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Governor Corbett Calls for Increased Funding of Health and Human Services Initiatives 
 

On February 5, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett presented his proposed FY 2013-2014 

Commonwealth Budget request to the PA General Assembly. The PA House and Senate have 

scheduled hearings in February and March to review the details of the proposal. In his address to 
the legislators on his budget proposal, Governor Corbett cited the need for increased funding to 

serve more people with intellectual and physical disabilities in the community but said that he 

would not recommend the expansion of Medicaid as part of national healthcare reform the under 

the Affordable Care Act.  Governor Corbett said that “in the last two years the state’s health and 
human services programs have been transformed, making them more efficient and better able to 

respond quickly to the needs of all Pennsylvanians.” Governor Corbett asked the General 

Assembly to approve an additional $40 million to provide critical services to an additional 3,000 
men, women and children with physical and intellectual disabilities. He also proposed including 

$4 million in funding for the Community-Based Health Care Program and expanding the Primary 

Health Practitioner Loan Repayment program. FMI: See www.state.pa.us.  

 

Governor Seeks Medicaid Reform, Recommends Against Medicaid Expansion  
 

On February 5 Governor Tom Corbett sent a letter to U.S. Department of Health & Human 

Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, requesting that the federal government begin efforts 

toward serious reform of the Medicaid program and stating that the high costs of the program 
would preclude the state from pursuing full expansion at this time. In his letter Governor Corbett 

said that the Medicaid program in Pennsylvania is on an unsustainable path. Citing his initial 

estimates showing that a Medicaid expansion under the ACA would cost Pennsylvania almost $1 
billion of new state taxpayer dollars through fiscal year 2015-2016 -- ultimately rising to a total 

cost of over $4.1 billion of new state taxpayer dollars by the end of fiscal year 2020-2021, 

Governor Corbett said that without reform, the only way to support these costs would be a large 

tax increase on Pennsylvania families. Governor Corbett said that at this time, he cannot 
recommend a dramatic Medicaid expansion. The letter to HHS, along with a fact sheet on 

Medicaid expansion in Pennsylvania and cost estimates, can be found by clicking on “Affordable 

Care Act News” on the DPW website at www.dpw.state.pa.us.  
 

Governor Proposes Level Funding for PA Vocational Rehabilitation 
 

In the February 5 release of his state budget proposal Governor Corbett budgeted the Department 

of Labor and Industry (L&I) Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) at the same level of 

funding as in previous years. The budget states that all appropriations in the OVR program are 
recommended at the current year funding levels. The state funding for the Office of Vocational 

Rehabilitation state-federal program will be level funded at $43,425,000 in state funding. 

Transfer to Vocational Rehabilitation Fund is funded at $40,473 million and Supported 
Employment at $ 397,000. Centers for Independent Living are budgeted for $ 1.912 million. 

Assistive Technology Devices at $ 244,000 and Assistive Technology Demonstration and 

Training at $ 399,000 were also flat funded. See www.state.pa.us 
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PA Governor’s Budget Calls for Healthcare Improvements and Increased Access to Care 
 

On February 5 PA Governor Tom Corbett outlined his 2013-14 budget, including $5 million in 
rural and underserved areas that will fund community health centers and additional medical 

services as well as expand programs to help attract and retain healthcare practitioners. The 

proposal provides $4 million to establish the Community-Based Health Care Subsidy program as 

a way to create new community-based healthcare clinics and expand services at existing clinics. 
Another $1 million will be dedicated to the Primary Health Practitioner Loan Repayment 

Program (LRP) to recruit and retain healthcare providers in rural and underserved areas. The LRP 

expansion will create 24 new loan repayment slots for physicians, dentists and other healthcare 
practitioners. Under the LRP the Department of Health will partner with existing residency 

programs and provide funding to support additional residency slots. The department will fund the 

salaries for these slots, while the residency program (i.e., hospitals in most cases) will fund all 

other expenses (benefits, housing allowances, costs associated with training). In its program 
Keeping Doctors In Pennsylvania slots supported through this program will be available only to 

candidates who are Pennsylvania residents with a preference for those who have completed their 

medical education at a Pennsylvania medical school. Also, DOH will partner with residency 
programs whose primary purpose is to train physicians for primary care practice and will give 

priority to those programs that specifically train physicians for practice in rural and underserved 

communities.  See www.state.pa.us 
 

Governor Corbett Proposes Increases in DPW Funding For HCBS Services  
 

On February 5 PA Governor Tom Corbett proposed a FY 2013-14 budget that provides funding 

in the PA Department of Public Welfare (DPW) for various initiatives including (a) Expanding 

services for individuals with intellectual disabilities with $20 million in additional funds to reduce 
a waiting list for home and community-based services for individuals with intellectual 

disabilities, providing services for 1,080 adults graduating from Special Education programs and 

adults in at-risk situations where their families may not be able to continue caring for them and 
for 118 adults who receive autism services; (b) expanding services for individuals with physical 

disabilities with $20 million in additional funds to provide home and community-based long-term 

living services for 1,680 individuals; (c) expanding child care assistance with $7.1 million in 

additional funds to reduce the waiting list, allowing 1,400 additional children of low-income 
families to receive subsidized child care services; (d) improving the quality of child care 

programs with $3 million in additional funds for the Rising STARS initiative, which creates 

incentives for early child care and education providers to provide higher quality child care for our 
most at-risk children, giving them a strong foundation for the future; (e) Juvenile Justice 

Reinvestment with $10 million in reinvestments into research-based prevention and intervention 

programs for at-risk children through a multi-agency Juvenile Justice Reinvestment Initiative; and 
(f) continued investment in specialized hospital services with $20 million to fully fund critical 

supplemental payments to hospitals, including obstetrical and neonatal facilities, burn centers, 

trauma centers and critical access facilities. The budget also includes a 2 percent increase in 

nursing home rates. Corbett’s budget proposal also proposes to expand the current 20-county pilot 
program statewide, by giving all 67 counties the option to participate in the block grant. The 

budget also includes $2 million in additional funding for services dedicated to victims of rape and 

domestic violence. For more information, see www.dpw.state.pa.us. 
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PA General Fund Revenues Year-to-Date Higher Than Budgeted  
 

On  February 1 the PA Revenue Department released its report on January 2013 collections, 

indicating that although general fund revenues for the month of January ($2.3 billion) had fallen 

short of projections for that month (0.8 percent less than anticipated) the fiscal year-to-date 
general fund collections total $14.6 billion, which is $152.7 million, or 1.1 percent, above 

estimate.  Various components of the General Fund Revenues were running ahead of budget. 

Personal income tax (PIT) revenue in January was $1.2 billion, $31.4 million above estimate. 
This brings year-to-date PIT collections to $6 billion, which is $76.2 million, or 1.3 percent, 

above estimate. January corporation tax revenue of $118.8 million was $23.6 million above 

estimate. Year-to-date corporation tax collections total $1.6 billion, which is $267.2 million, or 
20.3 percent, above estimate. Realty transfer tax revenue was $29.2 million for January, $5.1 

million above estimate, bringing the fiscal-year total to $208 million, which is $17.9 million, or 

9.4 percent, more than anticipated. Other revenue streams were not meeting budget expectations.  

Sales tax receipts totaled $790.3 million for January, $59 million below estimate. Year-to-date 
sales tax collections total $5.3 billion, which is $184.4 million, or 3.4 percent, less than 

anticipated. Inheritance tax revenue for the month was $60.4 million, $10.4 million below 

estimate, bringing the year-to-date total to $450.9 million, which is $33.7 million, or 6.9 percent, 
below estimate. Other General Fund tax revenue, including cigarette, malt beverage, liquor and 

table games taxes, totaled $95.1 million for the month, $700,000 below estimate and bringing the 

year-to-date total to $854.5 million, which is $21 million, or 2.5 percent, below estimate. 

However, although non-tax revenue totaled $10.2 million for the month and was $8.8 million 
below estimate, the year-to-date total to $168.4 million ($30.4 million) is 22 percent above 

estimate. Likewise, the Motor License Fund received $221 million for the month, $7.4 million 

below estimate, but fiscal year-to-date collections for the fund – which include the commonly 
known gas and diesel taxes, as well as other license, fine and fee revenues – total $1.4 billion, 

which is $5.4 million, or 0.4 percent, above estimate. FMI: See www.revenue.state.pa.us 

 
Governor Corbett Establishes Alzheimer’s Disease State Planning Committee 
 

On February 7 Governor Tom Corbett signed an Executive Order establishing the Pennsylvania 

Alzheimer’s Disease State Planning Committee. Governor Corbett said that the committee will 

work to create a state plan to address the growing Alzheimer’s disease crisis in Pennsylvania. 
Corbett signed the executive order at the University of Pennsylvania’s Perelman School of 

Medicine. The Alzheimer’s Disease Center at UPenn is one of two Pennsylvania centers funded 

by the National Institute of Health for advanced research in Alzheimer’s disease. Secretary of 
Aging Brian Duke will serve as the chairperson of the committee that will examine the needs and 

research the trends of Pennsylvania’s Alzheimer’s population. The committee will include 

representatives from various state agencies as well as those personally impacted by Alzheimer’s 

disease. They will have one year to develop a planned approach for Pennsylvania relating to 
Alzheimer’s disease and other related brain disorders. The establishment of the Alzheimer’s 

Disease State Planning Committee is effective immediately. FMI: For more information, see 

www.pa.gov. 
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PA Senate H&W Committee Approves Community-Based Health Care Clinics Initiative  
 

On February 4 Senate Public Health and Welfare Committee approved legislation to help develop 
and expand community-based health care clinics in Pennsylvania. Senate Bill 5 establishes the 

framework to foster the growth of community health care clinics as a way to provide integrated 

care (medical homes) to uninsured low-income individuals. The bill’ sponsor Senator Ted 

Erickson (R-Delaware) said that he will ask that the bill be re-referred back to the Senate Public 
Health and Welfare Committee. Upon enactment of the bill, the Department of Health will 

develop grant criteria and a process by which to review and evaluate proposals. This is the fourth 

time Senate Bill 5 has been introduced. First introduced in June 2008, it was again introduced in 
the 2009-10 and the 2011-12 legislative sessions. The Senate approved the legislation in each 

session. FMI: See http://www.pasenategop.com/news/2013/0213/erickson-020413.htm 

 

HR 66 Calls for Designating March as Brain Injury Awareness Month 
 

On February 5 Representative Richard Stevenson and 70 co-sponsors introduced a Resolution in 
the PA House of Representatives naming March as Brain Injury Awareness Month.  House 

Resolution HR 66 introduced as noncontroversial resolution designating the month of March 

2013 as "Brain Injury Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania. The resolution cites more than a dozen 
bases for the designation. The resolution identifies PARF as on of five organizations in the 

Commonwealth that is focused on brain injury. See www.legis.state.pa.us 

 

PA House Approves Bill to Extend CHIP    
 

On February 6 the PA House of Representatives unanimously approved legislation (HB 108) to 

extend the state’s Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) through 2015. The legislation 

sponsored by Representative Nick Micozzie (R-Delaware) extends the ending date of the 

program.  The program, established in 1992, is set to expire December 31 of this year, but the 
federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, together with the Health Care and Education 

Reconciliation Act of 2010, have extended federal funding of CHIP through 2015. Currently, 

188,317 children are enrolled in CHIP across the Commonwealth. Federal funds pay for 
approximately two-thirds of the total cost of CHIP. House Bill 108 now goes to state Senate for 

consideration. For more information about HB 108 and CHIP, see  

http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16419. 

 

PA House Passes HB 118 to Extend PA Whistleblower Law  
 

On February 5 the Pennsylvania House of Representatives unanimously voted in favor of 

legislation to amend the Pennsylvania Whistleblower Law by extending its protections to 

employees of nonprofits and private-sector companies who report waste of public money 
obtained by their employer for services or work.  House Bill 118 updates Pennsylvania’s 

Whistleblower Law, which was enacted in 1986, to expand the law’s coverage to private-sector 

employees and employees of nonprofits. As the law is currently written, only public employees 
are protected from discharge or retaliation if they make a good faith report to their employer 

about waste or wrongdoing. The legislation also increases penalties on individuals who violate 

the law’s provisions. House Bill 118 has been sent to the Senate for its consideration. FMI: See  

http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16414.  

http://www.pasenategop.com/news/2013/0213/erickson-020413.htm
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16419
http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16414


PARF NEWS 
Dateline: February 8, 2013 

 
 

PA House Committee to Act on Repeal of Human Services Block Grant Program  
 

On February 12th at 10 am the PA House Human Services Committee will consider HB 315, the 
bill introduced by Representative DiGirolamo to repeal the block grant and restore $83.687 

million dollars in cuts to funding for human services programs administered by PA counties. HB 

315 will return the line items to their funding levels from FY 11/12.  In his co-sponsorship memo 

by Representative DiGirolamo says that there is sufficient money on the balance sheet for this 
fiscal year that allows the legislature to make badly needed restorations without adversely 

affecting the cushion for the current year or impeding the carry over for next fiscal year. A chart 

outlining the changes that would be made in this legislation is at 
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/CteeInfo/index.cfm?Code=56&CteeBody=H. 

 

Small Games of Chance Clarification Bill Advances in PA House  
 

On February 6 the PA House Gaming Oversight Committee approved updates to the Small 

Games of Chance Act and reported out of committee House Bill 290, which will the state’s Small 
Games of Chance Act.  Among its provisions, the proposal would make a number of 

clarifications, including the definition of a “public interest” purpose. This would make it clear in 

state law that an entity operating solely in the public interest – such as a volunteer fire company – 
has the ability to retain the money for its own charitable purposes. The legislation also calls for 

the addition of several new games and would permit the state Department of Revenue to approve 

new small games of chance through the regulatory process. Another change would allow for two 
licenses based on an organization’s annual proceeds – a $25 fee for less than $40,000 annually in 

small games revenue (which would also exempt them from reporting, background and separate 

bank account requirements) and a $100 fee for raising more than $40,000 annually. The new 

legislation also would permit club licensees -- those organizations with a liquor license -- to retain 
the first $40,000 in small games of chance proceeds for their own use. Once the $40,000 has been 

retained by the organization, the current 70 percent/30 percent split of proceeds between public 

interest purposes and general operating expenses would begin. Also, organizations would now 
have 12 months to spend the proceeds on public interest projects, rather than the calendar year. 

Other changes include: (a) Clarifying that Liquor Control Enforcement (LCE) does not have 

enforcement powers over small games of chance violations with organizations that solely have a 

special occasion permit under the Liquor Code. LCE would still retain enforcement power over 
any Liquor Code violations of these organizations; (b) Increasing from $100 to $600 the 

requirement that an organization must record the name and address of a winner. This would align 

with the $600 federal requirement for the organization and winner to report to the IRS; (c) 
Eliminating the requirement that an organization must obtain receipts for all donated items; (d) 

Permitting an organization with a license to hold its games at another organization’s licensed 

location and allowing both organizations to operate games at the same time. This would help 
organizations that do not have their own locations; and (e) Requiring annual reporting forms to be 

available in a paper format that can be filed by mail, instead of only online options. The 

legislation now heads to the full House for consideration. FMI: See 

http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16412. 
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DPW Secretary Gary Alexander Resigns, Beverly Mackereth to Serve as Acting Secretary 
 

On February 8 Governor Tom Corbett announced that current Secretary of Public Welfare Gary 
D. Alexander has resigned his cabinet post and that his last day in DPW will be February 15. 

Governor Corbett said that Secretary Alexander is leaving state government to pursue private-

sector opportunities and spend more time with his wife and children who reside in Rhode Island. 

In his public announcement Governor Corbett praised Secretary Alexander for his role in 
managing the funding of programs; eliminating waste, fraud and abuse in welfare programs; 

creating and implementing a national model for eradicating fraud, waste and abuse; helping to 

establish a county block grant program; implementing an expansion of the HealthChoices 
program to the entire Commonwealth; and enhancing services for intellectually and physically 

disabled individuals. Secretary Alexander expressed his appreciation for the work of DPW staff 

members. In his announcement, Governor Corbett said that Beverly Mackereth, who has served 

as Deputy Secretary for the DPW Office of Children, Youth and Families since November 2011, 
will serve as acting secretary. Governor Corbett noted that Mackereth is a former state 

representative and spent her professional career in public service. She has served as executive 

director of York County Human Services, executive director of the Healthy York County 
Coalition with WellSpan Health System, and as deputy director of the Governor’s Community 

Partnership for Safe Children under Governor Tom Ridge. FMI: To obtain a copy of the 

Governor’s statement see www.state.pa.us. For commentary by PA legislators see 
http://www.pahousegop.com/NewsItem.aspx?NewsID=16446.  

 

ODP to Form Planning Groups  
 

On February 6 the PA DPW Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) announced that it is 

forming internal and external work teams to build on prior strategic planning efforts to envision a 
ten-year future for the ODP service system. ODP said that it is seeking individuals to take part in 

ODP’s futures planning process on the Extended Team and is encouraging nominations from all 

stakeholders and the community. The selected participants must be able to commit to attending 
monthly meetings from March through August. The initial meetings will be held in Harrisburg. 

The deadline for nominations is February 15, 2013. Nominations can be sent to Dolores Frantz 

(dofrantz@pa.gov). FMI: Contact David Kauffman at dakauffman@pa.gov or at 717-705-7744 or 

Dolores Frantz at dofrantz@pa.gov or at 570-372-5800. 
 

DPW Issues Policy on Provider Protection of Patient Rights in Incident Management 
 

In the February 9, 2013 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the PA Department of Public 

Welfare (DPW) published a statement of its policy clearly establishing the patient rights that 
providers are to protect in regard to incident management. DPW lists those participant rights as: 

(1) A participant shall be treated with dignity and respect; (2) A participant may not be 

discriminated against because of ethnicity, religious affiliation, disability, ancestry, national 
origin, age, gender or sexual orientation nor be deprived of civil or legal rights; (3) A participant 

has the right to be free from abuse, neglect and exploitation and has the right to report abuse, 

neglect or exploitation; and (4) A participant has the right to voice complaints or concerns about 

treatment or services. DPW says that under current rules a provider must take prompt action to 
protect participant health, safety and rights.  FMI: See the DPW announcement at 

http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol43/43-6/235.html.  
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HealthChoices Physical Health Mandatory Managed Care Program Expanding on March 1 
 

On January 25 the PA Department of Public Welfare issued a Remittance Advice Alert and 
posted a Promise Banner Page noting that the HealthChoices Physical Health Mandatory 

Managed Care Program is expanding to twenty-two counties in northeast and north central PA on 

March 1, 2013. The Alert reports that on March 1, 2013, the last 22 counties where 

HealthChoices Physical Health did not previously operate will be incorporated into the new 
HealthChoices New East Zone: Bradford, Carbon, Centre, Clinton, Columbia, Juniata, 

Lackawanna, Luzerne, Lycoming, Mifflin, Monroe, Montour, Northumberland, Pike, Schuylkill, 

Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Union, Wayne, Wyoming Counties. The ACCESS Plus 
Enhanced Primary Care Case Management program and the current Voluntary Managed Care 

program will end in these counties and statewide on February 28, 2013. To serve MA consumers 

eligible for HealthChoices Physical Health Managed Care or currently enrolled in the ACCESS 

Plus Program, providers will need to join the network(s) of the HealthChoices Physical Health 
Managed Care Organizations (PH-MCOs). For more information on becoming a participating 

provider with HealthChoices PH-MCOs, access MA Bulletin#99-13-02, titled “HealthChoices 

Physical Health Managed Care New East Zone Expansion”, on the Department of Public 
Welfare’s (the department) website at:  

http://services.dpw.state.pa.us/olddpw/bulletinsearch.aspx?BulletinId=4882. For more 

information on the Continuity of Care for affected MA recipients, access MA Bulletin 99-03-13, 
titled “Continuity of Care for Recipients Transferring Between and Among Fee-for-Service and 

Managed Care Organizations”, on the department’s website at:  

http://services.dpw.state.pa.us/olddpw/bulletinsearch.aspx?BulletinId=1165 

The Bulletin and Provider Quick Tip #145 are on the department’s website at: 
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ucmprd/groups/webcontent/documents/communication/p_018656.pdf 

Also, the website provides more information about the continuation of the Fee-for-Service 

Delivery system for MA recipients in categories who are not enrolled in managed care. 
 

Aging Program Issues Directive for Dually Licensed ATF on Waiver of Inspection  
 

On February 5 the Pennsylvania Department of Aging notified Adult Training Facility (ATF) 

providers indicating that an ATF that is also licensed as Older Adult Daily Living Center can   

request a waiver of PDA inspection requirements. On January 31 the Department of Aging issued 
Aging Program Directive (APD) 12-20-0 describing the process that an Older Adult Daily Living 

Center that is dually-licensed as an Adult Training Facility is to use to apply for a regulatory 

waiver to waive the requirement for an onsite inspection by Department of Aging licensing 
representatives.  Along with the APD is a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document and the 

template form to be used to submit regulatory waiver requests. There are approximately 90 older 

adult daily living centers dually-licensed as an adult training facility that are inspected by staff 
from both the Pennsylvania Department of Aging (PDA) and the Department of Public Welfare 

(DPW). Requests are to be sent to the attention of Kevin Longenecker, Director of the Division of 

Licensing.  FMI: Please contact Mr. Longenecker at (717) 265-7568 or Klongeneck@pa.gov if 

you have any questions concerning Aging Program Directive (APD) 12-20-0 for Older Adult 
Daily Living Centers Dually-Licensed as an Adult Training Facility. 
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Gary Crowell Departs, Vincent Loose to Lead PIBH 
 

For the past three years Gary Crowell has served proudly as President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Pennsylvania Industries for the Blind and Handicapped (PIBH). On February 8 Gary 

sent out his last newsletter to the members and supporters of the Pennsylvania Industries for the 

Blind and Handicapped (PIBH), ending his tenure as PIBH President and CEO. In his letter to 

PIBH Board and members he expressed his appreciation and gratitude for their hard work and 
support of the organization.  PARF offers its own thanks to Gary Crowell for his work at PIBH in 

behalf of people with disabilities and for his support of PARF and its members.  PARF offers best 

wishes and support for Vincent Loose who succeeds Gary Crowell as President and CEO, 
beginning February 11. Vincent Loose is an accomplished executive who has served as a system 

engineer, marketing executive, and business consultant. He has served as executive in IBM 

Global Services, Deloitte Consulting, BDM, etc.  

 

DPW ODP Bureau of Autism Services Family and Individual Mini-Grants Available 
 

On February 8 the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare Bureau of Autism Services 

circulated an announcement of the availability of mini‐grants to support children and adults with 

an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), and families that include an individual with ASD. The 

deadline for submission is April 5, 2013. The 2013 Mini-Grant announcement and application 
packet are available by visiting www.autisminpa.org. For individuals who do not have Internet 

access or printing capabilities, requests to mail paper applications can be made by calling the toll-

free Mini-Grant Help Line at 1-866-539-7689 or by email: DPW-AutismOffice@pa.gov. A focus 
of the mini-grant program is project is to reach out and serve individuals and families that are not 

able to access existing support systems for various reasons (for example: eligibility criteria, age, 

waiting lists, etc.). Supports and activities are eligible for funding if they occur between March 

and August 2013. Supports and activities include: Respite care; summer recreation and skill 
development programs; autism or advocacy related conferences, workshops or training 

opportunities; community programs; safety modifications or adaptations for home and/or 

community integration. The deadline for submission is April 5, 2013. Notification of awards will 
be sent on or about May 15, 2013 until June 30, 2013. FMI: For more information see 

www.autisminpa.org  for frequently asked questions (FAQ) included in the Mini‐Grant 

application packet. See http://bastraining.tiu11.org  for a webcast regarding the mini‐grant 

application process. Call the Mini‐Grant Help Line, toll-free, 1-866-539-7689. 

 

Webinar on Regulations and Funding for Peer Specialists in Supporting Employment  
 

On March 25, 2013 from 9:00am to 12:00pm PA DPW Office of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services (OMHSAS) in collaboration with Temple University Collaborative (TUC) will be 

providing a webinar to discuss regulatory and funding parameters for peer specialists in 

supporting employment. The webinar will primarily be provided for peer specialist providers, 
supervisors, and peer specialists; everyone is invited to participate.  Interested participants can 

either join the session at the Clothes Tree Building, on the DGS Annex Grounds (formerly 

Harrisburg State Hospital), in Harrisburg or join the webinar from their offices.  Individuals 

interested in attending the webinar, either in person or via computer, please email Angela Roland 
at aroland@pa.gov by Wednesday, March 20, 2013.   
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Congress Faces Deadlines in Resolving Fiscal Crisis 
  
On February 12 at 9:00 p.m. President Obama will be offering to Congress the first State of the 
Union address of his second administration. A key moment in the Congressional calendar the 

President’s message will focus attention of the nation’s fiscal crises and the milestones that the 

President and Congress must meet in deciding on federal appropriations, sequestration, budgets, 

national debt limits, and other fiscal issues. At the end of January Congress passed legislation to 
temporarily increase the federal debt limit until May 19, and to force both the House and Senate 

to pass their respective budget resolutions by April 15.  In so doing, the measure creates two more 

"fiscal deadlines" in the first few months of the 113
th
 Congress. The deadlines for action by 

President Obama and the Congress are: March 1 when sequestration is scheduled to take effect; 

March 27 when the current six-month FY13 Continuing Resolution (CR) expires; Late 

March/Early April when President Obama is expected to submit his FY2014 Budget Request to 

Congress; April 15 – when the House and Senate are to pass their FY14 Budget Resolutions; and 
May 19 when is the end of the temporary debt limit suspension.  

 

President Obama Calls for Immediate Passage of Budget Package to Avoid Sequestration  
 

Faced with the March 1 deadline when sequestration is scheduled to take effect and trigger a total 
of $85 billion in across-the-board (ATB) cuts among most federal discretionary and some 

mandatory programs, on February 5 President Barack Obama urged the U.S. Congress to replace 

the automatic cuts with a balanced package of spending and revenue provisions.  He said that his 
administration is willing to work towards a larger deal and that its proposals to reform Medicare 

and entitlements are still on the table, but he said that any changes to entitlements should be 

accompanied by tax reforms that raise revenue. Noting the challenge of meeting the March 1 

deadline, President Obama urged Congress to pass a smaller package to postpone sequester for a 
few months and allow time to develop a longer-term solution. In support its request on February 8 

the White House released a fact sheet citing specific examples of the impact of the sequestration. 

The fact sheet notes that if a sequester takes effect, up to 373,000 seriously mentally ill adults and 
seriously emotionally disturbed children could go untreated, leading to increased hospitalizations, 

involvement in the criminal justice system, and homelessness. The Fact Sheet is at    

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/08/fact-sheet-examples-how-sequester-

would-impact-middle-class-families-job. 
 

TEAM Act Legislation to Support Youth with Intellectual Disabilities Reintroduced  
 

U.S. Representative Gregg Harper (R–Mississippi) has reintroduced a legislative package that 

aims to redesign federal programs for individuals living with intellectual disabilities as they 
transition from secondary school to the workforce. The three bills, collectively referred to as the 

Transition toward Excellence, Achievement and Mobility (TEAM) Act, aim to support youth 

with significant disabilities from adolescence to adulthood. Representative Harper claims that the 
bills will refocus federal resources on improved outcomes in post-secondary education and 

integrated employment. Representative Harper says that the legislation helps to promote an 

efficient blending of resources and coordination of services among federal and state agencies. 

FMI: See the news release http://harper.house.gov/press-release/harper-refiles-disabilities-
proposal. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/08/fact-sheet-examples-how-sequester-would-impact-middle-class-families-job
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/08/fact-sheet-examples-how-sequester-would-impact-middle-class-families-job
http://harper.house.gov/press-release/harper-refiles-disabilities-proposal
http://harper.house.gov/press-release/harper-refiles-disabilities-proposal
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CBO Offers Budget and Economic Outlook (2013-2023) 
 

On February 5 the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released its Budget and Economic 

Outlook report for fiscal years 2013 to 2023. CBO says that if current federal laws that govern 

taxes and spending do not change the federal budget deficit in fiscal 2013 will shrink to $845 
billion or 5.3 percent as a share of gross domestic product (GDP), its lowest level since 2008. Its 

projections show deficits continuing to fall over the next few years. However in the decade ahead, 

deficits would start to increase due to the spending pressures of an aging population, the rising 
cost of health care, expanding federal health insurance subsidies, and greater interest payments on 

federal debt. By 2023, under current law, CBO estimates that federal debt as a share of GDP will 

be 77 percent and continue to rise in future years. CBO also discusses how policy decisions 
surrounding three upcoming budgetary deadlines – sequestration on March 1, the continuing 

resolution expiring on March 27, and the federal borrowing limit taking effect again in mid-May 

– could affect the budget outlook. Regarding the U.S. economy, CBO anticipates economic 

growth will continue to be slow in calendar year 2013, with real GDP growing 1.4 percent. The 
rate of inflation and interest rates are expected to remain low. However, CBO also expects that 

after fiscal tightening in 2013, underlying economic factors will spur faster growth in years to 

follow, projecting 3.4 percent growth in 2014 and an average of 3.6 percent annual growth from 
2015-2018. FMI: See www.cbo.gov. See  

http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/attachments/43907-BudgetOutlook.pdf 

 

Altarum Issues Update on Health Care Workforce, Spending and Prices  
 

The Altarum Institute (AI) has issued its latest monthly assessment of the health care workforce, 
spending and prices. AI reports that in January 2013, private sector health care employment grew 

by 23,000 jobs. Ambulatory care services grew by more than 28,000 jobs (versus a 24-month 

average of 16,000), but nursing and residential care lost 8,000 jobs (versus average growth of 
2,000). Hospital jobs rose by 4,000, below the average of 6,000. (The AI report notes that this 

month’s annual Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) re-benchmarking of the establishment survey 

added 598,000 total non-farm jobs from January 2011 through December 2012, while reducing 
health jobs by 70,000 over this period. These revisions reduced the health share of total 

employment to 10.74%, lower than previously estimated but now the new all-time high.) 

Meanwhile, health care prices were up 1.7 percent in December 2012 from the same month a year 

earlier, the lowest year-over-year increase since 1998. And health spending in December 2012 
rose 4 percent from December 2011, slightly below the 4.3 percent increase recorded for all of 

last year. For the spending brief see http://bit.ly/UAP9gx. For the price brief see 

http://bit.ly/WRozex. For the workforce brief see http://bit.ly/11MrCLN.  Altarum Institute is a 
501(c) (3) nonprofit health care research and consulting organization. Altarum Institute conducts 

research on cost growth trends and key drivers of U.S. health spending and formulates policy 

strategies on controlling cost growth.  

http://www.cbo.gov/
http://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/attachments/43907-BudgetOutlook.pdf
http://bit.ly/UAP9gx
http://bit.ly/WRozex
http://bit.ly/11MrCLN
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CMS Proposes to Streamline Health Provider Regulations  
 

On February 7 Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published a proposed rule in 
the Federal Register (78 FR 9215 Pages 9215 -9245) that would reform Medicare regulations that 

CMS has identified as unnecessary, obsolete, or excessively burdensome on health care providers 

and suppliers, as well as certain regulations under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement 

Amendments of 1988 (CLIA). This proposed rule would eliminate or reduce requirements that 
impede quality patient care or that divert resources away from providing high quality patient care. 

This is one of several rules that CMS is proposing to achieve regulatory reforms under Executive 

Order 13563 on improving regulation and regulatory review and the Department's plan for 
retrospective review of existing rules. Many of the provisions in the rule streamline the standards 

health care providers must meet in order to participate in the Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

The rule clarifies and eliminates some requirements for Intermediate Care Facilities for 

Individuals Who Are Intellectually Disabled, adding a requirement that a certified ICF/IID would 
be surveyed, on average, every 12 months with a maximum 15-month survey interval and thereby 

providing states with more flexibility relative to the current process. A key provision reduces the 

burden on very small critical access hospitals, as well as rural health clinics and federally 
qualified health centers, by eliminating the requirement that a physician be held to a schedule for 

being onsite once every two weeks.  Among other provisions, the proposed rule would permit 

registered dietitians to order patient diets independently without requiring the supervision or 
approval of a physician or other practitioner.  It would eliminate requirements that ambulatory 

surgical centers must meet in order to provide radiological services that are an integral part of 

their surgical procedures.  To view the proposed rule, please visit: www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx.  

See https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/02/07/2013-02421/medicare-and-medicaid-
programs-part-ii-regulatory-provisions-to-promote-program-efficiency#h-18. For the May 2012 

final rules, see http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-05-16/pdf/2012-11543.pdf 

  

CMS Extends Comment Period for Proposed Change on ACA Rule 
 

The newly proposed regulations by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) on the 

continued implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), including the 2014 Medicaid 

expansion and the flexibilities and safeguards being built into the Medicaid program, have been  

published in the Federal Register. See https://www.federalregister.gov/. The deadline for 
comment on the proposed regulations has been extended to February 21, 2013.  Comments may 

be submitted to the Department of Health and Human Services or CMS offices, or they may be 

submitted electronically.  
 

Guide Available for Including People with Disabilities in Disaster Preparedness Planning 
 

Disability.gov has published a guide for people with disabilities to assist in disaster preparedness 

planning. The guide assists people involved in planning at both local and regional levels in 
meeting the needs of people with disabilities during emergencies. Families can also find the guide 

to be useful and use the information in the event of an emergency. FMI: See 

http://www.ct.gov/ctcdd/lib/ctcdd/guide_final.pdf for the guide. See https://www.disability.gov/. 

http://www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/02/07/2013-02421/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-part-ii-regulatory-provisions-to-promote-program-efficiency#h-18
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2013/02/07/2013-02421/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-part-ii-regulatory-provisions-to-promote-program-efficiency#h-18
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-05-16/pdf/2012-11543.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/
http://www.ct.gov/ctcdd/lib/ctcdd/guide_final.pdf
https://www.disability.gov/
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Long-Term Care Commission Appointments Announced 
 

On February 6 Representative Nancy Pelosi announced her appointments to the Commission on 
Long-Term Care. Her appointments include Dr. Bruce Allen Chernof, President and CEO of the 

SCAN foundation; Judith Stein, founder and Executive Director of the Center for Medicare 

Advocacy; and George Vradenburg, President of the Vradenburg Foundation and founder of US 

Against Alzheimer's. Earlier in the day Senator Harry Reid named Georgetown professor Judy 
Feder, SEIU United Long Term Care Workers' Union President Laphonza Butler, and Dr. Javaid 

Anwar of Nevada to the Commission.  The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (ATRA) 

which was approved last month to avert the fiscal cliff repealed the Affordable Care Act's (ACA) 
Community Living Assistance Services and Supports (CLASS) program and established the  

Commission on Long-Term Care. The 15-member Commission is to develop a plan to establish, 

implement, and finance a comprehensive system of long-term services and supports (LTSS). 

President Obama, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
Speaker John Boehner, and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi were each given three 

appointments to the Commission. The White House, Representative Boehner, and Senator 

McConnell have yet to announce their appointments.  Once convened, the Commission must vote 
on a set of recommendations within six months. If a majority of the members vote in favor of a 

plan, the Commission's recommendations will be sent to Congress.  FMI: See www.house.gov 

and www.senate.gov. 

 

ACL Teleconference on Caregiving for People with Dementia and Intellectual Disabilities  
 

On Thursday, February 14 from 3- 4:15 p.m. EST the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS) Administration on Aging (AOA) Administration for Community Living (ACL) 

will host a Conference Call: Caregiving for People with Dementia and Intellectual Disabilities, 
Including Down Syndrome. The call will cover (a) the impact of caring for a family member with 

dementia and an intellectual disability, (b) community living providers and their work with 

people with dementia and intellectual disabilities, and (c) the perspectives of a family caregiver 
on the challenges of caring for a family member with dementia and Down syndrome. Presented 

by the ACL, this conference call is part of the Alzheimer's Disease Supportive Services Program 

(ADSSP) Technical Assistance Call Series. The purpose of the calls is to provide information for 

professionals who work with people with dementia and/or their caregivers. Registration is 
required. Click on https://www.directeventreg.com/der/validateConferenceId.action for online 

registration, or call (888) 869-1189 or (706) 643-5902 for phone registration. This call will also 

be recorded and posted on the AoA web site under Resources and Useful Links at 
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/AoA_Programs/HPW/Alz_Grants/index.aspx. 

 

http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
https://www.directeventreg.com/der/validateConferenceId.action
http://www.aoa.gov/AoARoot/AoA_Programs/HPW/Alz_Grants/index.aspx

