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How Do the Economic Impact Payments Affect the Office of Developmental 
Programs’ (ODP) Participants? 

The Office of Developmental Programs (ODP) is offering updated guidance to 
stakeholders about how the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) economic impact payments 
(or recovery rebates), which are part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, will affect benefits individuals receive from State and Federal 
Government such as Medical Assistance (MA), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) for individuals served by 
ODP.  This includes the participants who are enrolled in the Consolidated, Community 
Living, Person/Family Directed Support or Adult Autism Waiver, individuals enrolled in 
the Adult Community Autism Program as well as individuals who receive base-funded 
services.  This document has been developed to provide guidance that has been 
released in multiple documents in one place. Updated material is found below. The full 
benefit guidance document contains all previous information as well. 
 

1. How should the representative payee assist the participant in using the economic impact 
payment? 
The economic impact payment (payment) belongs to the Social Security or SSI participant. 
The representative payee should discuss the payment with the participant. If the participant 
wants to use the payment independently, the representative payee should provide the 
payment to the participant. If the participant asks the representative payee for assistance in 
using the payment in a specific manner or saving it, the representative payee can provide 
that assistance outside the role of a representative payee. 
 

2. How should the provider assist the participant in using the economic impact payment? 
As stated in the question above, the economic impact payment (payment) belongs to the Social 
Security or SSI participant. If the participant has questions about the payment, the provider 
should help address those questions with the participant or help the participant reach out to 
the representative payee for further clarification.  If the participant asks the provider for 
assistance in using the payment in a specific manner, the provider should assist the 
participant in managing and accessing his/her finances to use the payment as desired by the  
participant. 
 

3. What responsibilities does the representative payee have in managing the participant’s 
economic income payment? 
Under the Social Security Act, a representative payee is only responsible for managing Social 
Security or SSI benefits. An economic income payment is not such a benefit. A representative 
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payee should discuss the economic income payment with the participant. If the participant 
wants to use the economic income payment independently, the representative payee should 
provide the payment to the participant.  
 

4. How should representative payees account for the economic impact payment when 
completing the annual Representative Payee Report (i.e., annual accounting form)? 
Since the economic income payment is not a Social Security or SSI benefit, the representative 
payee is not required to account for the economic income payment when they complete their 
annual accounting form. 
 

5. What if a participant alleges a representative payee misused the economic impact 
payment? 
Since the economic income payment is not a Social Security or SSI benefit, SSA does not have 
authority to investigate or determine whether the economic income payment has been misused. 
However, if SSA receives an allegation that the economic income payment was not used on 
behalf of the participant, SSA may decide to investigate for possible misuse of the participant’s 
Social Security or SSI benefit payments. SSA may also determine the representative payee is 
no longer suitable and appoint a new representative payee.  
 
If the provider hears of an allegation of misuse of funds, the provider must continue to report 
and investigate incidents as outlined in the current Incident Management Statement of Policy, 
55 Pa Code Chapter 6000 Subchapter Q. 
 

6. How will my economic income payment impact my room and board charges?  
The economic income payment is not counted as monthly income and therefore, will not be 
used to calculate room and board charges.  
 

For additional information regarding benefits related  to disability assistance, Benefits.gov has recently 
published a new article, Find Disability Assistance Online.  In this article, you will learn how to find 
disability assistance online, what programs are available on Benefits.gov, and where to access program 
applications.  Benefits.gov hosts information on programs for citizens with disabilities, including income 
assistance, employment accommodations, caregiver programs, and more.  To explore these programs, 
visit the Disability Assistance category of benefits.  Benefits.gov also offers a Benefit Finder to check 
eligibility for over 1,000 government programs. 
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