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PHILADELPHIA AGENCY AND LEGISLATOR RECEIVE HUMAN SERVICES AWARDS 

 

The Pennsylvania Community Providers Association (PCPA) has presented the Marilyn Mennis 

Memorial Award to COMHAR, a private, nonprofit community-based human services agency in 

Philadelphia. In addition, the Raymond R. Webb Jr. Government Relations Award was presented 

to Representative Kathy Manderino, who represents the 194th Pennsylvania House District in 

Philadelphia and Montgomery counties. Both awards were accepted during the PCPA 

Conference on October 8. 

 

The Marilyn Mennis Memorial Award was created by PCPA in 1995 to celebrate and continue the 

legacy of Marilyn Mennis.  Mennis dedicated years of service as a social worker and advocate 

for the Philadelphia Child Guidance Clinic and was the mother of a son with developmental 

disabilities. The Mennis award is given annually to individuals that display leadership and 

dedication on behalf of Pennsylvania’s children.  

 

COMHAR was specifically selected for the Mennis award for its Philadelphia Fetal Alcohol 

Spectrum Disorder (FASD) Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment Initiative. The initiative involves 

a partnership among and between COMHAR and two city health groups, St. Christopher’s 

Hospital for Children – Center for Children with Special Health Care Needs and Center City 

Pediatrics, and is funded by a grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration. 

 

Upon receiving the award, COMHAR Director of Children’s Services Linda Bamberger 

commented, “FASD has lifelong consequences, is 100 percent preventable, and currently affects 

at least one child in 100. COMHAR has been surprised at the broad impact on FASD awareness 



and planning that have been unexpected outcomes from the COMHAR FASD screening, 

diagnosis, and intervention initiative in Philadelphia. We accept this award on behalf of all 

initiative participants who everyday strive to make a difference in Philadelphia’s families.”  

 

The Government Relations Award, named after the late former PCPA President and Executive 

Director Raymond R. Webb Jr., is given annually to individuals who have raised their voices on 

behalf of adults and children in need of mental health, intellectual disability, and/or substance 

abuse services. Rep. Manderino was honored for her prime sponsorship of House Bill 1555, 

which would create a dedicated funding stream for drug and alcohol treatment, and House Bill 

1064, which would provide quarterly anticipatory payments to intellectual disability providers in 

order to stabilize finances and continue to provide services. 

 

Upon receiving the award, Rep. Manderino stated, “At the end of the day and at the end of our 

lives, the humanity we demonstrate towards one another and towards the less fortunate can 

and will live on, just like the legacy of the remarkable Raymond Webb. I am truly honored and 

privileged to receive this award bearing Ray’s name and promoting his accomplishments.” 

 

PCPA is a statewide trade association that promotes a community-based, responsive, and viable 

system of agencies providing quality services for individuals receiving mental health, intellectual 

disability, addictive disease, and other related human services.  PCPA represents over 225 

community-based agencies and related businesses that provide mental health, intellectual and 

developmental disability, and substance use disorder services for children and adults.  Members 

operate in all 67 Pennsylvania counties and serve more than one million Pennsylvanians per 

year. 
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