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                    The Office of Children, Youth, & Families (OCYF) has released the 2021 Pennsylvania Annual Child Abuse report. The report may be accessed here as well as through the Child Abuse Reports Page.

While the report continues to provide detailed data for statewide and individual county responses to reports, for the first time, race and ethnicity data was added for substantiated victims and perpetrators. OCYF in its reporting process will continue to refine this information for future reports and have only presented statewide data and not county by county statistics to avoid providing individually identifiable information.

If you have any questions, please contact RCPA Children’s Policy Director Jim Sharp.
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                    Access Secure Contribution Form

For your convenience, the link above takes you directly to a secure donation form. Thank you for your support!
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                    PA Family Network has announced important workshops and Good Life Groups for April 2024. You can register for upcoming events at PA Family Network’s website. View the full listing below.

Support Groups

	Caregiver Support Group: Wednesday, April 3 and Monday, April 15
	Sibling Good Life Group: Monday, April 29


LifeCourse Workshops

	Transitions Through the LifeSpan: Tuesday, April 2
	Using the LifeCourse to Plan and Problem Solve: Tuesday, April 9
	Usando The LifeCourse para planificar y resolver problemas en español: Wednesday, April 10
	LEAD The Way to Healthy Relationship & Sexuality for Siblings: Wednesday, April 17
	Safety in the Community: Thursday, April 18
	Using The LifeCourse to Plan for Individual Support Plan (ISP): Wednesday, April 24
	Peace of Mind Long-Term Planning: Monday, April 29


Waiver Workshops

	Waiver Basics for Siblings, Part 1 and Part 2: Thursday, April 11 and Tuesday, April 23
	Advanced Waiver, Part 1 and Part 2: Tuesday, April 16 and Tuesday, April 23
	Waiver Basics, Part 1: Tuesday, April 30


                


            
            


            
                                                                                                                            

         

                
        

            

                State Legislators Plan to Introduce Bill That Will Force Consistency in Oversight of COEs

                
										
                    	Policy Areas
	Substance Use Disorder

                                        Apr 1, 2024
0 186
                
            


            

            [image: ]


            
                
                    Pennsylvania state Reps. Maureen Madden (D) and Jim Struzzi (R) last week issued a bi-partisan co-sponsorship memo seeking support among their colleagues for a bill that will force the Department of Human Services (DHS) to take a more active role in Pennsylvania’s Opioid Use Disorder Centers of Excellence (COE) while forcing consistency and eliminating interpretation among the five behavioral health managed care organizations (BH-MCO).

RCPA has been working to address multiple components of COE inconsistency, including: interpretation of COE definition; compliance with COE requirements; and policies, procedures, and payment models being implemented by the commonwealth’s five BH-MCOs.

RCPA, on behalf of its SUD treatment provider members that operate COEs, has repeatedly asked DHS to enforce consistency in the COE program from MCO to MCO. Despite DHS considering the COEs overall to be a “wild success,” they have refused to take any action to ensure the success continues in the transition to managed care. In the past several months, RCPA and provider members that operate COEs have testified in front of the House Democratic Policy Committee and the House Human Services Committee on the disjointed and burdensome transition of the COEs into Pennsylvania’s Medicaid state plan. You can read RCPA’s testimony or watch the Human Services hearing.
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                    Governor Josh Shapiro has signed a proclamation declaring April as Autism Acceptance Month. The proclamation recognizes the many individuals on the autism spectrum, their abilities and contributions, and their inclusion within the community. You can view the proclamation here.
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                    The Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) has shared their Division of Quality Management’s QM Spotlight, the ninth in a series of quarterly publications that provides information and reminders about how to build and sustain your organization’s and ODP’s Culture of Quality. You can view the Issue 9, Spring Edition here.
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