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Register now for the premier edu-
cational and networking conference for mental 
health, intellectual disability, and drug and alcohol 
providers in Pennsylvania — HATS OFF! Our confer-
ence combines a celebratory “tipping of the hat” 
to providers and industry partners for accomplish-
ing all they do each day and the weaving in of the 
many hats each person wears in their work and 
lives. The 2011 PCPA conference provides the most 
affordable experience for community-based provid-
ers to gain new skills and knowledge, obtain con-
tinuing education credits, network with colleagues, 
explore new business options, and partner to influ-
ence policy and regulations that govern care.

Mark your calendar for October 11 – 14 and join 
the Board of Directors and PCPA staff at the 2011 
conference. The dates are quickly approaching! 

Comprehensive information about the confer-
ence — including online registration and forms for 
those who prefer to pay by mail — is available on 
the association web site (www. paproviders.org). 
Workshop descriptions, plenary information, the 
complete schedule, networking opportunities, and 
background about exhibitors and sponsors are all 
available. Review the information closely and start 
planning your conference experience!

Program brochures will soon arrive in the mail for 
member contacts. Significant discounts are available 
to those registering at the early bird rate prior to 
September 8! Questions about the conference may 
be directed to Kris Ericson, technical and conference 

services coordinator (kris@paproviders.org). Ques-
tions specific to registration may also be directed to 

Tieanna Lloyd (tieanna@paproviders.org).

See you at Seven Springs!

An informational newsletter compiled by the Pennsylvania Community Providers Association  
for the MH, IDD, and D&A communities
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On July 14, PCPA members gathered at the Fayette County Behavioral Health 
Administration office to network and discuss issues related to compliance, 
specifically preventing fraud, waste, and abuse of Medicaid resources. Providers 
shared challenges faced in their organizations and solutions they have devel-
oped. Despite pressure providers feel from the potential of increased audits and 
scrutiny of regulators, the group was able to engage in some fun by playing 
a version of the game “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” aptly re-titled “Who 
Wants to be a Compliance Officer?” All attendees received a toy badge for par-
ticipating and shared examples of similar techniques used in their organizations 
to make training on topics such as compliance engaging. PCPA thanks board 
member Mike Quinn (Chestnut Ridge Counseling Center) for helping to organize 
the meeting, Fayette County Behavioral Health Administration for hosting, and 
Essential Learning for sponsoring. ■

Betty Simmonds, Laverne Chichon, and 
Deb Ferraro joined colleagues in the 
southwest region. 

Members Mike Quinn and Wendy 
Pardee use the “Phone a Friend” 
option during “Who Wants to be 
a Compliance Officer?”

Southwest Region Meeting Brings 
Together Compliance Professionals

■  P C P A  N E W S
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George J. Kimes, Executive Director 
george@paproviders.org

Successes 
           and Threats

July 19 – 20 marked a successful Hill Day for the National 
Council of Community Behavioral Healthcare. Once again, 
Pennsylvania had a sizeable delegation to visit congres-
sional leaders in Washington, DC. Over 500 individuals 
from across the country attended. While our delegation 
was sizable, it was not nearly as large as it should be. 
Colorado, Michigan, and the District each had larger con-
tingents. While both Senators and 16 of 19 Congressional 
offices were visited, we were not successful in having PCPA 
members from every congressional district available to visit 
each legislator. We can do better.

While visiting legislators is the primary purpose of the 
event, there are many other activities of tremendous ben-
efit. Each year Hill Day grows as new elements are added. 
2011 marked the addition of expanded exhibits and several 
very interesting “breakout” sessions. This free event has 
turned into a mini National Council conference.

Beyond legislative visits, the full-day public policy training 
and education sessions are a highlight. The public policy 
sessions were outstanding. The presentations were the best 
combined review of the most critical policy areas facing 
our industry, as well as some of the best political analysis 
available. Jim VandeHei, executive editor and co-founder 

of Politico, a nonpartisan media company covering national 
politics and Washington governance, provided an insight-
ful look at the ongoing national debt discussions and his 
analysis of the 2012 election. Former Congressman David 
Obey provided impactful “send off” remarks prior to the 
start of legislative visits. Other policy-oriented speak-
ers included Barbara Edwards, director of the Disabled & 
Elderly Health Programs, Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, and Administrator Pamela Hyde, Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration. The day of ses-
sions is invaluable and the National Council continues to 
bring great programming to members for no charge.

It was an exciting time to be in Washington, DC as debt 
ceiling discussions heated up. It was particularly relevant 
for community providers since one of the key targets for 
spending reductions is Medicaid. It is important for mem-
bers to be aware of the increasing threat. While voices to 
protect Medicare and Social Security are loud and numer-
ous, the Medicaid safety net is more vulnerable to attack. 
PCPA members are critically aware of the importance of 
Medicaid in supporting services for people with mental 
illnesses, substance use disorders and intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. The major focus of legislative 
visits was the protection of Medicaid.
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■  D I R E C T O R ’ S  V I E W P O I N T
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PCPA Executive Director George Kimes, as part of the annual 
staff service recognition process, awarded certificates and 
gifts to Lynn Cooper, Cindy Lloyd, and Anne Leisure.

 

Cooper serves as deputy director of the association and 
reached the 15 year milestone, having begun employment 
in 1995 as a drug and alcohol specialist. Lloyd, who began 
in 1996 as a secretary is currently the office manager and 
administrative assistant to the executive director. Lloyd 
was also recognized for 15 years of service. In comment-
ing on both employees, Kimes commended them for their 
excellent service. Achieving 15 years of service is a signifi-
cant milestone. Cooper and Lloyd are the first two full-time 
employees to reach that mark. 

Kimes also recognized Director of Legislative Affairs Anne 
Leisure for three years of service. Leisure joined the as-
sociation in 2008 and has worked to strengthen PCPA’s 
government relations.

As I write the debt ceiling discus-
sions continue, but by the time 
you read this they might be con-
cluded, perhaps resulting in some 
Medicaid cuts. The threat of further 
attacks will continue. It is crucial 
that community providers fight to 
oppose cuts to Medicaid. Proposals 
that lead to a Medicaid block grant 
must also be opposed. Block grants 
lead to stagnation. Pennsylvania’s 
experience with the mental health 
and social services block grants has 
made it clear that long-term funding 
reductions that follow block granting 
are inevitable. Likewise, there have 
been proposals to offer a “blended” 
Medicaid rate to states that will 
reduce payments for Medicaid and 
CHIP programs. A federal cost shift 
to states will not work as the likeli-
hood of Pennsylvania picking up any 
reductions in federal funds is nonex-
istent. Other threats to Medicaid in-
clude efforts to repeal the Medicaid 
Maintenance of Effort which would 
result in reduced eligibility for many 
consumers, forcing more people into 
the uninsured population.

I hope that more of you will join us 
and the National Council next year 
at Hill Day and I hope you step up 
your actions to protect the Medicaid 
program.

George J. Kimes, Executive Director
george@paproviders.org ■

This column represents my opin-
ion, not necessarily that of the 
association. 

D I R E C T O R ’ S

V I E W P O I N T
Continue from page 3

      Lynn Cooper                Cindy Lloyd                                                                                   

   Anne Leisure

P C P A  N E W S

Staff Service 
Recognized
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Relationship Training 
Successful
More than 30 individuals participated in Build-
ing Constructive Staff/Family Relationships at the 
PCPA office in June. The training was presented 
by Darcy Elks, MA, and was designed to enhance 
working relationships between staff and  
families. ■.

IRETA Executive Transitions to New Role
Dr. Michael Flaherty, founder and executive director of the Institute for Re-
search, Education, and Training in Addictions (IRETA) stepped down August 1. 
He has served as IRETA executive director since its formation in 1999 from the 
St. Francis Health System Institute for Psychiatry and Addictions. Dr. Flaherty 
has indicated that he will focus on developing recovery models of care in sub-
stance use, co-occurring disorders, and mental health. He will continue to work 
with IRETA as a senior consultant.

Dr. Peter Luongo will assume the role of IRETA executive director. Dr. Luongo 
is currently managing director of his own health management and applied 
research practice in Germantown, Maryland. He was previously director of the 
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Alcohol, and Drug Abuse 
Administration. PCPA congratulates Dr. Luongo on his new position and wishes 
Dr. Flaherty the best in his new role. ■

PCPA TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE
March 16-17, 2011
Holiday Inn Harrisburg East

PCPA TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE
March 21-22, 2012                Doubletree Resort Lancaster

P C P A  N E W S

Presenter Darcy Elks discusses 
relationship building.

Roxbury Designated 
Patriot Support 
Program
PCPA member Roxbury Treatment 
Center has been named as one  
of 10 national participants in 
parent company Universal Health 
System’s Patriot Support Program. 
The Patriot Support Program is a 
best-practice standard for provid-
ing behavioral health services to 
active duty personnel. The ultimate 
goal of the program is to return the 
client to duty or ensure a smooth 
return to the community for per-
sonnel with post traumatic stress 
disorder. The program features 
staff psychiatrists and physicians 
dedicated to military personnel and 
consistent communication with 
base commanders to coordinate all 
aspects of care. PCPA congratulates 
Roxbury on this designation. ■

Blue Elected 
National Council 
Officer
Susan Blue, president and CEO of 
PCPA member Community Services 
Group, has been elected secretary/ 
treasurer of the National Council 
for Community Behavioral Health-
care. Blue has served as a regional 
representative on the National 
Council board since 2007. The 
term of the new slate of officers 
began on July 1 and lasts for two 
years. PCPA congratulates Ms. Blue 
on her election and looks forward 
to her continued leadership with 
the National Council. ■
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2011: A Facebook Odyssey
PCPA member Community Services Group (CSG) has long 
resisted the world of social media, for reasons that every 
agency has considered – concerns over confidentiality, use 
of staff time, developing content, etc. But as the years 
went by the benefits of Facebook to a large company like 
CSG began to outweigh the risks and Director of Quality 
Improvement Bruce Cohen opted to enter the social media 
arena in May.

Cohen indicates that CSG’s goals for Facebook are to 
engage stakeholders, promote services, and refer visitors 
to the company’s web site. In addition, it has the poten-
tial to be a critical staff recruitment tool. “Social media is 
an important tool to reach and engage the brightest and 
most energetic individuals out there and enhances our 
other recruitment efforts,” he noted.

P C P A  N E W S

■  T E C H  T A L K

January 17 Committee Meetings Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

January 18 Board Meeting Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

March 20 Committee Meetings Doubletree Resort Lancaster

March 21 Annual Meeting Doubletree Resort Lancaster

June 13 Committee Meetings Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

June 14 Board Meeting Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

September 18 Committee Meetings Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

September 19 Board Meeting Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

November 20 Committee Meetings Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

November 21 Committee Meetings Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

 Mark Your Calendars!
PCPA has secured discounted 
room blocks at the Sheraton 
and Doubletree Resort. Mem-
bers are encouraged to make 
reservations at least three 
weeks prior to the meet-
ing to ensure availability. 
Members are also encouraged 
to join the free Starwood 
Preferred Guest Program and/
or Hilton HHonors to receive 
priority service and benefits 
from each hotel chain. 

2012 Meeting Dates/Locations 

Cohen is solely responsible for all content on the CSG Face-
book page, but would like to involve staff from all parts of 
the organization. CSG has developed social media guide-
lines for administrators and a policy for staff. The policy 
notifies staff that social media, including CSG’s page, 
should only be accessed on personal time. 

With the involvement of a communications partner, 
creation of the page was relatively simple. The primary 
challenges have been development of the policy and 
guidelines, as well as developing fresh content without 
overposting. The experience with the Facebook page is the 
start to CSG’s research into other social media channels to 
determine which would be a good fit for the company. ■
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■  L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S

For additional information on legislative issues, contact PCPA at 717-364-3280. For copies of bills, 
call your local legislator, the House Document Room 717-787-5320, or visit the General Assembly’s 
Electronic Bill Room at www.legis.state.pa.us.

Alexander Confirmed
The Senate voted unanimously to confirm Gary 
Alexander as secretary of the Department of 
Public Welfare (DPW). PCPA has appreciated 
meeting with Secretary Alexander a number of 
times to discuss issues of concern to commu-
nity providers, most notably as a guest at the 

PCPA Board Retreat. Alexander has shown himself to be a supporter 
of community services and the HealthChoices program behavioral 
health carve-out. While current economic realities present numer-
ous challenges, the association looks forward to working with 
Secretary Alexander to move the community system forward.  

As detailed in PCPA’s Legislative Info 
of June 28, State Budget Agreement 
Reached, Governor Corbett signed 
a $127.149 billion budget, cutting 
nearly $1.2 billion from 2010/11. 
PCPA and members of the Intellec-
tual Disability and Autism Coalition 
expended major efforts to avoid dras-
tic cuts to community services and 
achieved restoration of $22 million to 
the proposed $27 million cut from a 
cap on fixed costs for group homes. 

The budget mandated that the 
Department of Public Welfare (DPW) 
budget be reduced by approximately 
$400 million by rooting out “waste, 
fraud and abuse.” The governor 
signed a number of pieces of legisla-
tion as part of budget negotiations, 
including House Bill 960 (Act 22), 
which gives DPW the latitude to find 
waste, fraud, and abuse savings by 
making changes in Medicaid and cash 
assistance without following regula-
tory rulemaking processes that give 
the General Assembly and the public 
opportunity to respond. These include 
giving DPW unilateral authority to:

A  Reduce covered medical services 
under the Medicaid program 
without limit, and 

A  Eliminate entire categories of 
eligibility for Medicaid, adding 
tens of thousands to the rolls of 
the uninsured.

The legislation is in effect for one 
year. DPW is still required to publish 
proposed changes and allow for  
30 days of public comment. 

There are credible reports that the 
Act 22 powers will be used to sig-
nificantly reduce a number of budget 
appropriations within DPW. Dispro-
portionately impacted is the commu-
nity mental health line item, an ap-
propriation approved by the General 
Assembly and sealed by the gover-
nor’s signature. The reduction will 
be applied to county appropriations 
and is reported to be approximately 
10 – 12 percent. This is also likely to 
result in a significant reduction to 
the CHIPP initiative in the governor’s 

Further Mental Health Budget Cuts Likely
proposed budget. PCPA questions 
whether savings that are directed to 
be found in fraud, waste, and abuse 
can be arbitrarily applied to approved 
budget appropriations. 

Budget-related legislation also includ-
ed an amendment providing that the 
Act 152 appropriation, moved by the 
governor to the capitation budget, is 
to be allocated to continue provid-
ing non-hospital residential drug and 
alcohol addiction treatment services 
through each Single County Author-
ity. The post-budget spreadsheet is 
also available from the Legislative 
Affairs page. Further questions may 
be directed to Anne Leisure (anne@
paproviders.org). ■
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PCPA members in Washington, DC for the  
National Council Hill Day addressed several 
issues of crucial importance to community  
providers. While the fight to maintain the 
Medicaid program was a major focus, Senate 
Bill 539, the Behavioral Health Information 
Technology (HIT) Act of 2011, and its com-
panion House bill when introduced, were also 
important items. This legislation would expand 
federal incentive payments for the adoption of 
HIT to behavioral and mental health profession-
als, psychiatric hospitals, mental health treat-
ment facilities and substance abuse treatment 
facilities. S. 539 currently has 11 co-sponsors 
and PCPA Hill Day participants worked to get 
Senators Casey and Toomey to sign on as well. 
While the House bill has not yet been intro-
duced, Pennsylvania Congressman Tim Murphy 
has been discussed as a possible primary 
sponsor. Further questions may be addressed to 
Anne Leisure at anne@paproviders.org. ■ 

PCPA member Victoria Livingstone participates in legislative activities at Hill Day.

PCPA and the Intellectual Disability and Autism 
Coalition met with Deputy Secretary Kevin Friel, 
Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) to discuss 
issues related to services for people with intel-
lectual disabilities. Items of particular include the 
following:

A  ODP plans unspecified changes to the Con-
solidated and Person/Family Directed Support 
waivers, but will implement pilot projects first 
to determine their impact. 

A  While acknowledging the budgetary saving 
that would accrue from the closure of state 
centers, ODP is unable to commit to any clo-
sures at this time. 

A  As the legislature restored $22 million out of 
the originally proposed $27 million funding 

L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S

HIT Legislation Gathers Momentum

reduction for fixed costs for group homes, 
ODP will meet with representatives of the 
coalition to discuss options to achieve the 
remaining five million dollars in savings. 

A  It is unlikely that ODP will suspend the 
prudent pay policy for community intellectual 
disability providers.

A  ODP states that the formal submission to the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services of 
a request for a one-year extension of revenue 
reconciliation is imminent.

Friel also committed to meeting with the coali-
tion on a quarterly basis. PCPA will continue to 
work with the department to minimize negative 
impact on providers of proposed departmental 
policy changes. ■

PCPA Meets Deputy Secretary Friel
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OMHSAS Budget Briefing Rescheduled
The Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) 2011/12 
Pennsylvania budget briefing was rescheduled from July 26 to August 10, 11:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Information about attending or participating via webinar is 
available at www.paproviders.org/Pages/Budget_Archive/11-12_OMHAS_Budget_ 
Meeting_072511.shtml. ■ 

Pennsylvania Rent Rebates
Pennsylvania’s Property Tax and Rent Rebate program application period is being 
extended from June 30 to December 31. State residents over age 65 and those 
18 years or older with disabilities are eligible to receive a rebate of up to $650, 
based on rent or property taxes paid in 2010. 

Eligibility income limits are set as indicated below (excluding 50 percent of  
Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, and Railroad Retirement).

 $0 –   8,000  maximum of $650 rebate for homeowners and renters
 $8,001 – 15,000  maximum of $500 rebate for homeowners and renters
 $15,001 – 18,000  maximum of $300 rebate for homeowners only
 $18,001 – 35,000  maximum of $250 rebate for homeowners only

Rebate claim forms are available at www.revenue.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/ 
community/property_tax_rent_rebate/14711. ■

Health Insurance Exchange Forums Scheduled
The Pennsylvania Department of Insurance is exploring options for a Health Insur-
ance Exchange. States can develop an exchange or default to the federal option. 
An exchange provides a forum for individuals and small businesses to compare and 
select health insurance. Stakeholders are asked to present comments on whether 
the exchange should be a Pennsylvania model or the federal option, how and who 
should operate and oversee it, and what functions should be included for whom. 
Background information is available in the Commonwealth Health Care Reform 
Implementation Advisory Committee Final Report available at www.ohcr.state.pa.us/
assets/HCIMeetingMaterials/FINALREPORT.pdf. 

Forums: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

August 9 Pittsburgh Doubletree Hotel Pittsburgh/  
Monroeville Convention Center

August 11 Philadelphia Crowne Plaza Liberty Convention 
Center

August 23 Harrisburg Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey

Register at least one week prior with the Department of Insurance at www. 
portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/health_insurance/9189/pa_health_ 
options/982060. Address questions to the Department of Insurance (RA-IN-PA-
HealthOptions@state.pa.us or 717-705-0008). ■

Outpatient Task 
Force Identifies 
Special Work 
Groups 
The Outpatient Task Force 
organized by the Office of 
Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Services (OMHSAS) 
continues to address the 
outpatient clinic crisis outlined 
in the PCPA paper The Collapse 
of Pennsylvania’s Outpatient 
Clinics. A number of important 
work groups have been identi-
fied to address specific issues 
including:

A  The potential use of the 
disease management code, 

A  The need to create an 
in-plan code for extended 
medication management 
service, 

A  Alternative payment 
arrangements,

A  Telepsychiatry and changes 
needed to expand its use,

A  Mobile outpatient for 
children (an OMHSAS 
internal group, will include 
other stakeholders in the 
future), and

A  Outpatient regulation 
changes that could be 
considered short-term, 
possibly waivers.

The next meeting of the task 
force is September 8. For ad-
ditional information contact 
Lynn Cooper (lynn@paproviders.
org) or Betty Simmonds (betty@
paproviders.org). ■

■  S T A T E  N E W S  B R I E F S
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RFI on Shared Living Services
The Department of Public Welfare (DPW) issued a Request for Information 
(RFI) for input on potential options to improve home and community-based 
services through implementation and marketing of the existing Shared 
Living Program (SLP) for targeted Medical Assistance (MA) program partici-
pants and to develop strategies to improve service options and management 
of housing and support services. The goal is to create a cross-departmental 
system of coordinated care and services that is person-centered and focuses 
on independence and choice to maximize service options, promotes  
accountability and transparency, and rewards health outcomes. Participants 
should have more opportunities for services in a small, homelike environ-
ment. DPW may examine whether a department-wide SLP would accomplish 
this goal. The target population includes all persons with disabilities, in-
cluding older adults, who are at risk of or currently living in nursing homes, 
mental health institutions, personal care homes, facilities for persons with 
intellectual disabilities, shelters, and other congregate living arrangements. 

The RFI is available at www.emarketplace.state.pa.us/GeneralEdit.
aspx?SID=RFI-DPW-ODP. Responses are due September 8 to Pam Kuhno 
(sharedliving@state.pa.us). ■ 

Personal Care Compliance Guidance Released
A draft of Regulatory Compliance Guide 1.0 for personal care homes was 
distributed July 19. The guide was developed to:

A  Explain regulatory requirements of 55 PA Code Chapter 2600 to  
providers and regulators;

A  Provide detailed guidance including regulatory requirements,  
expectations for compliance, guidelines for measuring compliance,  
and the primary benefit of each requirement; 

A  Address general regulatory requirements and procedures; and

A  Provide overviews of complex regulatory issues to aid a global  
understanding of the regulatory chapter. 

The guide is meant to be a comprehensive source of information for compli-
ance with Chapter 2600 and is available at www.dpw.state.pa.us/provider/
longtermlivingservices/regulatorycomplianceguidercg/index.htm. Comments 
are requested by September 16 to RA-pwarlheadquarters@state.pa.us. Per-
sonal care home licensing representatives will field test the guide during 
licensing inspections. The guide is not intended to be implemented until 
finalized following consideration of public comment. PCPA members who 
provide comment on the guide are asked to send a copy to Betty Simmonds 
(betty@paproviders.org). ■

Suicide Prevention 
Speakers Sought
The Adult/Older Adult  
Suicide Prevention Coalition 
and the Pennsylvania Youth 
Suicide Prevention Initiative 
are coordinating a Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Day in 
the Pennsylvania Capitol in 
late September/early October. 
The coalition seeks volunteers 
to talk about experiences 
either as a person who has 
contemplated suicide or as 
someone who has lost a loved 
one to suicide. Speakers from 
a variety of constituencies 
are needed such as youth, 
adults, older adults, veterans, 
lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and 
transgenders among others. 
Speakers will talk for approxi-
mately 15 – 20 minutes. The 
date of the event has not been 
established as the legislature 
has not yet determined the 
legislative schedule. Tentative 
dates are September 20,  
September 27, or October 4. 
Those interested in speak-
ing should contact Rebecca 
May-Cole (717-541-4219 or 
rebecca@olderpa.org).

■  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  
H E A D L I N E S

S T A T E  N E W S  B R I E F S
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ADA and Olmstead Resources
The US Department of Justice has available a document describing individu-
als’ rights and public entities’ obligations under the integrated mandate of 
Title II of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Supreme Court 
decision in Olmstead v. LC (www.ada.gov/olmstead/q&a_olmstead.htm). The 
question and answer section address issues such as integrated settings,  
resolutions for persons at risk of institutionalization or segregation, state 
budget cuts violations, what is an Olmstead Plan, and types of remedies  
for ADA violations. ■

Electronic Health Records
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will present a National 
Provider Call on Medicare and Medicaid Electronic Health Records (EHR) 
Incentive Programs, Understanding Meaningful Use, on August 18 from 1:30 – 
3:00 p.m. Registration information is on the CMS EHR Spotlight/Upcoming 
Events web page (www.cms.gov/EHRIncentivePrograms/50_Spotlight.asp). As  
of June 30, over $107 million in Medicare EHR incentives was paid.

In Pennsylvania, 892 eligible professionals registered with CMS. Of these, 
424 have begun or completed the Pennsylvania Medical Assistance Provider 
Incentive Repository (MAPIR) application. As of July 22, Pennsylvania paid, 
or was in the process of paying, $6,658,351 for eligible professionals and 
$13,385,778 for eligible hospitals. The web site (www.pamahealthit.org) 
provides links to information about the EHR incentive program and includes 
a chart of incentive payments updated weekly. On August 15 MAPIR will be 
updated so that emails sent through the system will identify the specific 
provider to which the email refers. MAPIR will also permit providers to upload 
supporting information directly to the application. 

Medicare Proposes New Coverage 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) proposed the addition 
of alcohol screening and behavioral counseling and screening for depression 
to the array of preventive services covered by Medicare. Medicare would cover 
an annual alcohol misuse screening by a beneficiary’s primary care provider 
and four behavioral counseling sessions per year if a beneficiary screens posi-
tive for alcohol misuse. Medicare would also cover an annual screening for 
depression in primary care settings that offer staff-assisted depression care. 
CMS invites comment on the proposals through August 18 and will issue the 
final coverage decision later in the year. The proposals are available on the 
CMS web site. Use the Search field to access either screening memo. ■

■  A C R O S S  T H E  N A T I O N

■  C O N F E R E N C E S /
T R A I N I N G S

HIPAA Version 
5010 Transition
The January 1, 2012 compliance dead-
line for transition to HIPAA version 
5010 is rapidly approaching. All HIPAA-
covered entities that submit electronic 
transactions must upgrade from ver-
sion 4010/4010A to version 5010. Both 
internal and external transaction testing 
should be conducted within the provider 
organization and with payers, vendors, 
clearinghouses, and other partners. 
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services reminds providers that the CMS-
ICD-10 web site (www.cms.gov/ICD10) 
has resources to support covered entities 
as they transition to version 5010 and to 
International Classification of Diseases 
version 10 (ICD-10). ■

September 22. Understanding 
and Accessing Medicare Services 
for Mental Health Consumers and 
Understanding and Working with 
Individuals with Intellectual Dis-
abilities who have a Dual Diag-
nosis. Presented by Behavioral 
Health Connection (an APPRISE 
program), The Arc of Pennsylva-
nia, Raymond and Miriam Klein 
JCC, and Philadelphia Coordinated 
Health Care. Raymond and Miriam 
Klein JCC, Rm 114. 10100 Jamison 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA. There is no 
fee and lunch is provided. Regis-
ter at www.olderpa.org/bhc.

October 11 – 14. Hats Off! The 
PCPA Conference. Seven Springs 
Mountain Resort. Champion, PA. 
Registration open.
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MATP and Methadone 
Providers Meet 
Medical Assistance Transportation Program (MATP) and PCPA 
methadone providers, along with state officials, met in July 
to discuss problems encountered and potential solutions. 
Transportation and treatment providers discussed issues 
related to fraud and abuse and general transportation chal-
lenges. The group noted that the increased need and high 
demand is making it difficult to provide transportation with 
less funding. The group also discussed that treatment staff 
is overwhelmed with policing transportation. There was con-
fusion because some clinics refuse to verify attendance and 
cite confidentiality regulation limitations. It was clarified 
that many treatment providers have the client sign a release 
for 30 days after they leave treatment in order to verify at-
tendance. This does not violate drug and alcohol confidenti-
ality regulations. It was clear that Pennsylvania needs more 
methadone programs. A major problem is the limited number 
of methadone clinics, especially in rural areas. 

Several legislators have introduced harmful legislation, such 
as the bill Senator Ward is advancing which only allows the 
client to go to the closest clinic. PCPA feels strongly that 
the problems can be resolved through policy and regulation 
changes, not through legislation.

Some MATP providers have found effective resolutions to 
problems encountered. Monroe County does a special assess-
ment for transportation and has developed a form for the 
process. They also work closely with the treatment provid-
ers. Providers send a monthly printout of client attendance 
for verification. Allegheny County put in place a verification 
process which requires vehicle registration and license. They 
also have a special letter from the treatment provider that 
is sent to the transportation provider to verify attendance. 
Chester County works closely with the treatment provider. 
The treatment provider also sends a list of all of the days 
during the month the client received services at the clinic. 
They have found that it is important to use blue ink for 
signatures so that they can verify authenticity — the client 
cannot use a photocopy of the signature. If bus passes are 
provided a system must be in place to ensure that they are 
being used appropriately. One provider requires that the old 
bus pass be turned in before the client is given a new one. 
Future discussions will occur and specific recommendations 
will be provided to transportation and treatment providers 
to resolve the problems encountered and protect transporta-
tion services. ■

New BDAP Data 
System Moves 
Forward
The Bureau of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs (BDAP) has been work-
ing hard to implement the STAR 
(Strengthening Treatment and 
Recovery) Data System. This new 
system replaces the antiquated CIS 
data system currently used. When 
the system is running, provid-
ers and Single County Authorities 
(SCAs) will report into a centralized 
web-based system. PCPA attended 
a meeting at BDAP regarding the 
pilot project beginning in August. A 
special training will be held in mid-
August for the pilot providers and 
SCAs. The training will be followed 
by 20 – 30 webinars depending upon 
needs of the users. There will also 
be a weekly conference call to assist 
users in the pilot project, assess 
effectiveness, and identify problems 
encountered. The SCAs chosen to 
participate in the pilot are Cameron, 
Elk, McKean; Clearfield-Jefferson; 
and Dauphin. PCPA members are 
encouraged to be a part of the pilot 
projects where possible. 

BDAP continues to make progress 
on the data system and is at a 
critical time. Staff emphasized that 
the project must be complete no 
later than July 2012. There has 
been some confusion about which 
aspects of the new system will be 
provided free and which will be 
available for an additional cost. 
BDAP stated that a detailed list will 
be provided soon. For more infor-
mation or questions please contact 
Joe Gallucci, STAR project manager, 
or Dan Miller, data section chief at 
717-783-8200 or access www.health.
state.pa.us/star. ■

■  D R U G  &  A L C O H O L  A C T I O N
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Methadone Considered Health-
Sustaining Medication
Individuals in need of substance abuse treatment for conditions that impair 
their ability to work would meet the general assistance category for Medi-
cal Assistance. This is a state-only category which limits an individual to 
no more than nine months of eligibility in his or her lifetime. If a medical 
provider determines the individual is considered employable only by the use 
of a health-sustaining medication for an acute or chronic medical need and 
is willing to document this, the individual would be considered eligible under 
different criteria which would not fall under the nine-month limitation. The 
medical provider would need to complete the Health-sustaining Medication 
Assessment Form (PA 1671) to document the physical or mental disability. Per 
Medical Assistance policy clarification PMG7420305, methadone is considered 
a health-sustaining medication needed to sustain employment. For additional 
information contact Lynn Cooper (lynn@paproviders.org). ■

Technology Transfer Model Featured in JSAT
The September 2011 issue of the Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment (JSAT) 
features an article by the National Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) 
Tech Transfer Workgroup titled “Research to practice in addiction treatment: 
Key terms and a field-driven model of technology transfer.” Dr. Holly Hagle, 
director of the Northeast ATTC, represents Pennsylvania and New York in the 
work group.

The Tech Transfer Model was developed because the transfer of new evidence-
based practices, i.e. “technologies,” into substance abuse treatment organiza-
tions often occurs long after they have been developed and shown to be ef-
fective. By creating a field-driven conceptual model of the innovation process 
that more precisely defines relevant terms, the work group is paving the way 
for an improved general understanding and terms like dissemination, adoption, 
and implementation, which will help to accelerate the use of evidence-based 
practices. 

The creation and acceptance of a tech transfer model also helps to contextu-
alize the various stages of innovation so that key partners can better under-
stand and prepare for a multi-tiered process of change. For example, if an 
organization wishes to adopt Motivational Interviewing, its leadership can 
use the model to determine how to divide resources (time and money) among 
the dissemination, adoption, and implementation stages of change. Dr. Hagle 
emphasizes the value and potential of precise terminology. “These proposed 
definitions and conceptual framework help all stakeholders in having a clear, 
common language. This will hopefully improve the use of evidence-based prac-
tices with the ultimate goal of improving services to individuals.” ■

White Publishes 
Monograph on 
Narcotics Anonymous
William White, a prolific recovery 
researcher, has published a mono-
graph at the request of the Phila-
delphia Department of Behavioral 
Health and DisAbility Services. 
Titled Narcotics Anonymous and 
the Pharmacotherapeutic Treatment 
of Opioid Addiction in the United 
States, the monograph details cur-
rent and historical attitudes toward 
addiction medication from members 
of Narcotics Anonymous (NA). 

In writing the monograph, White’s 
goal is to explore ways in which 
addiction professionals and recov-
ery support specialists can enhance 
the peer-based recovery support 
available to patients in medication-
assisted treatment. He and Lisa 
Mojer-Torres jointly wrote Recovery-
Oriented Methadone Maintenance 
in 2010 and the same year, he 
co-authored a paper on the history 
and culture of NA. “These separate 
projects,” he writes, “reached a 
point of confluence when many 
readers of the monograph respond-
ed that one of the greatest barriers 
to enhancing the recovery orienta-
tion of medication-assisted treat-
ment programs was the attitudes 
toward opioid addiction treatment 
medications experienced by many of 
their patients who sought support 
from recovery mutual aid groups, 
particularly Narcotics Anonymous 
(NA).” The monograph is available 
for download at www.ireta.org. ■

D R U G  &  A L C O H O L  A C T I O N
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O D P  U P D A T E S

■  I D D  F O C U S

ODP Rate Changes
The Office of Developmental Programs 
(ODP) has issued Announcement 
#082-11: Until Further Notice ODP will 
Continue to Pay Providers FY 2010-11 
Rates During FY 2011-12. Due to con-
cerns raised by consumers, families, 
and providers, ODP has decided that 
rates for non-residential services will 
continue to be paid based on 2010/11 
rates for all services. ODP anticipates 
using 2010/11 rates for at least the 
first two months of 2011/12. Year 3 
(2011/12) cost reports will be used to 
develop rates for the remainder of the 
year. These changes include residen-
tial, non-residential, respite, agency 
with choice, and vendor/fiscal ser-
vices. Services paid on a fee schedule 
in 2010/11 will continue to be paid 
at the current rate until the 2011/12 
fee schedule is announced. Supports 
coordination will continue to bill at 
the 2010/11 rates until ODP finalizes 
2011/12 rates. This announcement 
supersedes Announcements #078-11 
and #079-11, which are now on hold 
until the 2011/12 rate setting process 
is finalized. ■

ODP Staff Change
PCPA has been notified that Joe 
Church, Office of Developmental 
Programs (ODP) financial director, has 
been reassigned as special assistant 
to the deputy secretary. He is retiring 
next winter and until then will be 
managing special projects and moni-
toring the status of program budget 
initiatives. ODP will be conducting 
a search for a new financial bureau 
director. The interim financial director 
is John Cox from Alvarez and Marsal, 
a consulting firm specializing in 
turnaround and interim management, 
performance improvement, and busi-
ness advisory services. ■

The Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) has released the 
following announcements which are relevant to direct service, 
supports coordination, and Administrative Entities (AE), and 
are available at www.odpconsulting.net.

Announcement #083-11: ODP Instructor Led Face to Face Train-
ing and New Training Registration Portal. Three interactive train-
ing courses are being offered across the state for all interested 
parties who support individuals with intellectual disability. 
Supports coordinators and supervisors may have these hours 
credited toward the professional development portion of the  
40 hours of required training.

Announcement #084-11: Medication Administration Program 
On-Line Registration. For staff employed by applicable licensed 
programs, online registration for the Medication Administration 
Program will be available August 1.

Announcement #085-11: New Video on OCS Website: Dennis’s 
Journey. This 15-minute video tells the story of Dennis through 
the voice of his mother, Mary Ohl.

Announcement #086-11: Interim FY2011-12 Wage and Ben-
efit Ranges and Corresponding Rates for Medical Assistance Fee 
Schedule Participant Directed Services in the Agency with Choice 
Financial Management Services Model. ODP has temporarily 
reinstated Informational Packet #041-11 issued for 2010/11. 
Individuals participating in model will continue to use 2010/11 
rates until further notice.

Informational Memo #087-11: Change to the Emergency Man-
agement Protocols. AEs are notified that ODP will discontinue 
the on-call pager system as outlined in Information Packet 
#012-09.

Announcement #089-11: SC Times Newsletter for Summer 
2011. ODP newsletter specifically for supports coordination.

Announcement #090-11: FY2011-12 Revised Interim Rates 
Now Active in HCSIS. The 2010/11 rates that are now interim 
2011/12 rates retroactive to July 1 are available in PROMISe 
and HCSIS.
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I D D  F O C U S

Provider and SCO Monitoring 
ODP Announcement #081-11: Provider/SCO Monitoring Process: Training and Resource 
Information to Support August 1, 2011 Implementation, provides detail on prepar-
ing for and implementing the new provider and supports coordination organizations 
(SCOs) monitoring processes which became operational August 1. Resources and 
webcast trainings will be posted at www.odpconsulting.net. ODP has also scheduled a 
series of conference calls for providers, counties/AEs, and SCO administrators to ad-
dress comments and questions related to the new processes detailed in the webcast. ■ 

White House Disability Call
The June White House Disability Call focused on updates from the commissioner of 
rehabilitation services in the Department of Education, commissioner of administra-
tion on developmental disabilities in the Department of Health and Human Services, 
and a brief overview of the international Special Olympics in Athens, Greece by Dr. 
Jill Biden who led the presidential delegation. Rehabilitation services administration 
is working on reauthorization of the workforce investment act and the rehabilitation 
act. Emphasis is also focused on the Presidential Executive Order of 2010 (Increasing 
Federal Employment of Individuals with Disabilities), which marked the 20th anniver-
sary of the Americans With Disabilities Act. A copy is available from the White House 
Press Office at www.whitehouse.gov.

The Administration on Developmental Disabilities works with the Department of 
Justice, Office of Civil Rights and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to 
protect the rights of individuals. The 2011 focus is on promoting employment first 
and post-secondary educational options for this population. 

The Department of Labor Employment and Training Administration and the Office of 
Disability Employment Policy have a joint project, Disability Employment Initiative. 
Approximately $20 million is available in grants to fund state workforce programs that 
improve education, training, and employment opportunities for adults and youth with 
disabilities. Project goals are to improve collaboration across multiple service delivery 
systems, build partnerships with the public and private sectors, and improve employ-
ment outcomes. ■

IM4Q Report
The Independent Monitoring for Quality (IM4Q) project of the Office of Developmental 
Programs has finalized and posted the 2010 Summary Report to www.odpconsulting.net. 
This project interviews individuals who live with their families, life-sharing families, 
independently, in intermediate care facilities, nursing facilities, and personal care 
homes. Satisfaction results indicate:

A  64% choose what they do during the day,
A  89% are satisfied with their lives,
A  92% are satisfied with work/activities,
A  94% of families are satisfied with their relatives’ lives,
A  87% talk to families when they want,
A  94% indicated staff at work and home are nice, and
A  84% go in to the community for fun. ■

Direct Support 
Recognition 
Week
The 2011 Direct Support 
Professional Recognition 
Week is September 11 – 17. 
PCPA has sent a request to 
Governor Corbett for a state 
proclamation. This recogni-
tion is for staff assisting 
individuals with physical, 
developmental, and intel-
lectual disabilities. Staff is 
responsible for providing 
daily supports, training, 
and habilitation, as well as 
protecting the health and 
safety of the individuals 
they support. PCPA is also 
developing a media aware-
ness kit with ideas, sample 
press releases for local 
media stories, and a sample 
proclamation to be used 
with county commissioners 
and mayors. Members are 
requested to share stories 
with PCPA regarding the 
efforts and initiatives of 
direct support staff. These 
are welcome anytime during 
the year. Send stories and 
photos to Linda Drummond 
(linda@paproviders.org) or 
Steve Neidlinger (steve@
paproviders.org). 

  p
ro

vi
de

rn
ew

s    
a

   
A

U
G

U
S

T
 2

0
11

15

mailto:steve%40paproviders.org?subject=
mailto:steve%40paproviders.org?subject=


Autism NOW
The National Autism Resource and Information Center is a national initiative 
of The Arc as a point for quality resources and information for individuals, 
families, and stakeholders on the issue of autism spectrum disorders. Autism 
NOW provides resources focusing on early detection, early intervention and 
education, transition from school to adulthood, community-based employ-
ment, community inclusion, aging, policy, and networking. The center pro-
vides four core services — a web site (www.autismnow.org), webinars, regional 
summits, and an information and referral call center (855-828-8476). ■

Children’s Sleep Improvement Study 
Dr. Cynthia Johnson, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, has conducted a study 
to examine the feasibility, acceptability, and efficacy of a behavior training 
program for sleep disturbance in children with autism. The parent training 
program is six sessions that addresses specific sleep-related problems often re-
ported in children with an autism spectrum disorder including difficulty falling 
asleep, frequent wakening, and early morning wakening. Participants in the 
study underwent nighttime measurement of movement conducted at baseline 
and after week six of treatment. This represents a low-cost and rapid clinical 
approach to the problem in this younger age group. There were 10 participants 
in the initial study and eight reported making improvements in sleep on the 
Children’s Sleep Habit Questionnaire and Modified Simond & Parraga Sleep 
Questionnaire measures. Improvements in sleep were associated with improve-
ment in daytime behavior in eight participants and in parenting stress in  
nine parents. ■

Waiver Approval for Participant 
Directed Services
At the recent Bureau of Autism Services (BAS) Advisory Board meeting,  
members of the BAS reviewed the approved waiver for participant-directed 
adult autism services. This waiver, similar to others under the Office of  
Developmental Programs (ODP), will enable an adult with autism who is 
receiving services or their surrogate to manage and purchase services from 
an individual selected and engaged by the consumer. A limited number of 
provider agencies will be selected to function as “agencies with choice” to 
manage the range of human resource, insurance, and other administrative  
requirements related to direct care workers. This waiver will not use the 
vendor/fiscal agent model that is used in some other ODP waiver programs. ■

■  O N  T H E  A U T I S M  S P E C T R U M

Find a purpose in life 
so big it will challenge 
every capacity to 
be at your best. 

— David O. McKay

  p
ro

vi
de

rn
ew

s    
a

   
A

U
G

U
S

T
 2

0
11

16

www.autismnow.org


■  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O R N E R 

Promising Children’s Practice 
A recent analysis of the Abecedarian Project’s age-21 follow-up data suggests 
that the preschool program improves adult behavioral and physical health 
status. The Abecedarian Project was a comprehensive early education program 
for young children at risk for developmental delays and school failure. The 
project participants and a randomly-assigned control group have been studied 
extensively over the years. The project has been shown to impact cognition, 
school performance, and substance use, among other outcomes. The most 
recent study finds that 21-year-old adults who participated in the project scored 
significantly higher on a composite health scale and lower on a behavioral risk 
scale than control-group counterparts. An additional analysis found that partici-
pants had fewer symptoms of depression at age 21. The new program summary 
is available at www.promisingpractices.net/program.asp?programid=132. ■

Pennsylvania’s Leader in  
Youth Service and Science
The EPISCenter is a project of the Prevention Research Center, College of Health 
and Human Development, and the Penn State University. Its key function is 
to promote the greater use of prevention and intervention programs that have 
proven effective in rigorous scientific evaluations. The center’s primary goal is 
to advance high quality implementation, impact assessment, and sustainability 
of evidence-based programs to maximize the positive impact of prevention sci-
ence on outcomes for youth, families, and communities. Through grants to local 
communities, Pennsylvania has chosen to invest in disseminating proven effec-
tive programs targeting these problems. The programs supported have ranged 
from delinquency and drop-out prevention programs to treatment services and 
currently include such models as:

A  Functional Family Therapy,

A  Multidimensional Treatment Foster Care,

A  Multisystemic Therapy,

A  Olweus Bullying Prevention Program,

A  Project Towards No Drug Abuse,

A  Strengthening Families Program 10 – 14, and

A  The Incredible Years.

All of these programs have been nationally recognized as effective by federal 
and state agencies and prevention science organizations. Each has demon-
strated evidence of positive outcomes sustained over time. The effects have 
been found using scientifically rigorous evaluations, with findings replicated in 
multiple evaluations. The center also offers a broad range of program sustain-
ability, implementation, and assessment tools and resources at its web site, 
www.episcenter.psu.edu. ■

Plan Now for FASD 
Awareness Week
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disor-
der (FASD) is caused by prenatal 
alcohol exposure. Its symptoms 
are difficult to recognize, making 
treatment challenging. Despite the 
prevalence of FASD, there remains 
a shortage of public knowledge of 
the dangers of alcohol consump-
tion and of the behavioral health, 
learning, and other lifelong conse-
quences of FASD. Communities and 
provider agencies across Pennsyl-
vania observe September 9 as FASD 
Awareness Day. This day is followed 
by a week-long effort to increase 
community and professional aware-
ness. The federal government esti-
mates that each instance of FASD 
costs from $860,000 — $4.2 million 
over a lifetime. FASD is a frequent 
root cause of a broad range of 
behavioral health disorders, learn-
ing disabilities, and social and 
vocational failures. Pennsylvania, 
under the leadership of the Bureau 
of Drug and Alcohol Programs, 
will kick off FASD Awareness Week 
at Philadelphia’s City Hall. The 
keynote speaker will be Dr. Mary 
DeJosheph. Additional speakers 
include Philadelphia Health  
Commissioner Don Schwarz, MD; 
Pennsylvania Deputy Secretary 
of Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention Janice Kopelman; and 
representatives from the COMHAR 
and St. Christopher’s Hospital  
for Children Philadelphia FASD 
Initiative. For more information 
contact Kathy Jo Stence  
(kstence@state.pa.us). ■
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O R N E R 

Trauma Informed 
Care Outcomes
It has been more than five years 
since the Department of Public 
Welfare (DPW) issued the spe-
cial transmittal on seclusion and 
restraint, which was followed by 
the creation of the Alternatives 
to Coercive Techniques (ACT) work 
group to enhance efforts to inte-
grate trauma informed care into 
community and congregant care 
for children and adolescents. An 
ACT work group outcome was the 
DPW commitment to fund a pilot 
initiative to train and support over 
20 residential programs willing 
to adopt the Sanctuary model of 
trauma informed care developed by 
Dr. Sandra Bloom. Now, after more 
than three years of implementa-
tion, the outcome data in residen-
tial programs shows: 

A  Average restraints per  
100 residents dropped from  
55 to 45,

A  Average prone restraints per 
100 residents dropped from  
14 to 0,

A  Modest reductions in both 
resident and staff injuries  
and property damage, and 

A  Small, but measureable,  
improvement in the rates  
of staff and supervisor  
employment retention. 

In addition to the residential  
provider participants in the pro-
ject, nearly 30 other community 
provider and residential agencies 
actively implement the Sanctuary 
model in community and school 
mental health, foster care, and 
other settings across the state. ■

SBBH Grant Opportunity 
The Pennsylvania Bureau of Special Education has announced the availability of 
two school based behavioral health (SBBH) performance grants for the 2011/12 
school year. The performance grants are designed to: 

A  Support the establishment of School-wide Positive Behavior Interventions 
and Supports (SWPBIS) in newly implementing sites not yet affiliated with 
the Pennsylvania Positive Behavior Support (PAPBS) network, and

A  Support the maintenance and expansion of SWPBIS in sites already affiliated. 

Since the creation of these grants several years ago, PCPA members have success-
fully partnered with local schools in applying for grants and establishing SWPBIS 
programs. More information about SWPBIS, the PAPBS network, and links to 
grant information are available at www.papbs.org. The deadline for application is 
August 26. ■

Post-Gazette Takes Another Look
In 2005, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette published a series of articles that seemed 
to cast providers of residential services to children and youth as a danger to 
the children they served. The articles portrayed the Department of Public Wel-
fare (DPW) as failing to provide oversight and protection to those children. This 
spring the newspaper revisited the issue of child safety in residential care and 
treatment and looked at challenges faced by provider agencies and staff. As 
stated in the first of the three part series by DPW Policy Director Angela Logan, 
“Nobody goes out and wants to hurt kids. I believe that in my heart. I believe 
it was a perfect time for the providers and the state to get together — and the 
family members — to learn from one another.” 

Since 2006 Ms. Logan led the state’s Alternative to Coercive Technique work 
group and visited residential treatment and care facilities where she listened 
to the needs and challenges that come with serving children and youth with 
complex and challenging needs. In its current series of articles Post Gazette writer 
Vivian Nereim also interviews agency leaders and direct care staff, reporting on 
the extraordinary challenges and sacrifices made by these providers. ■

Child Prevention Recommended for Block Grant
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration released new 
guidelines for the 2012/13 Community Mental Health Block Grant application. 
One of the new state guidelines for grant proposals calls for states “to fund 
primary prevention — universal, selective and indicated prevention activities and 
services for persons not identified as needing treatment.” During a discussion at 
the Children’s Advisory meeting, the Public Health Work Group identified oppor-
tunities for funding child and adolescent public health and prevention services 
through Pennsylvania’s federal block grant. ■
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SBBH Work Group Report
The inaugural meeting of the PCPA School Based Behavioral Health (SBBH) 
Work Group was hosted by Chestnut Ridge Counseling Services in July. 
Nearly 60 provider, county, managed care, university, and Intermediate Unit 
representatives from every region participated. The group worked to identify 
key themes to serve as a basis for future action, including the following “big 
ideas.” 

A  Improving behavioral health provider agency and staff ability to better 
manage different cultures, missions, languages, needs, and expectations 
of schools and educators in efforts to partner with schools and students.

A  Identify the range of behavioral health service purchase arrangements 
and related regulations/requirements that prevail under Medicaid, 
private insurance, county agency, and school contracted arrangement 
models. Clarify distinctions between counseling and student support 
services and clinical treatment services. 

A  Understand and support the integration and coordination of student 
assistance program services and behavioral health care services. Expand 
the integrated systems approaches to include social and emotional well-
ness (primary/universal prevention), secondary (at risk) prevention, and 
tertiary intervention and treatment services.

A  Work with the Department of Public Welfare, Insurance Department, 
providers, payers, schools, and families to resolve many of the issues and 
challenges that emanate from the Autism Insurance Act. 

Another organizational meeting is being planned prior to the September 20 
Children’s Committee meeting. For information contact Connell O’Brien  
(connell@parpoviders.org). ■

PBIS Implementer’s Videos Available
In May educators and behavioral health professionals representing schools 
and agencies across Pennsylvania came together for the first Pennsylvania 
Positive Behavior Support Implementer’s Forum. National experts on School 
Wide Positive Behavior Support (SWPBS), school personnel, and community 
provider implementers presented their work. Many of the workshops and 
keynote presentations can be viewed at www.papbs.org. Select the resource 
tab and scroll to the “2011 Implementer’s Forum.” Workshop videos offer 
useful insights and information on SWPBS efforts in early childhood and 
public schools, collaboration between SWPBS and student assistance program 
teams, the use of data for intervention planning, and pilot tertiary interven-
tion programs. ■

“Look Out for Child 
Abuse” Web Site
Leaders from Pennsylvania State  
University, College of Medicine, 
Hershey Children’s Hospital, and 
Dickinson School of Law were joined 
by Pennsylvania’s former First Lady 
Michelle Ridge to unveil the Look  
Out for Child Abuse web site,  
http://pennstatehershey.org/sites/ 
childabuse. The goal of this web site 
is to establish a one-stop resource 
about reporting child abuse. It pro-
vides user-friendly resources and tools 
that help persons mandated by law to 
report suspected child abuse under-
stand their role and responsibility. 
The current site provides:

A  Resources that can be used to 
conduct mandated reporter train-
ing on the Internet;

A  Reference and resource infor-
mation for consumers ranging 
from school students to medical 
professionals;

A  A forum where victims can share 
and read the stories of others 
and resources for support and 
services;

A  Updated and consistent informa-
tion on laws, regulations, case 
decisions, and a “frequently asked 
questions” section; and

A  Providing the CY 47 form online 
and offering a web-based tool to 
complete the form. ■

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C O R N E R 

  p
ro

vi
de

rn
ew

s    
a

   
A

U
G

U
S

T
 2

0
11

19



Tuesday, August 2 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Children’s Steering Committee 
PCPA

Thursday, August 4 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. Northwest Region Meeting
Sheraton Erie Bayfront Hotel

Wednesday, August 17 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Executive Committee
PCPA

Tuesday, September 20 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
12:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
1:15 – 4:00 p.m. 

Mental Health Committee 
Intellectual and Developmental  
Disabilities Committee 
Executive Committee 
Drug & Alcohol Committee 
Children’s Committee 
SCO Subcommittee 
Central Pennsylvania College  
Conference Center

Wednesday, September 21 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Membership Committee 
Board Meeting 
Central Pennsylvania College  
Conference Center

Tuesday, September 27 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Child and Adolescent  
Forensic Subcommittee 
Forensics Committee 
PCPA

Pennsylvania Community
Providers Association
2101 N Front St
Bldg 3, Ste 200
Harrisburg, PA 17110
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