
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 18, 2020  
 

 

 
Dennis Davin, Secretary 
Department of Community and Economic Development 
400 North Street, 4th Floor 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Dear Secretary Davin:  
 
My name is Richard Edley, President and CEO of the Rehabilitation and Community Providers 
Association (RCPA). RCPA is a statewide association representing over 350 providers of health 
and human services across the Commonwealth, and our member organizations serve well over 
1 million Pennsylvanians annually. RCPA is among the largest and most diverse state health 
and human services trade associations in the nation. RCPA members offer mental health, drug 
and alcohol, intellectual and developmental disabilities, brain injury, medical rehabilitation, 
physical disabilities and aging services, through all settings and levels of care for individuals of 
all ages. 
 
I wanted to reach out to you regarding the $50 million Hazard Pay grant program. RCPA 
appreciates Governor Wolf and DCED’s efforts, and we understand that DCED administered the 
program within the guidelines as established by the General Assembly as part of the budget 
process. Our association is concerned, however, about the lack of transparency with which the 
funds were awarded – including to health and human service providers. 

RCPA understands that DCED received more than 10,000 applications for the hazard pay 
grants and health care providers received approximately $31.75 million or 63.5% of the $50 
million dollars allocated for this program. RCPA reviewed the list of the grant awardees and saw 
several very deserving providers of health and human services. Yet we are struggling to figure 
out how some other health care providers we know applied – and who are on the front lines of 
this crisis – and were not selected. While we know the general criteria was based on the amount 
of dollars requested within each industry category; the risk level, in accordance with the OSHA 
Worker Exposure Risk; wage level of industries and occupations; and the availability of other 
federal funding relief opportunities, RCPA and its members still believe there was an apparent 
lack of consistency when these criteria were weighed as DCED gave out grant awards. 

RCPA is asking that DCED be more transparent in explaining how these grant decisions were 
made. Further, if this program receives additional funding in the future, we ask that more weight 
be given to such factors as a health and human service provider’s financial needs, the impact a 
provider has on its local community, the number and percentage of direct staff it has employed 
during this crisis, and whether a provider has changed the way it conducts business so they will 
be eligible for these types of programs. By specifically including these factors in a transparent 
manner, RCPA believes grant awards will be distributed more equitably. 

 



 

 

RCPA appreciates your time and assistance. If you have any questions or concerns about this 
issue, please contact me on my cell phone at 717-364-3280 or redley@paproviders.org. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Richard S. Edley, PhD 
President/CEO 
 
 
cc: Governor Tom Wolf 

DHS Secretary Teresa Miller 

mailto:redley@paproviders.org

