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AROUND THE ROTUNDA
PLS coverage of Capitol events including press conferences, bill signings, & media availabilities

GROUP RALLIES FOR INCREASED HUMAN SERVICES FUNDING
By Jeff Cox

The Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association (RCPA) held a Capitol Hill rally in 
support for increased funding for programs that help children and adults who need mental 
health, drug and alcohol, intellectual and developmental disabilities, medical rehabilitation, 
and brain injury services.

RCPA President and Chief Executive Officer Richard Erdley said, “We need to ensure that 
when people seek help, quality community services are available.” He added, “We look 
forward to working with lawmakers and the administration to ensure vulnerable residents 
get the support they deserve.” Erdley also said RCPA supports Gov. Tom Wolf’s initiative 
to reduce the waiting lists for services. He commented, “Although there is much more to 
be accomplished, this initiative will be a step in the right direction.” Erdley also told rally 
participants. “Funding for social support programs is important to the overall health of our 
Commonwealth.” He added, “We have a responsibility to those in need.”

Rep. Gene DiGirolamo, chairman of the House Human Services Committee, praised Gov. 
Wolf for agreeing to expand Medicaid to provide medical benefits to 600,000 Pennsylvanians. 
He also noted the governor’s proposed increases in funding for human services. Rep. 
DiGirolamo expressed his continued concern with the block grants for human services 
program.

Rep. Mike Schlossberg (D-Lehigh) spoke about his own experiences with depression. He 
commented, “As someone who has fought against depression and anxiety for more than half 
of my life, I know just how hard these battles can be.” He described the ten percent cut in the 
2012-13 state budget as “eviscerating hope.” Rep. Schlossberg said, “Gov. Wolf’s budget 
makes a marked shift: for the first time in five years we are talking about actually helping 
people by providing them the resources they need to recover and lead good, productive 
lives.”

Rep. Thomas Murt (R-Montgomery), recipient of RCPA’s 2014 Legislator of the Year award, 
commented, “Along with many of my colleagues, we are very, very supportive of your 
mission.” He thanked the members of RCPA for their help in securing the enactment of the 
legislation changing the name of the Department of Public Welfare to the Department of 
Human Services. Rep. Murt advocated for “a fair and reasonable” natural gas extraction tax 
to help fund human services and education.

At the conclusion of the rally, RCPA recognized the student winners of the 2015 Public 
Service Announcement (PSA) Contest for Youth Suicide Prevention sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Youth Suicide Prevention Initiative. 

Alan Hartl, chief executive officer of the Lenape Valley Foundation, commented, “This is a 
challenging budget year but it’s times like this when it’s even more critical for the state to 
support community providers and the treatment and rehabilitation jobs they represent.”

UPCOMING SESSION DAYS

House
April 15, 20, 21, 22
May 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 
June 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 22-30
Senate
April 15, 20, 21, 22 
May 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 
June 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 22-26, 29, 30
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At 5:10 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 14, 2015 the Senate 
stands in recess until 
Wednesday, April 15, 
2015 at 11:00 a.m., unless 
sooner recalled by the 
President Pro Tempore.

At 3:04 p.m. on Tuesday, 
April 14, 2015 the House 
stands adjourned until 
Wednesday, April 15, 
2015 at 11:00 a.m., unless 
sooner recalled by the 
Speaker. 
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