
May 17th, 2023

To the Members of the Pennsylvania Congressional Delegation:

As groups that work with hardworking Pennsylvania families, we urge you to reach a
compromise on budget negotiations that avoids default while protecting Pennsylvania families.

The most recent House spending bill proposes raising the debt ceiling at the cost of cutting a
broad spectrum of social programs, including Medicaid, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), veterans’ healthcare
services, substance abuse treatment programs, and maternal healthcare programs. Speaker
McCarthy's bill also proposes new work requirements for Medicaid, SNAP, and TANF,
federal programs that provide critical services to millions of Pennsylvanians.

Work requirements do not work. They are costly to administer, are not effective in helping
people find employment, create more bureaucracy and red tape, and would result in hundreds of
thousands of Pennsylvanians, including children, unable to purchase groceries. An estimated
519,000 would lose health coverage if the proposed work requirements were to become law.
Most working-age adults who rely on SNAP or Medicaid are already working or are
temporarily between jobs. The bill also proposes cuts, and even more rigid work requirements
than those already in place, to TANF, which would put the poorest 28,000 children and 15,000
families who rely on TANF for purchases like diapers, toiletries, and cleaning supplies at risk.

Cuts to these programs would squeeze family budgets amid ongoing inflation, forcing families to
pay more for basics like childcare, rent, food, and healthcare and putting these things out of
reach for many.Members of Congress must come together to pass a budget and debt ceiling
bill that will avoid the economic harms of a default without harming hardworking
Pennsylvania families that rely on programs like Medicaid, SNAP, and TANF to meet their
basic needs.

If you have any questions please reach out to Patrick Keenan at patrick@pahealthaccess.org or at
717-322-5332.
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