
 
 

Training Available on Opioid Use and Brain Injury 
 

The Pennsylvania Department of Health (DOH) is partnering with the Brain Injury Association of 
Pennsylvania to provide training to substance use disorder treatment providers and brain injury 
providers on the intersection of opioid use and brain injury. People who have sustained a Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI) are more likely to misuse substances because of their brain injury – in fact, individuals 
with TBI are 11 times more likely to die of overdose than those without a TBI. People with an opioid use 
disorder are more likely to sustain a brain injury as a result of their opioid use due to decreased 
respiration and prolonged periods of anoxia. For all of these reasons, professionals working with people 
in substance use disorder treatment programs and in brain injury rehabilitation programs would benefit 
from additional training in how to best work with people who have cognitive impairments, in order to 
make their treatments more effective. 
 
The training course, titled Brain Injury and Opioids, will assist those working with treatment providers 
and those working with brain injury to better understand cognitive deficits and how these cognitive 
impairments interact with treatment for brain injury and for opioid use. This high-level course is geared 
towards Psychiatrists, Psychologists, Social Workers, Licensed Professional Counselors and Addictions 
Counselors. Course topics include: 
 

• Brain Basics and the Toxic Brain:  Topics include brain anatomy and function, biological basis of 
behavior, mechanisms of injury, and the impact of opioids on neurochemistry and brain structure.  

 
• Understanding the Effects of Pathology:  Topics include screening tools for clinicians, 

neurocognitive assessments, and how to use this information to develop customized interventions 
for managing challenging emotional and cognitive issues.  Developing environmental supports and 
cues, and methods for implementing productive daily activity patterns will also be addressed.  

 
• Cognitive, Emotional and Behavioral Techniques for Treating Persons with Co-Occurring 

Opioid Use Disorder and Brain Injury:  Topics will focus on substance use disorder and how to 
pair cognitive interventions with substance use disorder interventions to increase treatment 
success.  

 
• The Integration of Client Needs, Resources and Funding:  Topics will focus on co-occurring 

brain and substance use disorder resources, including community-based treatment options and 
supports.  

 
The course is designed to be provided at the service provider’s location as a series of four two-hour 
trainings for small groups of 25 staff at a time. Upon completion of a knowledge check, participants will 
receive a course certificate, indicating their achievement on this topic. Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
will be made available for Psychology, Social Work and other disciplines as applicable. 

 
For more information or to schedule a training, contact: 

Monica Vaccaro, BIAPA Director of Programs 

vaccaro@biapa.org 215-718-5052 

mailto:vaccaro@biapa.org

