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Plan Ahead for the PCPA Conference
Gifts at Tuesday Workshops

The conference committee has planned a stellar line up of workshop topics on 
Tuesday, October 16 at the 2007 PCPA conference Uniting…Service, Integrity, Passion: 
Celebrating 35 Years. Make sure to take advantage of the excellent speakers and pre-
sentations being offered by timing your arrival at Seven Springs prior to 1:00 p.m. 
Whether it’s the afternoon with staff from the Office of Developmental Programs, a 
leadership strategy session, or drug and alcohol ethics training, you won’t want to 
miss Tuesday afternoon at the conference! Every person attending a Tuesday work-
shop receives a gift just for being there. In addition to those gifts, Tuesday attendees 
have the opportunity to participate in a special prize drawing in Exhibit Hall open 
only to them. 

Need more information? All conference information is available on the PCPA web site. 
Access the logo from the home page or go directly to www.paproviders.org/Pages/
conference.htm for information about events, workshops, speakers, Exhibit Hall, and 
to register. Plan now to be at Seven Springs before Tuesday afternoon so you can par-
ticipate in the excitement! f 

rate Negotiation Paper ready for board Approval
A strong Rate Negotiation Work Group, chaired by Jonathon Wolf, Pyramid Healthcare, 
has drafted a position paper for approval by the Board of Directors in September. The 
purpose of the paper is to assist in advocacy efforts for a fair rate setting process for 
community providers. PCPA members believe that the commonwealth’s commitment to 
clients, quality service, and access to care is threatened by the lack of a meaningful 
fair rate setting process. No provision for a rate negotiation process between provider 
and county/managed care organization (MCO) has been made in HealthChoices. While 
it appears that there may be some provision for provider rate increases when the 
Department of Public Welfare (DPW) sets and re-sets rates with the MCO, it has become 
apparent that rate increases are often not passed on to providers. It has also been 
reported that in some areas reinvestment funds have been plentiful, at the apparent 
expense of provider rate increases. Despite the provision of documentation on the 
significant rise in the cost of providing care, many providers have experienced a com-
plete refusal by certain MCOs to consider rate increases and have gone multiple (three 
or more) years without rate increases. Some MCOs make no attempt to link provider 
rates, outcomes, quality, and availability of services. 

The mental retardation system is in the midst of major changes regarding how service 
provider rates are established and negotiated. One major concern is that providers 
in this system have recently been instructed to use a “budget neutral” approach to 
determining individual service rates. However, these budgets are often based on his-
torically underfunded budgets and are therefore an inaccurate picture of true costs.

PCPA believes that the commonwealth has a responsibility to provide quality, acces-
sible services for its citizens participating in HealthChoices and in the mental retar-
dation service system. Therefore, DPW must ensure that routine, periodic, and fair 
consideration of rates is offered by MCOs, responsible counties, and the Office of 
Developmental Disabilities when contracting with providers. The final position paper 
outlining these issues and others will be available in September. For a copy of the 
draft paper contact Lynn Cooper (lynn@paproviders.org) at the association. f
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George J. Kimes

I have occasionally used this space to criti-
cize the current administration for its 
actions in respect to the mental health, 

mental retardation, and drug and alcohol ser-
vice systems. With the recent announcement 
by Department of Public Welfare Secretary 
Estelle Richman that the commonwealth 
would close another state hospital, kudos 
seem appropriate. 

The recently announced closure of Mayview 
State Hospital in the western region fol-
lows the earlier closure of Harrisburg State 
Hospital (HSH). These closures, combined 
with the Office of Developmental Programs 
previous closure of the Altoona State Center 
(ASC), demonstrate a commitment by this 
administration to a belief that individuals are 
best served in community settings through 
an array of services and supports. This 
administration has acted on that belief and 
has moved to support community programs 
designed to serve people previously served in 
congregate care institutions. My commenda-
tions go to Gov. Rendell, Secretary Richman, 
and Deputy Secretaries Erney and Casey.

As I commend the department, I must also 
commend the provider community that has 
always been willing to step up to develop and 
implement the new community-based services 
needed to allow these closures. I was pleased 
to see responses of the providers in the cen-
tral region to the closure of HSH and ASC. 
I know the providers in the western region 
are already working to develop services to 
support the closure of Mayview. The success 
of prior closure initiatives also required and 
received support and leadership from county 
programs. I believe Allegheny County, along 
with the other counties impacted by the clo-
sure, will likewise demonstrate strong lead-
ership and support for the current project. 

Again, I offer my congratulations to pro-
viders and to these supportive counties.

Although PCPA has supported closures of 
institutions and the accompanying devel-
opment of strong community programs, 
we have always asked and never received 
assurances of adequate, long-term fund-
ing. Funding must continue in order to 
maintain quality, community-based ser-
vices long after the closures of institu-
tions and to address the needs of those 
who would otherwise be admitted to a 
state mental hospital or mental retar-
dation center. Even more importantly, 
funding must increase annually to allow 
system maintenance and for further 
development of programs and services. 

It is on this last point we must question 
this administration. The short-term gains 
in new program development in the com-
munity resulting from a closure can soon 
be eroded by the failure to provide annual 
increases for these programs. We have 
years of experience in seeing no or inad-
equate allowances for increases in costs 
in community mental health and mental 
retardation programs, and we should 
demand long-term commitments to these 
services. As the state continues to trans-
fer its responsibilities to counties and 
providers, they must commit to stable, 
long-term funding with reasonable annual 
increases. The service system deserves it 
and, more importantly, the clients and 
consumers previously served in institu-
tions and now being served in the commu-
nities, deserve this commitment. 

George J. Kimes, Executive Director
george@paproviders.org f

Kudos and Questions

This column represents my opinion, not necessarily that of the association.

mailto:george@paproviders.org
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 E  N e w  m e m b e r s NFP Addresses Young mothers and Children
Attendees at the June Northeast Region Meeting were introduced to an innova-
tive and effective program to help young mothers and their children. Nurse Family 
Partnership (NFP) is an evidence-based nurse home visitation program that improves 
the health, well-being, and self-sufficiency of low-income, first-time parents and 
their children. Presenting from NFP were Kathy Krivenko, program manager, and 
Molly McHale, program supervisor.

NFP was founded by Dr. David Olds in 1972. While working as a graduate student  
at a day care center, Olds discovered that the children attending had too many prob-
lems by the ages of four or five to receive proper physical and behavioral help. To 
combat this trend, Olds began NFP as a grant program to address problems at a much 
earlier age.

In order to enroll, mothers-to-be must be less than 28 weeks along in their preg-
nancy. Candidates must meet income guidelines and have no other children. The 
mothers are educated on caring for themselves while pregnant. After birth, the new 
parents are taught proper child care and about available community resources. Much 
of the work is case management, such as job training, housing, and attaining proper 
medical care. The model has nurses attending to a family for as long as two and one-
half years, with a client-to-nurse ratio of 25–1.

After its initial success the NFP model received a research partner in the University 
of Colorado. Following other successful test sites, the model went nationwide using 
contracted agencies such as visiting nurse associations, medical centers, and local 
departments of human services.

Mental health, mental retardation, and drug and alcohol treatment providers serve 
as both the referral and the referred in this model. As a part of the local team, pro-
fessionals meet and advise visiting nurses on client issues, intervening when neces-
sary. Some county partnerships use mental health providers to implement depression 
screenings for young mothers. Mental retardation providers provide early interven-
tion services with the children. Drug and alcohol providers are contacted to treat 
dependency issues among mothers.

The most positive aspect of the program is its sustainable effects showing successes. 
Fifteen year follow-ups from the initial project show sharp declines against the 
national averages for both arrests and convictions of mothers. Children also dem-
onstrated better educational results and fewer behavioral problems. Studies have 
shown cost savings in taxpayer dollars, with early outcome declines in babies with 
low birth weights, premature births, or general poor health. Cost savings are also 
seen through declines in accidents and hospitalizations, as well as reduced criminal-
ity and mental health costs.

Despite the strong evidence base attained through 30 years of research, the greatest 
positives seen are changed lives. Krivenko cites her greatest rewards as “the clients 
themselves, when they succeed.” The small victories of a mother that can keep a 
job or a child that can read at a young age mean much to a NFP nurse. According to 
McHale, to see a soon-to-be mother enter the program and say “This is how I grew 
up, but I want it to be better for my child,” makes the entire program worthwhile.

For more information on Nurse Family Partnership, or to find out more about your local 
contracted provider, visit www.nursefamilypartnership.org. f

Pharmacotherapy 
work Group  
Organizes
The PCPA Drug and 
Alcohol Committee initi-
ated the organization of 
a Pharmacotherapy Work 
Group. Preliminary discus-
sions noted that the work 
group should cover mental 
health pharmacotherapy in 
addition to drug and alco-
hol issues. Glen Cooper,  
New Directions, and 
Dr. Douglas Ockrymiek, 
Community Behavioral 
HealthCare Network of 
Pennsylvania, will co-chair. 
The work group will  
examine issues regarding 
pharmacotherapy/ 
medication-assisted treat-
ment and will assist mem-
bers to stay current on best 
practices and be prepared 
for new medications as 
they become available. Any 
PCPA member interested in 
joining the work group is 
encouraged to contact Lynn 
Cooper (lynn@paproviders.
org) or Betty Simmonds 
(betty@paproviders.org)  
at the association. f
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For additional information on legislative issues, contact the PA Community Providers 
Association office at 717-364-3280 or melissa@paproviders.org. For copies of bills, call your 
local legislator, the House Document Room 717-787-5320 or visit the General Assembly’s 
Electronic Bill Room at www.legis.state.pa.us.

GrI© Network Conference Plans!
Plans continue for the silent 
auction which benefits the 
Pennsylvania Community 
Providers Political Action 
Committee (PCP PAC). There 
will again be two components 
to the auction: the traditional 
silent auction and the signa-
ture Silent Scramble. Auction 

winners will be announced during the Ice Cream Social 
in Exhibit Hall on Wednesday afternoon. 

The PACPot will also make an appearance so be sure 
to have some cash on hand! The pot winner will be 
announced during Thursday’s awards luncheon.

The GRI Alumni Network and Legislative Affairs 
Committee have worked to make this year’s legislative 
forum a true recognition of the association’s legislative 
strides and accomplishments during the past 35 years. 

The forum is being moderated by Peter L. DeCoursey of 
Capitolwire.com. Sens. Jake Corman and Jay Costa, Jr. 
and Reps. Kathy Manderino and Mark Longietti  
(a freshman legislator) have confirmed their participa-
tion. Other invited legislators expressing great inter-
est include Sens. Patricia H. Vance, Edwin T. Erickson, 
Chuck McIlhinney, and Rep. George T. Kenney, Jr. 
Members should plan to attend the forum (slated as a 
double workshop on Thursday morning of conference) 
and the legislative staff roundtable.

Members interested in discovering how they and their 
organizations can become more involved in statewide 
and local legislative activities or how to develop grass-
roots networks and information should consider attend-
ing W21: Public Advocacy: Getting Your Agency Out in 
Front. This conference workshop encourage participants 
to take the lead in developing public advocacy within 
their organizations. f

bowl to support the PAC 
The GRI© Network’s bowling tournament continues to grow! Members are encouraged to pre-register 
teams of three (the team members need not be from the same organization) or to remit one’s own name 
and team assignments will be made. Time is available to bowl Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from 
5:00 – 9:00 p.m. The finals will be held Thursday at 5:00 p.m. (the two final teams will be announced 
during the Awards Luncheon). Contact Melissa DiSanto Simmons (melissa@paproviders.org) to register 
your team today! f

mailto:melissa@paproviders.org
http://www.legis.state.pa.us
mailto:melissa@paproviders.org
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PAC Calls for Auction Donations
The Pennsylvania Community Providers Political Action Committee’s (PCP 
PAC) Silent Auction, a staple of the conference exhibit hall, needs help! 
Raising funds through the auction allows the PAC to continue to build 
throughout the year. 

If you or your organization would like to donate an item(s) to the Silent 
Auction, access the auction donation form on the PCPA web site (www.
paproviders.org). Please notify Melissa DiSanto Simmons, director of legisla-
tive affairs, of planned donations by September 21. Contact Ms. Simmons 
with any questions at melissa@paproviders.org or by calling 717-364-3280. 
Simmons will be on maternity leave during this time but will access elec-
tronic and voice mail messages regularly. 

Auction winners will be announced during the Ice Cream Social in Exhibit 
Hall on Wednesday. If you will not be present in the hall and you are a 
potential winner, see Ms. Simmons prior to the close of the auction or have 
a designee ready (including making sure the designee has your tickets, if 
applicable!). f

LAC Update
The Legislative Affairs Committee (LAC) is pleased to announce that  
the 2005/06 interactive legislative tracking has been fully restored to 
the PCPA web site! 

As the LAC works to place the new interactive tracking on the site, 
there are two pieces of legislation under review for which member input 
is requested:

E senate bill 226 (adds provisions regarding outpatient treatment  
to the Mental Health Procedures Act) www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/
billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0226

E House bill 1150 (provides for coverage and treatment  
of autism spectrum disorders under commercial insurance)  
www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/ 
billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1150

The policy committees have sought membership input regarding this 
legislation. Please contact Melissa DiSanto Simmons (melissa@ 
paproviders.org) or any policy specialist with questions or concerns. 
Members may also contact LAC liaisons with questions or concerns.  
LAC liaisons for PCPA policy committees are:

Anne bell – Mental Health Committee,
Kristina DelPrincipe – Drug and Alcohol Committee,
Diane Len – Mental Retardation Committee,
Denise macerelli – Membership Committee,
tamara marsico – Children’s Committee, and
melissa simmons, Lisa basci, and Julie sorrentino Kresge,  
Training and Conference Committee. f

“The real source of 
wealth and capital 
in this new era is not 
material things...it 
is the human mind, 
the human spirit, the 
human imagination, 
and our faith in the 
future.” 

           — Steve Forbes

http://www.paproviders.org
http://www.paproviders.org
mailto:melissa@paproviders.org
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0226
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0226
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/ billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1150
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/ billinfo.cfm?syear=2007&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=1150
mailto:melissa@paproviders.org
mailto:melissa@paproviders.org
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OIG Audit of PP&A
The US Office of Inspector General (OIG), Department of Health and Human 
Services, has completed and issued a report, “Pennsylvania Protection and 
Advocacy (PP&A) Procurement Practices and Potential Conflicts of Interest  
during Fiscal Years 2001 through 2003.” The audit found that PP&A had 
contracting practices that did not reflect the use of open competition as 
required by federal law, did not comply with federal regulations in moni-
toring its legal services contractors, and had two situations that involved 
conflicts of interest in violation of federal law. PP&A, which merged with 
the Disability Law Project in February 2007 to form the Disability Rights 
Network of Pennsylvania, has indicated they have addressed the issues pre-
sented in this report. A copy of the report (A-03-04-00515) is available at 
http://oig.hhs.gov. f

Cash and Counseling
The Office of Health Care Reform’s Cash and Counseling Advisory Committee 
met to provide updates on the status of the grant activities, funding exten-
sion request, and proposed trainings. The original three-year $250,000 
grant expires September 30. Since the project was delayed due to recom-
mended changes by the national program office at Boston College, a nine-
month extension has been requested. The Pennsylvania Department of 
Aging is meeting with consultants that would be providing future trainings 
for participants and support coordinators. A recommendation was approved 
to allow project participants to use their individual budgets to pay for  
the services of an independent community resources facilitator if they 
needed this assistance. This would not replace the supports coordinator,  
but would provide advocacy, mentoring, and community resources/ 
activities coordination. f 

2007/08 raymond r. webb, Jr. Lecture scheduled
The University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work has announced the first 
Raymond R. Webb, Jr. Lecture, Public Sector Behavioral Health Services in 
Pennsylvania: A Transformational Agenda, by Deputy Secretary Joan Erney 
of the Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services on September 
19. The lecture is supported by the Raymond R. Webb, Jr. Endowed Fund 
to celebrate his memory and contribution to the fields of social work and 
behavioral health. The fund also provides scholarships for graduate students 
at the School of Social Work who have a financial need. PCPA will soon issue 
a solicitation for support of the fund to its membership, encouraging all 
members to contribute in memory of Ray Webb and to further the future of 
professional service in public behavioral health. The lecture is from 12:00 – 
1:30 p.m. in 2017 Cathedral of Learning, University of Pittsburgh. Lunch 
will be provided. Registration is not required. For more information about 
the lecture and the fund, please contact the School of Social Work  
(www.pitt.edu/~pittssw or 412-624-6304). f 

medical Assistance 
transportation 
Program Problems 
encountered
A central Pennsylvania pro-
vider member has reported 
problems with the Medical 
Assistance Transportation 
Program (MATP.) Problems 
include arriving extremely 
early or late, inappropriate 
transportation for children, 
and specific driver problems 
such as smoking and lack of 
understanding of responsi-
bilities. PCPA met with MATP 
officials August 10 and was 
given assurance that the 
reported problems would be 
addressed immediately. The 
MATP officials, while rela-
tively new to the program, 
stated without hesitation 
that they would work with 
PCPA to fix each problem. 
PCPA will develop an MATP 
update for members outlin-
ing things providers can do 
to help minimize problems 
such as early requests for 
transportation needs, espe-
cially summer camps, and 
assisting with time limita-
tions of the program. In the 
meantime, all members expe-
riencing MATP problems are 
asked to contact Lynn Cooper 
(lynn@paproviders.org) at 
the association. f 

http://oig.hhs.gov
http://www.pitt.edu/~pittssw
mailto:lynn@paproviders.org
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Proposed rule for medicaid rehabilitative 
services Issued
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued pro-
posed rule Medicaid Program; Coverage for Rehabilitative Services in  
the August 13 Federal Register. This proposed rule defines rehabilitative 
services provided by qualified providers. It requires a written rehabili-
tation plan, identifies settings in which services can be provided,  
and establishes requirements and limitations for services. Written  
comments will be accepted by CMS until September 12. PCPA plans to 
submit comments. f 

Cms Provides Additional NPI Information
An August Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) State 
Medicaid Director Letter reiterated guidance on National Provider 
Identifier compliance. Links to the April guidance, frequently asked 
questions, contingency guidance, and the National Plan and Provider 
Enumeration System (NPPES) Data Dissemination Notice are included  
in the letter. Also enclosed was additional NPI guidance related to con-
tingency plans, coordination of benefits, disclosure to other covered 
entities, and subparting. The August letter and enclosure are available 
on the PCPA web site (www.paproviders.org).

NPI data will be available online from NPPES beginning September 4 
through the NPI Registry. The information will be available through  
a downloadable file approximately one week later. No user identifier  
or password will be needed for the NPI Registry (https://nppes.cms. 
hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistryHome.do) or for the downloadable file  
(nppesdata.cms.hhs.gov/cms_NPI_files.html). The file will be replaced 
each month with a complete, updated file. Health care provider 
data will not be available for deactivated NPI numbers. Employer 
Identification Numbers (EIN) will be suppressed initially, since 
some providers entered Social Security Numbers in the EIN fields. 
Once this issue is resolved, CMS intends to post EIN information. 
Providers’ authorized officials can correct information posted to the 
registry or the file through the NPPES web site (https://nppes.cms.
hhs.gov). More information about data dissemination is available 
from the CMS NPI Data Dissemination web site (www.cms.hhs.gov/
NationalProvIdentStand/06a_DataDissemination.asp#TopOfPage). 

In Pennsylvania, NPI registration with Medical Assistance still lags. In 
September the Office of Medical Assistance Programs will send reminder 
letters to providers who have not yet registered an NPI or who have not 
registered all service locations. Claims will be denied in the upcoming 
calendar year if NPIs are not registered. f 

medicaid spending 
report
The Fiscal Survey of States was 
developed by the National 
Governors Association and the 
National Association of State 
Budget Officers. Developed through 
a survey from each state that 
presents aggregate and individual 
data on general fund receipts, 
expenditures, and balances, the 
report reflects actual fiscal 2006, 
estimated fiscal 2007, and recom-
mended fiscal 2008 findings.  
The data also represents the  
original budget recommendations 
governors submitted to state  
legislatures, although some made 
later modifications or were not 
approved in the final budgets.  
The report is available at www.
nasbo.org/Publications/PDFs/
Fiscal%20Survey%20of%20the%20
States%20June%202007.pdf. 
Findings include:

E Most states have experi-
enced strong and stable fiscal 
conditions,

E Medicaid continues to con-
strict state budgets,

E Medicaid represents 22 percent 
of total state spending, and

E Health insurance issues have 
become increasingly signifi-
cant at the state level with 
proposals to expand traditional 
Medicaid and children’s health 
insurance. f

http://www.paproviders.org
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistryHome.do
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistryHome.do
nppesdata.cms.hhs.gov/cms_NPI_files.html
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov
https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalProvIdentStand/06a_DataDissemination.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalProvIdentStand/06a_DataDissemination.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.nasbo.org/Publications/PDFs/Fiscal%20Survey%20of%20the%20States%20June%202007.pdf
http://www.nasbo.org/Publications/PDFs/Fiscal%20Survey%20of%20the%20States%20June%202007.pdf
http://www.nasbo.org/Publications/PDFs/Fiscal%20Survey%20of%20the%20States%20June%202007.pdf
http://www.nasbo.org/Publications/PDFs/Fiscal%20Survey%20of%20the%20States%20June%202007.pdf
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tamper-resistant Prescription Criteria

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
issued a State Medicaid Director Letter providing 
guidance for tamper-resistant pads for written, non-

electronic prescriptions. All prescriptions written for 
Medicaid-reimbursed outpatient drugs must be written  
on such pads beginning October 1, whether Medicaid is 
the primary or secondary payer. Beginning October 1  
a prescription pad must meet at least one of the  
following criteria:

E One or more industry-recognized features designed 
to prevent unauthorized copying of a completed or 
blank prescription form,

E One or more industry-recognized features designed 
to prevent the erasure or modification of information 
written on the prescription by the prescriber, or

E One or more industry-recognized features designed  
to prevent the use of counterfeit prescription forms.

Beginning October 1, 2008, prescription pads must meet 
all three criteria. 

These requirements do not apply to electronic, verbal, or 
faxed prescriptions. Nor do they apply to prescriptions 
paid by a managed care entity or to medications provided 
in institutional or clinical settings. Emergency fills for 
medications prescribed on a conventional prescription 
pad are permissible if the prescriber provides the phar-
macy with a verbal, faxed, electronic, or a compliant 
handwritten prescription within 72 hours of the fill. If 
states choose to provide compliant prescription pads to 
prescribers at no or low cost, the cost is reimbursable 
as an administrative expense. If states do not enforce 
requirements for tamper-resistant prescription pads 
they may be subject to loss of federal financial partici-
pation. The complete letter (SMDL #07-012, August 17, 
2007) is available at www.cms.hhs.gov/SMDL/downloads/
SMD081707.pdf. Additional background information  
for state policy consideration can be found at www.cms.
hhs.gov/DeficitReductionAct/Downloads/Tamper.pdf. 
PCPA has been communicating with the Office of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services to determine  
how providers will be affected by these requirements. 
Please contact Betty Simmonds (betty@paproviders.org) 
with questions. f 

President’s New 
Freedom Initiative
In 2001 President Bush 

announced the New Freedom 

Initiative to eliminate bar-

riers toward full community 

inclusion for 54 million 

citizens with disabilities. 

The 2007 Progress Report has 

been released and is avail-

able at www.whitehouse.

gov/infocus/newfreedom/

newfreedom-report-2007.

html. Highlights include 

increasing access through 

technology, expanding edu-

cational opportunities for 

youth, workforce integra-

tion, and promoting full 

access to community life.

PCPA published an over- 

view of state initiatives 

funded by federal grants.  

It is available at www. 

paproviders.org, search 

“OHCR Grants 2007”. 

Coordinated by the 

Governor’s Office of Health 

Care Reform, grants include 

Money Follows the Person, 

Aging and Disability 

Resource Centers, Cash  

and Counseling, and House 

and Support Services. f 

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SMDL/downloads/SMD081707.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/SMDL/downloads/SMD081707.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/DeficitReductionAct/Downloads/Tamper.pdf
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/DeficitReductionAct/Downloads/Tamper.pdf
mailto:betty@paproviders.org
www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/newfreedom/newfreedom-report-2007
www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/newfreedom/newfreedom-report-2007
www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/newfreedom/newfreedom-report-2007
http://www.paproviders.org
http://www.paproviders.org
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mayview state Hospital to Close
On August 15 the Department of Public Welfare (DPW) 
announced the closure of Mayview State Hospital by December 
31, 2008. The closure is part of DPW’s effort to transition from 
reliance on institutional care to community-based services for 
persons living with mental illnesses. DPW evaluated sufficiency 
of treatment services in the community and at other hospitals 
in the area, possible employment opportunities for staff, and 
HealthChoices coverage of behavioral health services in the 
community when selecting Mayview for closure at this time.

Mayview currently serves more than 200 residents with 
approximately 500 staff members. The service area includes 
Allegheny, Beaver, Lawrence, Greene, and Washington coun-
ties. Residents will participate in clinical, peer, and family 
assessments to determine their wishes and needs. Residence 
and service options will then be evaluated and placements 
made accordingly. Some individuals may be transferred to 
Torrance State Hospital if the need for inpatient treatment 
continues. The Mayview Service Area Plan has identified an 
array of services to be developed in the community to support 
the closure. These include specialized personal care, supported 
living, alternative outpatient programs provided in long term 
structured residences, assertive community treatment teams, 
peer support services, representative payee programs, targeted 
case management, and vocational opportunities. In addition, 
DPW intends to consolidate and privatize forensic services cur-
rently provided by the state hospital system. Forensic services 
provided at Mayview, Norristown, and Warren State Hospitals 
will be consolidated to two regional facilities on the campuses 
of Norristown and Torrance State Hospitals. The Request for 
Proposal for Forensic Services is available on the Department 
of General Services web page (www.dgsweb.state.pa.us/RTA/
GeneralEdit.aspx?SID=RFP%2004-07). 

DPW will hold a public hearing on the closure from 9:00 –  
11:00 a.m., September 10, at the Crowne Plaza Pittsburgh 
South, 164 Fort Couch Road, Bethel Park. Persons wishing  
to comment should contact Dorothy Owens (412-257-6200 or 
dowens@state.pa.us). PCPA is supportive of planful state hos-
pital closure and the development and support of community 
services. This support must continue long after closure to 
ensure that individuals can continue to receive quality  
services. f 

Autism Centers of  
excellence
The National Institutes of Health 
have provided funding for Autism 
Centers of Excellence (ACE). Program 
award recipients include research 
centers and research networks. The 
research centers will focus on col-
laborations between teams of spe-
cialists. ACE networks will consist 
of researchers who work together to 
recruit large numbers of volunteers 
with a particular disorder. Five cen-
ters and one network received 2007 
funding, including the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC). 
Additional information is available 
at www.nichd.nih.gov. UPMC will 
study how people with autism spec-
trum disorders learn and understand 
information. Research shows the 
ability to organize information into 
categories is critical to language 
development. Brain imaging tech-
niques will be used to study which 
parts of the brain are activated to 
process information and emotions. f

Online Newsletter 
Available
Medical News Today is an online 
newsletter that provides updated 
information regarding autism  
and over 100 medical categories 
and specialties. The newsletter  
is free and articles are added  
every day. To register access: 

www.medicalnewstoday.com. f
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serving those who serve:  
Veterans and their Families
The Pennsylvania Regional Drug and Alcohol Training Institutes (RTI) 
are designed for substance abuse counselors, administrators, supervisors, 
case managers, prevention specialists, and community leaders throughout 
the state. The next RTI is September 26 – 28 at the Pasquerilla Conference 
Center, Johnstown, PA. The featured track is Serving Those Who Serve — 
Veterans and Their Families which focuses on the issues of returning veterans 
and their families. 

Workshops include Advanced Treatment Planning, Binge Drinking, 
Substance Abuse of Generation X, Problem Gambling Treatment Strategies, 
and Problem Gambling — Finances and the Law. Other highlights of the 
conference are a plenary session with Chaplain Lt. Col. Doug Etter, an Iraq 
veteran who is now executive officer at the State Bureau of Veterans Affairs 
and a presentation of the William J. Schofield, III award to recognize indi-
viduals whose contributions to the field of addiction serve to aid those who 
are working toward recovery. For further information about this training 
opportunity, please contact Kris Pond at pondk@ireta.org or 412-258-8569 
or visit www.ireta.org/ireta_main/training_events.htm#3. f

D&A Committee to set Priorities
A planning session was held in August with Drug and Alcohol Committee 
Co-Chairs Jack Wozniak and Carol Nicholas in preparation for the September 
meeting. Given the large number of issues facing members and the breadth 
and depth of the membership, the first part of the September meeting will 
be devoted to establishing priorities. In that same vein, the committee will 
discuss ways that PCPA can increase the utilization of members’ skills and 
knowledge. Some of the topics that will be discussed include:

E Liability pilot project update,
E Rate setting update,
E New Bureau of Drug and Alcohol Programs data system,
E Pharmacotherapy Work Group,
E No Show Work Group,
E Training problems,
E Recovery and recovery house work group updates, and
E The dedicated alcohol tax initiative.

The meeting is September 18, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. All interested members are 
encouraged to attend. f

barriers to  
D&A training 
A conference call was held in 
August to discuss problems 
members are experiencing 
with drug and alcohol program 
training. A number of members 
have reported problems access-
ing training, dealing with 
burdensome restrictions, and 
concern about the quality of 
the training being provided. 
The discussion will help PCPA 
develop a summary of problems 
and recommendations for solu-
tions to be presented to the 
Bureau of Drug And Alcohol 
Programs and the Division of 
Drug and Alcohol Licensing for 
consideration. Carol Nicholas, 
D&A Committee co-chair, will 
facilitate this initiative. 

One issue being explored 
is having online training 
approved for some of the basic 
course requirements such as 
the HIV/STD training. PCPA will 
lobby the Division of Drug and 
Alcohol Licensing to approve 
online training for a number of 
the training requirements that 
have to be completed. Initial 
contact with the division has 
been positive. PCPA will develop 
criteria for consideration along 
with some specific course rec-
ommendations. The division 
is looking for safeguards and 
assurances that the online 
training is genuine, effective, 
and supervised. Questions 
or recommendations should 
be directed to Lynn Cooper 
(lynn@paproviders.org). f

 E  D & A  A C t I O N
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Commission requested to Include D&A 
The administration recently announced the development of a Commission 
to Address Chronic Diseases. PCPA is working to assure that substance 
use disorders be included. An outstanding presentation, Implementing the 
Chronic Care Model, from the Institute for Research, Education, and Training 
in Addictions was forwarded to staff at the Office of Health Care Reform 
who is responsible for organizing the new commission. PCPA believes that 
the chronic nature and high health care costs of untreated or inappropri-
ately treated alcoholism and other drug addiction make it imperative that 
they and appropriate representatives be included in these discussions. 
Initial response has been positive. However, given the current categories of 
appointees and limited numbers it will be difficult to participate. Another 
possibility is to be part of a subcommittee that develops policy recommen-
dations for the commission. f  

troop Attends National Leadership Conference
James Troop, Gateway Rehabilitation Center, Aliquippa, was an hon-
ored invitee at the National Conference for Leaders of Addiction Services 
(NCLAS) in Washington, DC, hosted by the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration Partners for Recovery Initiative. The con-
ference celebrated graduates of the Addition Technology Transfer Center’s 
Leadership Institutes. Troop, a 2006 graduate of the NeATTC Leadership 
Institute, joined other leaders from around the country to network, attend 
keynote presentations by nationally recognized leaders, and participate 
in advanced leadership skill building workshops. Recruitment for the 
next NeATTC Leadership Institute will begin in late December or early 
January 2008. Information will be made available through the Institute 
for Research, Education, and Training in Addictions listserv, posted on the 
NeATTC web site (www.neattc.org), and sent via hard copy. For more infor-
mation contact Amy Shanahan (amy@ireta.org). f

sbIrt training –  
Nurses and trauma and 
Primary Care Providers
The Institute for Research, 
Education, and Training in 
Addictions (IRETA) will be working 
with the University Of Pittsburgh 
School of Nursing to pilot an addic-
tion seminar designed especially for 
nurses including clinical rotations 
at Screening, Brief Intervention, 
Referral and Treatment (SBIRT) sites 
in the Pittsburgh area. If successful, 
IRETA plans to expand this program 
to other nursing schools in the state.

In addition, on October 19 IRETA 
will offer a free one-day SBIRT 
training for trauma and primary 
care providers in Pittsburgh at 
the Pittsburgh Hilton Downtown. 
Attendees will learn how to screen 
patients and provide brief interven-
tions for alcohol problems. For more 
information about this training, 
contact Wayne Shipley (wayne@
ireta.org) or visit www.ireta.org/
sbirt/trainings.htm. f

recovery sportsLink 
with Pittsburgh Pirates
Join the Institute for Research, 
Education, and Training in 
Addictions and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates on September 7 to celebrate 
those in recovery at the annual 
Recovery SportsLink event at PNC 
Park in Pittsburgh. The Message 
Carriers Recovery Choir will enter-
tain at a pre-game picnic and over 
500 people in recovery and support-
ers of those in recovery will gather 
to watch the Pirates take on the 
Chicago Cubs. For more information 
about this event, visit www.ireta.
org or email Holly Hagle at holly@
ireta.org. f 

E  D & A  A C t I O N

James Troop participates in NCLAS during August in Washington, D.C.
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Addictions treatment 
Facts: Update soon 
Available
In September the Institute for 
Research, Education, and Training 
in Addictions will publish an 
update to its popular brochure, 
“Addictions Treatment: When 
Knowing the Facts Can Help.” This 
brochure, originally published in 
2003 in response to the addictions 
treatment budget crisis in the 
state, was instrumental in help-
ing restore treatment funding in 
Pennsylvania. The updated version 
will address some of the issues 
surrounding changing views in 
the field such as the need for and 
cost-effectiveness of a continuum 
of care. The resource will be use-
ful to inform policy makers about 
the importance and effectiveness 
of substance use disorder treat-
ment and can form the basis for 
local, state, and national advocacy 
efforts. PCPA will assure members 
receive this resource as soon as it  
is available. f

bDAP Offers Clinical 
supervision training
The Bureau of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs (BDAP) announced 
the availability of the Clinical 
Supervision initial five-day train-
ing. Instead of five consecutive 
days, the training is now being 
offered in two segments, a three-
day session September 24 – 26 
and the final two days October 
11 – 12. The training will be held in 
Butler and 30 Certified Addiction 
Counselor credits will be awarded. 
For further information contact 
Tom Brown at BDAP (cbrown@ 
state.pa.us). f 

Dual Diagnosis training
A video training program designed to educate staff about working with 
individuals with dual diagnoses of developmental disability and mental 
illness has been developed by Peak Community Services in Logansport, 
Indiana. Ben’s Day, Ben’s Behavior, and Ben’s Medication are short films 
focused on the daily difficulties facing Ben and outline best practices 
for assisting him in maintaining health, independence, and dignity. The 
film series is available on DVD for $13 and the hard copy of the workbook 
is an additional $3. Copies of the workbook may be downloaded free at 
www.peakcommunity.com. For more information or to order contact Kathi 
Thompson, 574-753-4101 or kthompson@peakcommunity.com. f

Provider Profile recommendations Complete
Recommendations for Phase I of the Office of Developmental Programs 
(ODP) Provider Profile have been given to Deputy Secretary Casey 
with his agreement to distribute this in an informational bulletin. 
Recommendations from the work group indicate ODP will use the HCSIS 
link to the Services and Supports Directory and the Provider Licensing 
Directory to offer initial service information to individuals and families. 
Each of these components will then link to the provider’s web site.

Providers will be given a list of recommended information to be included 
on their web sites to promote consistency across the state. The informa-
tion is that which individuals and families have indicated is useful when 
researching and selecting service providers. Available on the Provider 
Profile page will be a list of questions that individuals and families may 
want to ask agencies when they are interviewing potential providers. 
This is in addition to the statewide training recommended that ODP offer 
to families.

Phase II development has begun with a review of current data collection 
for independent monitoring, turnover survey, and incident management 
and a review of the validity and value of its use. Principles to be used 
when making a determination of the data use include reliability, consis-
tency, ease of understanding, and currency of information. f 

service Definitions Under revision
The Office of Developmental Programs issued draft service definitions  
for comment in June. Due to numerous issues and concerns received  
with these proposed changes, the department will revise the draft docu-
ment and disseminate it for public comment in early October. Public 
information gathering sessions will be conducted with final definitions 
being submitted to the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services in 
December. Comments may be submitted by emailing to ra-odpcomment@ 
state.pa.us. f
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room and board Clarification
The Office of Developmental Programs issued for comment a 
draft bulletin, Clarification of Payment of Room and Board, 
to address specific requirements for charging room and 
board for individuals living in community residential mental 
retardation facilities governed by Title 55 PA Code, Chapter 
6200. The department must assure the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services that payments for waiver services 
do not include room and board except as allowed in 42 CFR 
Section 441.310(a)(2). A final draft will be issued. f

waiting List studied
The latest statistics for Pennsylvania’s waiting list for  
mental retardation services indicates 20,460 individuals  
are waiting. They break down to 4,078 in the emergency 
category, 9,077 on the critical list, and 7,305 in  
planning stages. County statistics are available at  
www.pawaitinglistcampaign.org.

The Pennsylvania House of Representatives passed House 
Resolution 159 in June, directing the Joint State Government 
Commission to conduct a comprehensive study on the wait-
ing list. An advisory committee has been selected to study 
the extent of the waiting list including underlying causes, 
strategies used by other states, and recommendations  
for actions of federal, state, and county governments to 
eliminate the list. PCPA is a member of this committee and 
members are encouraged to share any recommendations  
with Linda Drummond (linda@paproviders.org). f

Federal Legislation
E House resolution 1279 — Direct Support Professionals 

Fairness and Security Act of 2007 — amends Title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to provide funds to states to 
enable them to increase wages paid to direct support 
professionals providing service to individuals with dis-
abilities. It is in the US House Health Subcommittee.

E House resolution 2839 to reauthorize the Develop-
mental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 
2000 was referred to the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. This legislation authorizes appropria-
tions for developmental disabilities councils, protection 
and advocacy services, university centers for excellence 
in developmental disabilities, and projects of national 
significance, including family support. f

September 7. If You Don’t Feed the 
Staff, They’ll Eat the Consumers: The 
Main Dish. Hemlock GS Council Office. 
Harrisburg, PA. For more informa-
tion or to register contact Riverside 
Professional Development (877-238-
3660 or registration@riversidepd.com).

September 11. Recommitting to Your 
Job. Creating a Personal Vision/Mission 
to Make Your Job Meaningful and 
Fulfilling for You. Hemlock GS Council 
Office. Harrisburg, PA. For more infor-
mation or to register contact Riverside 
Professional Development (877-238-
3660 or registration@riversidepd.com).

September 13. Resolving Conflict and 
Accepting Feedback: Professional Skill 
Building. Hemlock GS Council Office. 
Harrisburg, PA. For more informa-
tion or to register contact Riverside 
Professional Development (877-238-
3660 or registration@riversidepd.com).

September 26 – 28. Drug and Alcohol 
Regional Training Institute. Johnstown, 
PA. The special track for this event will 
be Veterans Issues. For more informa-
tion visit www.ireta.org.

October 5. If You Don’t Feed the Staff, 
They’ll Eat the Consumers: Dealing With 
Heat in the Kitchen. Hemlock GS Council 
Office. Harrisburg, PA. For more infor-
mation or to register contact Riverside 
Professional Development (877-238-
3660 or registration@riversidepd.com).

***** 

October 16 – 19. Uniting…Service, 
Integrity, Passion. Celebrating 35 Years. 
The 2007 PCPA Conference. Seven 
Springs Mountain Resort. Champion, PA. 
Information at www.paproviders.org. f
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Deputy secretary Gold to Attend  
Children’s Committee
During his first weeks as deputy secretary for the Office of 
Children, Youth and Families (OCYF) Richard Gold met with the 
PCPA executive director, Children’s Committee chair, and policy 
staff. Gold was clear and emphatic that he anticipated a close 
collaboration with community providers and with state program 
offices working to meet the needs of children in the child welfare 
and juvenile justice systems. On September 18 Mr. Gold will meet 
with the Children’s Committee to share his plans and priorities  
for serving children and youth in the OCYF state and local  
service systems. f

HCsIs Incident reporting Goes Live
August saw the Office of Children, Youth and Families (OCYF) 
initiate Incident Management through the Home and Community 
Services Information System (HCSIS). Providers and county agen-
cies licensed by the state under PA Code Title 55, Chapters 3130, 
3700, and 3800 that provide or secure support or services for chil-
dren in these service systems should now file all incident reports 
using HCSIS. An OCYF bulletin should soon be available to provide 
additional guidance regarding the transition to the use of HCSIS 
for reporting of incidents in OCYF licensed facilities. For answers 
to any policy related questions, members should contact their 
OCYF Regional Office. f

sustained Improvement Follows treatment 
for ADHD
A major follow-up study funded by the National Institute of 
Mental Health found that most children treated in a variety of 
ways for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) showed 
sustained improvement after three years. The study also found 
that increased risk for behavioral problems, including delinquency 
and substance use, remained higher than normal. Initial advan-
tages of medication alone or in combination with behavioral treat-
ment over purely behavioral or routine community care waned in 
the years after 14 months of controlled treatment ended. However, 
Dr. Peter Jensen and colleagues at Columbia University empha-
sized that “it would be incorrect to conclude from these results 
that treatment makes no difference or is not worth pursuing.” The 
study is published in the August Journal of the American Academy 
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. f

study Identifies  
brain region related 
to ADHD
According to a research study from 
Australia’s University of Melbourne 
to be published in Molecular  
Psychiatry, a region of the brain 
responsible for encoding and stor-
ing information and understanding 
time and space does not develop as 
quickly in children with Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD). The study strongly suggests 
ADHD develops during the second 
trimester of pregnancy and may 
result in improved medications  
and better environmental treat-
ments. Professor Alasdair Vance,  
academic head of child psychiatry 
at the Royal Children’s Hospital, said 
the areas were related to a child’s 
ability to encode information, hold 
information, and understand time 
and space. Professor Vance noted 
that “their ability to read other 
people’s body language, to pick up 
on the nuances of what their peer 
group are up to, would clearly be 
affected by the sort of developmen-
tal delays in brain development that 
we’ve identified.” f

 
New school mental 
Health Journal  
Announced 
The University of Maryland School 
of Medicine and the Clifford Beers 
Foundation will soon publish a new 
journal entitled Advances in School 
Mental Health Promotion. The first 
issue will be published in October. 
Information can be found at  
www.schoolmentalhealth.co.uk. f

http://www.schoolmentalhealth.co.uk
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Forensic subcommittee expands Collaboration
The Child and Adolescent Forensic Subcommittee continues to explore 
opportunities to improve prevention, diversion, and intervention services 
for children and youth. At a recent meeting the subcommittee reviewed 
service, funding, and operational survey information provided by members. 
Increasingly, the subcommittee expects to collaborate with participants 
from the Juvenile Court Judges Commission; the Office of Children, Youth 
and Families; the Bureau of Autism Services; and the Office of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services. f 

Gail Holloway, OCYF; Lee Yates, OMHSAS; Mary Brady and Ted Glackman, subcommit-
tee co-chairs, review survey results.

Federal Action for student behavioral Health
Federal legislation has been introduced to help schools meet the twin chal-
lenges of improving academic achievement and fostering a school climate 
that promotes learning. The Positive Behavior for Effective Schools Act takes 
a proactive approach to help education systems meet these challenges 
through the promotion of school-wide positive behavior. The act will give 
schools the tools and opportunity to change how they respond to students, 
reinforce desired behaviors, and eliminate inadvertent reinforcements for 
problem behavior. Pennsylvania has already begun to promote Positive 
Behavioral Support with an information campaign and initial training for 
over 30 districts. House members have also introduced the companion ver-
sion to Senate Bill 1332, the Mental Health in Schools Act sponsored by Sens. 
Edward Kennedy (D-MA), Pete Domenici (R-NM), and Michael Enzi (R-WY). 
This bill would increase funding for the Safe Schools-Healthy Students 
program to enable states to expand school based mental health services for 
children in K-12. It promotes formal collaboration between families, schools, 
welfare agencies, and substance abuse and mental health systems. f 

OCYF seeks PCPA  
member Input
The Office of Children, Youth 
and Families (OCYF) is gathering 
information and provider input as 
part of the federal government’s 
Child and Family Services Review 
(CFSR). CFSR is required as part 
of the funding and monitoring 
process for state child welfare 
service systems. One element of 
the process in Pennsylvania is 
meetings with various groups to 
gather information about aspects 
of the current service systems 
across the state. Two focus groups 
will be conducted with PCPA 
members from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
September 18 at the Holiday Inn 
East, Harrisburg, the day and site 
of the Children’s Committee meet-
ing. OCYF and PCPA are seeking 
participants to participate in a:

E Community Behavioral Health 
Provider Focus Group and

E Private Child Welfare Provider 
Focus Group.

Any member wishing to represent 
their agency as a participant in  
one of these focus groups should 
contact Connell O’Brien (connell@ 
paproviders.org). f
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Harrisburg FAsD Awareness Day
On September 10 the Bureau of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs will host providers, consumers, families, and 
dignitaries as the state marks Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder (FASD) Awareness Day. The day in the Capitol 
begins with a meeting of the FASD Task Force followed 
at 10:30 a.m. by a keynote address, review of state 
FASD information and intervention plan, and informa-
tion display tables. PCPA will work with Pennsylvania 
Families, Inc. to provide information packets to com-
munity providers, consumers, and family members that 
would like to promote FASD Awareness through visits 
with elected representatives. f

training for Juvenile Fire setter 
services
The Office of the State Fire Commissioner has 
announced a series of two-day trainings for mental 
health, juvenile justice, law enforcement, and fire 
service professionals working with juvenile fire set-
ting challenges. The trainings will be held at loca-
tions across the state throughout the year. Training 
is based on a promising practice model developed in 
Pennsylvania by mental health experts and fire service 
professionals and reflects state-of-the-art approaches 
to team-based assessment and intervention. The train-
ing announcement and registration information is also 
available on the PCPA web site, www.paproviders.org. f

FbI Clearance in schools Update
Many agencies that provide behavioral health services 
in schools ask “Are all contractors and their employees 
required to obtain FBI criminal background records?” The 
response to that question as posted on the Department 
of Education (PDE) web site is:  

It is the responsibility of the School District/
Intermediate Unit/AVTS/CTC, based upon the law, 
contract and local policy, to determine when con-
tractors and their employees are required to obtain 
criminal background records. Existing contracts 
can be renewed without federal background checks 
for contractors and their employees employed prior 
to April 1, 2007.

Additional information is available on the PDE web  
site at www.teaching.state.pa.us/teaching/cwp/ 
view.asp?A=13&Q=125828. f 

The mental Health Committee held a special meet-
ing focused on peer support services in August. 
Shelley Bishop, Office of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) special assis-
tant to the deputy secretary for consumer and 
family issues and Karen Morton, Bureau of Policy 
and Program Development, discussed the history 
of peer support and its significance in foster-
ing recovery. They also discussed development of 
peer support services and certified peer training 
in Pennsylvania, the approval/enrollment pro-
cess, and billing. Morton provided extra copies of 
Pennsylvania Medicaid Funded Peer Support Services 
that had been distributed during the recent tech-
nical assistance sessions sponsored by OMHSAS. 
(A limited number of paper copies are available to 
PCPA members who had not previously received 
them. Electronic copies may be available in the 
future on the PCPA web site.) Scott Suhring, Capitol 
Area Behavioral Health Collaborative, discussed 
issues of human resources, supervision, support 
of peers, and boundary issues. Kim Maldonado, 
Dauphin Clubhouse, also discussed the value of 
peer support in recovery, issues related to supervi-
sion, supports needed for peers, and the structure 
of the peer support program operated by Dauphin 
Clubhouse. Several certified peer specialists also 
discussed their perspectives on how peer support 
programs work and how some should be modified to 
more fully address issues such as job descriptions, 
interactions within the organizational structure, 
boundary issues, and support opportunities for 
peers. All participants emphasized the need for 
providers to reach out to others for information  
and ideas on developing peer support services.  
The presenters expressed their willingness to  
help others who may have questions about peer 
support services. Contact Betty Simmonds  
(betty@paproviders.org) with questions. 

PCPA’s Northeast Region Meeting was held at 
Children’s Service Center of the Wyoming Valley in 
Wilkes-Barre in July. Kathleen Krivenko, program 
manager, Nurse Family Partnership, and Kathy 
Terwilliger, special projects coordinator, Perinatal 
Program of Wyoming Valley Alcohol and Drug 
Services, Inc., discussed their programs, services 
provided, benefits to individuals and families, and 
barriers to service delivery and acceptance. Please 
contact Betty Simmonds (betty@paproviders.org) 
with questions about the meeting. f
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s e P t e m b e r

wednesday, september 13 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

FASD Work Group 
PCPA

tuesday, september 18  
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.  
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.   
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.   
3:00 – 6:00 p.m.   
  

 
Mental Health Committee
Mental Retardation Committee
Executive Committee
Drug & Alcohol Committee
Children’s Committee
Executive Committee   
Holiday Inn East, Harrisburg

wednesday, september 19 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.  
11:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
   

 
Membership Committee  
Board Meeting 
Holiday Inn East, Harrisburg

monday, september 24 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Legislative Affairs Committee 
Teleconference

tuesday, september 25 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 
 
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

 
Child & Adolescent 
Forensic Subcommittee 
PCPA

Forensics Committee 
PCPA

thursday, september 27 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Early Childhood Behavioral  
Health Work Group 
PCPA

O C t O b e r

tuesday – Friday 
October 16 – 19  

2007 Conference 
Seven Springs, Champion, PA

wednesday, October 17 
5:00 – 6:30 p.m.

Children’s Steering Committee 
Seven Springs, Champion, PA 

 E P r O V I D e r  N e w s 18 sePtember 2007

 E  C A L e N D A r


