to develop training curricula on 
employment for certified peer specialists.  Applications for the peer specialist employment 

training, which will be piloted in late 2012, will be issued soon. FMI: Contact Angela Roland, 

Human Services Program Specialist, PA Department of Public Welfare, Office of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services, 21 Beech Drive, Harrisburg PA 17110. Phone: 717.705.8280. 

Fax: 717.772.7964. Call-in and Log-on Information: Bridge number: 1-717-612-4788. Toll-free: 

1-855-734-4390. PIN: 465140.  Web-Conference System: Open Scape Web Collaboration URL: 

https://openscapewebconf1.pa.gov/client/fastclient_i_r161246E5.exe. 1. Click on the web link; 2. 
Choose to RUN the web collaboration program (may need to choose RUN twice); 3. The program 

will take a couple of minutes to load; 4. The program will also run a security scan; and 5. When 

the program has loaded, a box will appear on the left side of your screen.  To minimize the box 
(so you are able to see the power point), click the box with the square in it, located under the 

STOP box. FMI: See www.dpw.state.pa.us.  

 
PA Advisory Council on Drug and Alcohol Abuse Meeting on September12  
 

In the September 8, 2012 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin the PA Department of Drug and 

Alcohol Programs published an announcement of the first public meeting of the Pennsylvania 

Advisory Council on Drug and Alcohol Abuse (Council) to be held on September 12, 2012.  the 
meeting will be held from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Giant Food Store Community Center—Blue 

Mountain Commons, 2nd Floor, Blue Mountain and Dauphin Meeting Rooms, 2300 Linglestown 

Road, Harrisburg, PA 17110, (717) 545-0489. The meeting is open to the public. DDAP said that 

the primary focus of the Council meeting is a discussion of current drug and alcohol issues and 
challenges facing the Commonwealth by the Council members who are serving in an advisory 

capacity to the Department on these issues. For additional information, visit the Department of 

Drug and Alcohol Programs' (Department) web site at www.ddap.pa.gov or contact Roseann 
Deutsch, Chief, Administrative Section at (717) 783-8200. 
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New Rules on Continuing Education of Social Workers and Counselors Proposed  
 

In the September 8, 2012 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin the PA the State Board of Social 
Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors (Board) published its 

proposal to amend current rules relating to (a) reporting by licensee of hours spent in continuing 

education and (b) continuing education audit and enforcement) to read as set forth in Annex A. 

Amendments are proposed to clarify that the Board will audit licensees to ensure compliance with 
the continuing education requirements. Amendments are also proposed to provide that continuing 

education deficiencies identified through the audit shall be made up within 6 months from the 

issuance of a warning letter or citation or the imposition of discipline. Proposed amendments 
clarify that the failure to make up deficiencies within that time frame will subject a licensee to 

additional disciplinary action. Interested persons are invited to submit written comments, 

suggestions or objections regarding this proposed rulemaking to Cynthia K. Montgomery, 

Regulatory Counsel, State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and 
Professional Counselors, P.O. Box 2649, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2649 within 30 days of 

publication of this proposed rulemaking in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. FMI: See 

www.pabulletin.com.  

 

ODP Memo on Certified Investigation Peer Review Training 
 

On September 5 the PA DPW Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) published ODP 

Announcement 079-12 on Certified Investigation Peer Review Training. The memo provides 
information on the schedule established by Columbus Organization for Certified Investigation 

Peer Review (CIPR) training. In its informational memo ODP also says that the current ODP 

contractor Columbus Organization revised the Certified Investigation Peer Review (CIPR) 

Manual and CIPR Tool. Materials are available at www.odpinvestigations,com. ODP says that as 
of September 5 all reviewers conducting CIPRs will follow ODP Certified Investigation Peer 

Review (CIPR) Manual (V1.0 3/1/12). ODP notes that Columbus will announce training dates, 

locations, and times on the ODP Investigation website. Columbus is scheduling two (2) types of 
trainings: (1) Full-day sessions for investigators certified since August 2009 who never received 

training in the peer review process. Columbus will provide eight (8), full-day training sessions, 

two (2) per region. (2) Three-hour re-training sessions for investigators trained in the peer review 

process by the previous contractor (prior to January 2009). Columbus will provide up to sixteen 
(16), three-hour sessions, and four (4) per region. The memo makes obsolete ODP 

Communication 176-11. FMI: See www.odpconsulting.net. 

 

ODP Issues Memo on Reporting Unauthorized Restrictive Interventions 
 

On September 6 the PA DPW Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) published ODP 

Announcement 080-12 entitled Reporting Unauthorized Restrictive Interventions.  

ODP Memo 080-12 notes that Office of Developmental Program’s (ODP) definition of restrictive 
procedures includes both restraints and restrictive interventions other than restraint. The memo 

summarizes ODP’s existing guidelines for allowable and prohibited restrictive interventions as 

stated in federal regulations and state policies. The memo also identifies and discusses 

unauthorized restrictive interventions under the primary category - Rights Violation - and 
secondary category - Misused Restrictive Interventions - are to be reported.  Allowable 

Restrictive Interventions and exclusion are also discussed. FMI: See www.odpconsulting.net 
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U.S. Congress to Consider Six-Month CR for Federal Fiscal Year 2013 
 

Members of the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate will reconvene and begin work on a 
continuing resolution (CR) for the first half of federal FY 2013 (October – March 2013).  The CR 

is expected to be a clean stopgap bill that will not include any changes in policy or current 

funding.  Exceptions are to be limited.  For the remaining six months of federal fiscal year 2013, 

Congress could pass another stopgap measure or complete new appropriations bills.  Members of 
Congress are waiting the outcome of this year’s Presidential and Congressional elections.  Any 

CR that is passed will not address the automatic spending cuts under sequester, which must be 

dealt with separately. With an approval of the CR Congress will be focusing  the lame duck 
session after November’s elections on sequestration and the expiring Bush-era tax cuts that will 

go into effect at the beginning of next year as well as expiring authorizations for federal 

programs. PARF members are encouraged to invite Members of Congress to their facilities to 

tour programs and discuss federal funding issues. FMI: Contact PARF at parfmail@parf.org. 
 

CMS Open Door Forum on Implementation of ACA 
 

On September 13 the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is hosting the first in a 

series of monthly conference calls providing updates on Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
implementation efforts impacting physicians, nurses, hospitals and other providers of health care.  

The monthly ACA Implementation Update for Providers will review recent announcements from 

federal offices, explore one or two topics with senior officials and provide an opportunity for 
questions and feedback. The update calls will be held on the second Thursday of the month at 

2pm ET. The first call will be on September 13th at 2:00 pm ET.  The topic is Medicaid 

Expansion. To participate, dial 1-888-455-2963 and enter pass code 2954962. On September 13 a 

recording will be available after the call for 30 days by calling 800-570-8799 (No pass code is 
needed.). The next ACA Implementation Update for Providers is currently scheduled for 

October11 at 2:00 pm ET.  FMI: See http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-

Education/Outreach/OpenDoorForums/ODF_pnahp.html 

 

Innovative Disability Employment Apps Developed 
 

On August 31 the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) announced awards for innovative disability 

employment applications (apps) helping to improve employment opportunities and outcomes for 

people with disabilities. Awards were provided to: (a) The "Access Jobs" application, available at 
https://accessjobs.devis.com, implements techniques such as responsive design to deliver an 

accessible job search experience across all platforms. The site also utilizes an open-source job 

posting schema that is capable of pulling search results from multiple online sources. (b) The 
"VoisPal-Speak as You Think!" application, available at http://www.voispal.com is an 

augmentative and alternative communication app for Android phones designed to help people 

with speech difficulties express themselves fluently and effectively using more than 5,000 
commonly spoken sentences grouped in intuitive categories and sub-categories. (c) The "AccDC: 

Accelerated Dynamic Content" is a scalable, cross-browser and cross-platform compatible 

Dynamic Content Management System that automates the rendering of dynamic content to ensure 

accessibility for screen reader and keyboard only users. Additional details are available online at 
http://disability.challenge.gov. FMI: See 

http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/odep/ODEP20121801.htm.  
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CMS Extends Medicare Part B Outpatient Therapy Cap & Exceptions to December 31 
 

Beginning on October 1, 2012 – in accord with The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation 
Act of 2012 (H.R.3630) that was signed into law on February 22 – some therapy providers will be 

required to submit requests for exceptions to the Medicare therapy caps (pre-approval for up to 20 

therapy treatment days for beneficiaries at or above the $3,700 threshold). The $3,700 figure is 

the defined threshold which triggers the requirement for an exception request. The requirement 
will not be imposed on all therapy providers at one time, it will be phased in, and therapy 

providers will be assigned to three groups or phases. The requirement to submit an exception 

request will be imposed on them on the dates listed below depending on which of the three 
groups or phases to which they are assigned. (1)Phase I - October 1 to December 31, 2012; (2) 

Phase II - November 1 to December 31, 2012; 93) Phase III - December 1 to December 31, 2012. 

CMS says that providers of physical therapy, speech-language pathology services, or 

occupational therapy services, may receive a letter titled “Notification of Request for Exception 
Requirements for Therapy”, indicating their assigned phase. One can find their assigned phase at 

https://data.cms.gov/dataset/Therapy-Provider-Phase-Information/ucun-6i4t. If the NPI number 

cannot be found on the list, then the provider is in Phase III. CMS says that providers should 
submit questions to their local Medicare Administrative Contractor’s (MAC’s) Customer Service 

Department. See the local MAC on the Provider Compliance Interactive map. 

http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/provider-
compliance-interactive-map/index.html44. For more information on the Medicare Part B 

outpatient therapy cap and exceptions process visit the Medical Review and Education website, 

see http://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/Medical-

Review/index.html. 

 

Novitas Issues Instructions for Manual Medical Review of Therapy Services 

 
On September 7 Novitas Solutions, Inc. announced its posting of instructions for the Manual 

Medical Review of Therapy Services. Novitas Solutions said that certain providers are required to 

submit a request for an exception in advance of furnishing therapy services above the threshold of 
$3,700. The request will be manually medically reviewed. Novitas asked providers to review the 

information since they will need to submit all of the appropriate documentation with your request 

for pre-authorization. See https://www.novitas-solutions.com/bulletins/all/news-09072012.htm 

See Medicare Learning Network Matters Articles from CMS: Ordering and Certifying 
Documentation - Maintenance Requirements - MM7890 at http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-

Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM7890.pdf 

and Manual Medical Review of Therapy Services - MM8036 at  
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-

MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM8036.pdf. See http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-

Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM8036.pdf. 
See also https://www.novitas-solutions.com/bulletins/mln/index.html. See  
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-

MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM7890.pdf. See http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-

Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNMattersArticles/Downloads/MM8036.pdf.  
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PARF & UDSMR Training on Pre-Admission Process in Inpatient Rehab  
 

On October 25th PARF will be hosting a training session on the IRF Pre-Admission Process. The 
one day training session will be held at Dixon University, Harrisburg, PA.  This workshop 

reviews the comprehensive preadmission screening process - the key factor in initially identifying 

appropriate candidates for IRF care. The workshop provides a comprehensive review of the 

process outlined in the Medicare Benefit Policy Manual. The session emphasizes: (1) Importance 
of the pre-admission team; (2) Process for selecting the right person for the prescreening position; 

and (3) Responsibilities of the rehabilitation physician in this process.  Also included is a review 

of Medicare’s pre-screen requirements. Registration Fee for PARF members is $249.00 per 
person and for non-members $289.00 per person. Registration Fee includes morning 

refreshments, lunch and meeting materials. See attached brochure and registration form at 

http://www.parf.org/site2/?page_id=7. Please forward completed registration forms to 

parfeducation@parf.org. For more information, please contact PARF at parfeduaction@parf.org. 

 

Webinar on Transitional Healthcare for Childhood-Onset Disabilities 
 

On September 13 the PARF-sponsored International Pediatric Rehabilitation Collaborative 

(IPRC) in collaboration with the Uniform Data System for Medical Rehabilitation (UDSmr) will 
host a free webinar on pediatric rehabilitation. The webinar, titled "Transitional Healthcare for 

Childhood-Onset Disabilities: The Gillette Experience," will be presented from 12:00 p.m. to 

1:00 p.m. Eastern by Ronna Linroth, PhD, OTR, manager of Gillette Lifetime Specialty 
Healthcare in St. Paul, Minnesota. Participants will learn (a) What adults with childhood-onset 

disabilities reported they need for comprehensive healthcare; (b) design elements in a clinic for 

adults with childhood-onset disabilities, and (c) challenges and opportunities for transitional 

healthcare.  To register for this free webinar, click 
https://udsmr.adobeconnect.com/_a988443112/e93x9d2njr2/event/registration.html. FMI: For 

additional information, contact Carole Stickels at UDSmr 716-817-7815. 

 

Ticket to Work Program Webinar on September 12 
 

On September 12th at 3 pm EDT, the Social Security Administration will hold the "Ticket to 

Work: You Asked, We Answer" webinar as part of their Work Incentives Seminar Event (WISE) 

Webinars series. Ticket to Work experts will provide detailed explanations of the most confusing 

aspects of Work Incentives and benefit protections, as well as an in depth review of the most 
frequently asked questions.  For event details and links to registration see 

https://www.chooseworkttw.net/wise/jsp/wise.jsp. Immediately following the Webinar, there will 

be a Facebook Q&A so that audience members may ask questions.   

 

CMS Fraud Prevention Training Modules for Providers 
 

In June 2012 the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services produced two fraud prevention 

training modules that are currently available on the Medscape website. These modules provide 
key information to health care practitioners and professionals on how they can assist CMS in 

preventing fraud and abuse as well as highlight CMS efforts to fight fraud and abuse and explain 

how health care professionals can be part of these efforts. See https://www.novitas-

solutions.com/bulletins/all/news-09042012.html. 
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